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Communicating the Climate Change:
The Role of Experts and Policy Makers!'

Science experts play important role in spreading the science-related knowledge that can improve
societal outcomes by guiding policy in transformative way. Experts communication and its influence
on policy decision-makers is particularly important topic when it comes to problems of climate change.
This paper explore how European citizens perceive the role of experts and policy makers in science
communication in climate change topic. It is based on the international research analysing European
citizen’s perception of science communication to better understanding of how beliefs, perceptions and
knowledge of science-related issues originate among EU citizens and to enquire their proposals for en-
hancing the quality of science communication. The findings of this paper come from studies performed
within a European project entitled CONCISE which was carried out in five European countries (Portu-
gal, Spain, Italy, Slovakia, Poland) based on qualitative research method - public consultation. The pur-
pose of this paper is to review the existing structural obstacles that experts and policymakers, currently
face when attempting to communicate the climate change successfully and to present the main findings
from public consultation about the main proposals for experts and policy makers in communicating the
climate change to public.

Key words: climate change, policy makers, EU citizens, public consultations, science com-
munication, beliefs, trust, proposals, challenges

Introduction

Climate change poses far-reaching challenges to ecosystems, social and cultural systems as
well as economic development. Policies play important role in abilities to reduce the negative
aspects and in the way of creating new opportunities to reduce risks. Adaptation to new effects
of climate change requires action by individuals, communities, local and national governments
and international policy-making agencies. Adaptation to new changes and mitigation of climate

! This paper is a outcome of the project funding from the European Union‘s Horizon 2020 research and innovation pro-

gramme under grant agreeement 824537
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change are local and regional challenges which scientists, policy decision makers, and the public
face today. Policy makers plays a critical role in the response to climate change on local and
global level. The responses need to be based on science and scientific data which can be chal-
lenging as most of the policy makers are not climate scientists. There has been a clear consensus
from the science community in the last decades that greenhouse gas concentrations increased in
the atmosphere has caused a rise in global temperature (IPCC, 2014). This scientific consensus
highlighted the urgent need for governments to set worldwide policies on climate change adap-
tation and mitigation (Burton, Malone and Hugq, 2005).

Mitigation and adaptation strategies are considered the two main policy responses to climate
change. Despite the extensive climate change science research there is still a gap between recom-
mendations from scientific community and current actions done by policy makers on national or
international level. (Kollmuss - Agyman, 2002; Arvai et al., 2006). Scientists and the media have
failed to communicate the urgency of the situation successfully to policy makers and the general
public (McBean - Hengeveld, 2000; Somerville - Hassol, 2011). Existing research suggests that
understanding of the issues of climate change is quite difficult for many people. Identifying the
direct impact of climate change on people’s daily lives is not entirely straightforward, and as
a result, it is often difficult to define the causes and the possible consequences for the everyday
lives of the general population. However, a great deal of research suggests there is significant
concern among EU citizens about the consequences of climate change (Papoulis et al., 2015;
Moser, 2016). Science communication can help more to advance public understanding of climate
change issues and emphasize the impact of personal choices, behaviour and encourage public in
supporting the adaptation and mitigation policies (Ockwell at al., 2009).

Even the science communication in climate change is relatively young practice it can be seen
as a tool to change public behaviour and help to better understand the importance of public ac-
ceptance of adaptation and mitigation strategies. Science communication represents the practise
of communicating science-related topics to non-experts. It is also very important tool in climate
change policy and research. Science can provide information to improve societal outcomes by
focusing debate and guiding policy in ways that are transformative. The science that is done to
support climate change policy, however, must be focused and relevant. A partnership between
science and policy must be forged at multiple levels and at many time scales in order to be
effective (Brown et al., 2012, 50). According to Bosetti’s study (2017) on how policy makers
understand climate change science, the design of presented data in science communication plays
important role. For example, visualization principle of data can be easily implemented when
communicating climate science and can be very efficient to better inform public policy. The
study shows how the right approach in communicating climate science to policy makers can be
used to ensure scientific data has a meaningful impact on climate policy.

Science communication is developing and changing as a field of research as well as a practice
of professional communicators. Science communication is very important but also very chal-
lenging field of expertise. Climate crises together with new technologies creates new tasks for
science, media, public and politics. Science communication is going through deep and signifi-
cant changes. According to Bucchi and Trench, the key dynamics influencing the global spread
and development of science communication needs to be form by government programmes that

STUDIA PoLIiTICA SLovAacA, XV, 2022/1



Communicating the Climate Change: The Role of Experts and Policy Makers 5

can boost science awareness (Bucchi and Trench, 2021). To promote the science communication
to wider public it is evitable to identify existing barriers. American survey focused on 6.000
U.S. based scientists pointed out a serious interest in science communication as a tool which is
able to increase the trust in scientific community which needs to be support by institution and
policies (Rose, Markowitz and Brossard, 2020). Science communication to public audience is
recognized as a responsibility of scientists (Greenwood and Riordan, 2001) and researchers can
play important role in supporting effective policy making (Pfisterer, Paschke and Pasotti, 2019).

Science and technology studies also show that climate science needs to have infrastructure
and institutional support to spread the knowledge (Edwards, 2010). It requires a lot of work to
position environmental issues as a relevant concern into social and political practices and insti-
tutional processes (Asdal - Marres, 2014). Science communication has crucial role in perception
of science-related knowledge in public sphere. Experts influence on policy makers is particu-
larly important topic when it comes to problems of climate change. It is essential to review the
existing structural obstacles that experts and policymakers currently face in regards the climate
change topic and it is it is also important to identify the key points where the communication can
be improved. Danish survey about science communication practices and representations pointed
out that scientists are keen to participate more in science engagement activities which should
receive more public funding (Nielsen, Kjaer and Dahlgaard, 2007).

Communicating science about climate change effectively to policy makers is a task that mo-
ved mostly to sustainable development discourse. Capacity of media and science journalist sho-
uld focus on effective way of presenting the information and active influence of policy makers to
take action on adaptation to climate change. Media plays important role in shaping public debate
about climate change as well as in informing policy decision makers. Taking action and decision
making at all levels of climate change mitigation needs to integrate climate change adaption into
policy development, plans and strategies.

Methodology

This paper is based on research project CONCISE - Communication role on perception and
beliefs of EU Citizens about Science. The core methodology underpinning the project involved
organising and staging public consultations with EU citizens. Public consultation, on which the
methodology of our study is based has been traditionally used to study the implementation and
achievements of the Climate Change Adaptation Strategy, compared to the objectives set when it
was adopted in 2013. This public consultation was carried out in 2017 and was promoted by the
EU. Other initiative was World Wide Views on Global Warming carried out by The WW Views
project to get the opinion of the inhabitants of the planet for taking to the political leaders (Blue,
2014).

CONCISE project was also based on public consultation method of data collection mainly due
to possibility to run multiple group discussions simultaneously and to create a participatory ex-
perience for the attendees and empower them by offering an opportunity to contribute to science
development. Public consultation method also enabled to promote among the citizens the feeling
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of being a part of a national and international community. Through group discussions we were
able to gain the citizens’ opinions, beliefs and perceptions and benefit from the group dynamics
and interactions that help uncover the reasons behind the attitudes towards a topic that might be
complicated to get through survey techniques.

The main objective of this project was to learn the role science communication plays on the
origin of beliefs, perceptions and knowledge concerning scientific issues. The study is based on
the method of public consultations that were carried out with 500 citizens in each 5 European
countries (Portugal, Spain and Italy — representing Southern Europe; Slovakia and Poland —
representing Central Europe) hold between September and November 2019 and the data were
analysed during 2020. The public consultations discussed four specific scientific topics (climate
change, GMO, vaccines and alternative and complementary medicine) within main research
questions:

— how are citizens informed and which channels are preferred to access information
— how do citizens rate channels and sources of information in terms of reliability
— what do citizens propose to improve scientific communication

Our paper is using the qualitative research methodology of public consultations based on
group discussion about the topic of climate change. The discussions were entirely tape-recorded
and fully transcribed. The transcriptions were subjected to qualitative content analysis through
NVivo coding by all CONCISE teams using a common codebook with a tree structure articula-
ted around the three main sections of the discussions. Codes were grouped together in order to
identify clusters and prioritise main themes (King and Brooks, 2018).

According to Oreskes (2018), there is a 97% consensus on the scientific community about the
existence and source of the current climate change phenomenon. While the EU citizens latest
survey, proved that just 74% of the surveyed thought climate change to be a very serious prob-
lem. In contemporary societies, we tend to look at to the environmental problems as distant not
to feel guilty and to lower our level of anxiety on natural catastrophes, derived from the action
of humans. According to Uzzell (2002) citizens think that the consequences of climate change
will occur in remote places and into a long time. In other words, we tend to feel more concern
the environmental problems that are further away in time and space. Perception of environmental
issues as more worrying the further away they locate has been called “environmental hyperopia.”
Studies have demonstrated how people perceive the local environmental problems as less critical
than problems generated far away, such as global warming or deforestation, unless the problem
involves an immediate risk.

This paper is focused on reviewing and presenting the main finding from public consultation
about the main proposals for science communication experts and policy makers in communica-
ting the climate change to public. It is based on this thematic analysis and citations from parti-
cipants are illustrative of the diversity of opinions expressed. The main proposals for improving
climate change communication for policy makers and science communication experts are divi-
ded into two different areas perception of climate change communication and recommendations
from European citizens.
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Perception of climate change communication by European citizens

Recent Eurobarometer (2019) studies on Climate Change public opinion shows that almost
25% of Europeans think Climate Change is the single most serious problem facing the world
what represent an increase of 11 percentage points since the Eurobarometer in 2017 (European
Union, 2019).

According to our data analyses of CONCISE project, climate change is the most covered issue
from all discussed topics in traditional and social media. It has a strong international dimension
where we could see that European citizens most frequently mention international politicians
(Trump, Bolsonaro, Al Gore), activists (Greta Thunberg), public figures (Leonardo Di Caprio)
and organisations (IPCC). Visualisation plays important role in climate change presentation
mostly in photographs, films and documentaries dealing with the topic.

“A young Swedish woman who has been popular only recently, but her campaign started two
years ago. She sat in front of the Swedish parliament for two years before” (Slovakia, Male,
45-54, secondary education).

Scientists are seen as those who represents the trustworthy information about climate change
in Portugal and Spain, countries as Slovakia, Italy and Poland see as trustworthy the information
from institutions. Scientists represents the authority, competence and credibility necessary to
obtain useful information. Scientists who are used to communicate on the public stage are effec-
tive as they can learn during their presentation how to make themselves understood by broader
public audience.

“I think that scientists, at least for me, are still people who, precisely because of this distance
from society, end up being very fascinating and I think that the fact, for example of being one
day at a conference, even if it is through a webcam, having a scientist talking and speaking in
a common way, that is clear, I think it is something that creates a really big impact” (Portugal,
Female, 25-34, university education).

Media also represents effective connection for engaging the public in the topic of climate
change. In Italy, Spain and Portugal are traditional media (TV, newspapers, radio) seen as tools
able to raise awareness and interest in environmental issues and create space for open debate and
discussions between different subjects. Participants suggest presenting more science content on
television as it has better impact on people who are not actively looking for science communi-
cation in this topic.

“Each television channel should have a specific time to talk about these topics... half an
hour, specifically to talk about these topics on television. Just to talk about these topics, which
is very important. If this is not television, it is not worth.” (Portugal, Male, 55—64, secondary
education).

In Slovakia, Spain and Poland educational system is pointed as the strongest medium for
communicating scientific content, especially in climate change and environment. Teaching criti-
cal thinking should be a base for any education programs. Education can help to understand the
impact of global warming, increase awareness and encourage the changes in student’s behaviour
and attitude. The education system is expected not only to convey science information, but also
to offer students a solid training in critical look at unsubstantiated information.
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“I think that education is very important, but first the family and only then the school has chil-
dren to lead the issue, children repeat what they see in parents, it is a connection with education,
which brings a better result” (Slovakia, Female, 18-24, secondary education).

“Start communicating science well to children because they are the adults of tomorrow. I have
this memory...my teacher was passionate about it and in any case, she passed this information
on to me” (Italy, Female, 35—44, university education).

Role of young people who are well educated in climate change issues can bring positive as-
pects to wider family environment. They can reach adults easily, take the information home and
stimulate change in behaviour in positive way among adults in family or setting up initiatives
related to climate change issues. Young people are also seen by European citizens as those who
should represent the individual change and listen more to science community.

“For me, one of the ways in which gets to my home is through schools. My daughter brings
information home. And, perhaps, some of you, children, grandchildren, nephews. . . I think it was
important that whoever studies this, in academic terms, should give mini conferences in schools.
Because when we started to sort the garbage at home, a lot of that stimulus came from the chil-
dren” (Portugal, Female, 45—54, university education).

“Young people should be motivated to change their interest to be aware of environment...
everyone should draw information from scientific sources because they are trustworthy. The
scientific community should be the authority as they present the information based on research
and statistics.” (Slovakia, climate change, female, 18—24, secondary education)

Visualisation (videos, infographics, data, charts) is also seen as an influential tool in presen-
ting the climate change topic as a real fact to wider audience. Visual communication strategies
are rated as effective way of bringing the public closer to environmental interest and critical
issues connected with global warming.

“For those willing to read, but also with pictures. There must always be this connection, I'm
talking about the visual side of a message”. (Poland, Female, 45-54, university education,).

The big data, numbers and calculations defined the political discourse in climate change mi-
tigation, but they are harder to grasp to people’s everyday life. Climate change conversation
initiated by science communicators should be based on common ground with clear language and
examples the public is more likely to be familiar with. The science communication should also
focus on shared public values and local interest which vary according to specific social groups
depending on age, education or location. Connection with these interest and values can bring
better effect and is more likely to be heard.

Recommendation for science communication by European citizens

According to our data analyses, European citizens believe that scientific institutions and scien-
tists should play a leading role in producing information and communicating scientific findings.
The role of science communicators and journalists is seen effective in presenting the relevant
data in climate change topic, especially with traditional media by creating a specific science sec-
tion on the news, broadcasting science programs on television primetime by inviting scientists
to participate in programs with high audience ratings. Science training for professionals, such as
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journalists, is also highlighted. The content of science news should be factual and truthful with
relevant information created on institutional platforms where they can easily find relevant and
reliable information on specific topics.

European citizens also call for more direct engagement with scientists. They also demand
more opportunities for participating in scientific debates, local initiatives and consultations, as
well as specific formats that bring scientists and science students in contact with them and offer
them the opportunity to ask questions. Climate change should be given more prominence both in
the school programs and in the traditional media, especially on television. There should be more
local lectures and initiatives that promote active engagement between institutions, scientists and
citizens and which take into consideration the impact of climate change on different communi-
ties. European citizens consider that it is very important that they include not only practical in-
formation but also explicit information on how climate change will impact their everyday lives.
The “politicization” of climate change topic weakens the arguments of authority of scientists and
may contribute to mistrust and scepticism.

According to data analyses gathered during public consultation there are several recommen-
dations from European citizens for science communicators who represents the experts and con-
nect them with broader audience:

— increasing the use of social media, offering content in suitable formats (videos, infographics),
using clear language and taking advantage of the two-way communication afforded by digital
platforms,

— developing a science communication that is balanced, fact-based and straightforward, and
expressed, organised and designed in an appealing and simple manner,

— ensuring that science-based information is supported by appropriate referencing: identifica-
tion of authors, affiliation, citations, sources, funders, methodology and sampling, supplying
only information that has been confirmed by multiple independent organisations, institutions
and researcher groups,

— encouraging science communicators to offer better explanations of how science is done in
terms of methods and methodologies, in order that citizens should understand its construction,

— making clear that science and technology are at times unpredictable activities and, because
they are based on evidence and facts, often fail to give complete and immediate answers to
problems of public interest,

— providing institutional support to scientists for the dissemination of research findings, by of-
fering professional development solutions to improve skills in the use of the traditional and
digital media,

— developing academic science communication programmes to provide training to science com-
municators, journalists and other intermediaries,

— organising participatory initiatives that actively involve scientists and citizens in scientific
debates where citizens have the opportunity to discuss research results with scientists through
two-way communication.

The recommendation to policy makers analysed in public consultation with European citi-
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zens confirmed the importance of open space for public debate as one of the crucial tools how
to increase the interest in climate change issues. There are also other several recommendations
gathered in data analyses:

— supporting incentives for primetime science programmes on public TV with focus on docu-
mentaries, debates, interviews with science experts and science communicators,

— providing science journalists with specialised training, engaging with professional science
communicators in government agencies and departments in order to encourage them to con-
vey science-based messages and recommendations more efficiently,

— increasing public funding for science and science communication to avoid funding sources
that may lead to conflicts of interest, interfere with the results or limit intellectual freedom,

— making a greater effort to support and promote popular science magazines, forums and spaces
for science debate, since they are information sources that increase people’s trust,

— promoting programmes aimed at increasing the digital literacy of the public and developing
evaluation strategies (how to deepen, debunk and triangulate information)

— motivating and supporting scientists and institutions, in their communication role, to dissemi-
nate scientific findings, through funding and regulation,

— including the transversal importance of science and scientific issues in all subjects during
compulsory education and highlighting the relevance of the ‘scientific method’ throughout the
educational path enhancing critical thinking skills in the curriculum at all educational levels,

— supporting the creation of a network of onsite and virtual science shops that operate as myth-
-busters and places to verify news; this should serve as a ‘defence system’ for combating
pseudoscience and for promoting scientific facts,

— implementing a comprehensive global policy on climate change as it is not only necessary to
change individual behaviours as well as production systems.

Conclusion

Climate change mitigation requires collective changes that can be achieve through public
action. Citizens attitudes and their perception on climate change should be a part of attention
of science communicators whose task is to find the right communication tools on how to pre-
sent the science data. Policy makers plays the critical role as well in the response to climate
change on local and global level and their communication needs to be based on science what
can be challenge for them too. Listening to the public and their needs in perceiving scientific
information is therefore an important role not only for scientific communicators but also for
policy makers.

The aim of this paper was to present main findings and analysed data gained from European
citizens on how to improve science communication in climate change topic and propose the recom-
mendations for experts in science communication and policy makers. Public consultation engaged
citizens on how to improve science communication in climate change and bring the opportunity
to see deeply into needs and expectations of European citizens in preferences how to be informed
about science, especially climate change issue. The CONCISE project shows the importance of
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verified and truthful information presented by the experts in the field of climate change who should
be trained to use understandable language and should recognized different tools of presentation for
different social groups (children, young adults, elderly, educational level).

The European citizens perception of science communication confirmed differences in the
positioning the science experts, science institution and science communicators. In Spain and
Portugal is important role of scientist in dissemination of climate change information and they
are seen as representatives of scientific truth, reliability and authority. In Slovakia and Poland,
the most significant role in spreading the scientific information about climate change play in-
stitutions represented by science communicators who use understandable language and more
attractive presentation for wider audience. Even the role of science communicators, especially in
Slovakia, is not as spread as in other countries, there is a need for those professionals in science
communication mostly among journalists. The role of science communicators in media should
also be independent of political orientation and should offer comprehensive and balanced infor-
mation with appropriate language attractive to the lay public.

European citizens confirmed the need to develop science communication initiatives that sup-
port the citizen’s involvement and possibility to participate in scientific debates. They asked to
be seen as a part of science communication and want to be empowered through multiple initia-
tives (Dziminska, 2021). The policy makers should also listen carefully to the demands of the
scientific community to create better space for presentation of their data and launch dedicated
calls for funding science communication activities. Science communication should be promoted
as a part of science career in public science institutions. The tradition of science communication
is visible in countries such as Italy, Portugal and Spain, where it is also a field of university
specialisation and studies in sciences and technologies. Citizens in these countries were able to
identify representatives of scientific communication more easily in the field of climate change,
working mainly in the media as journalist or scientist who popularised these issues with speci-
fical attractive language understandable for wider audience. In Poland and specially in Slovakia
the tradition of science communication in general is not so well known and it is sometimes more
difficult to identify the main popularisers of science for the topic of climate change as well as
scientific communicators presented in the media.

Although climate change is often perceived as a global issue, impacts can already be obser-
ved in both the national and local scales (Pittock, 2009). Slovakia is exposed to climate change
adaptation issues and is coping with challenges that require commitment of the government and
more political support. The climate policy in Slovakia is determined by the EU framework and
agreed targets which concentrate on mitigation connected with decreasing emissions and adap-
tion concentrated on adjusting climate impacts. According to Fil¢ak (2016) there will be more
pressure for achievement the progress in mitigation and adaptation in public policies and the
key challenge is to make climate change a mainstream policy issue in public debate in Slovakia.
It is a big challenge to translate these goals as a positive agenda in development of Slovakia
which should be presented by policy makers as changes that could bring positive benefits for the
country’s competitiveness and the wellbeing of its population. The policy makers should listen
carefully to scientific experts in climate change and they should support them to be more trained
in science communication which can bring values to broader audience and create space for un-
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derstandable science based information that can influence the change in attitudes and individual
everyday action in climate change mitigation.
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The so-called post-November system of Hungarian parties in what was then Czechoslovakia was
established after the change in the political system in November 1989 and in the first months of 1990. It
consisted of three political entities: Independent Hungarian Initiative, Hungarian Christian Democratic
Movement, and the movement Coexistence. Although they distanced themselves from using the word
“party” in their name, they truly were political parties that ran for parliamentary representation in the
first free elections in June 1990 at the time representing the Hungarian community of more than 500 000
members in Slovakia. In her study, the author describes many hitherto unknown circumstances of the
origin of these parties. In addition to contemporary documents, media appearances and other sources, the
study also relies on commemorative interviews with party representatives.

Keywords: Independent Hungarian Initiative, Hungarian Christian Democratic Movement, Coexis-
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Introduction

In the last parliamentary elections in the Slovak Republic, which took place on 29 February
2020, for the first time in 31 years, Hungarians do not have their own parliamentary represen-
tation in Slovakia, as neither Most-Hid (from the Slovak and Hungarian words for “bridge”
— translator’s note) nor the Party of the Hungarian Community-Hungarian Community Co-op-
eration exceeded the 5% electoral quorum. This electoral failure was largely due to the quarrels
of Hungarian political entities, the origins of which are linked by several analysts to the seces-
sion of Béla Bugar, then chairman of the Party of the Hungarian Community, and several other
members of the party, and to the subsequent establishment of a new party Most-Hid in 2009.
However, the contradiction of some political principles and opinions of Hungarian political rep-
resentatives in Slovakia was already present in the years 1989-1990.
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the “Other” in post-1989 Slovak politics (Obraz“Iného” v slovenskej politike po roku 1989), No. 2/0046/19. The study
is based on the author‘s book: Zaciatky polarizacie — The Beginnings of Polarization. Filozoficka fakulta Univerzity
Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre, Katedra politologie a euroazijskych stadii VEDA, vydavatel'stvo SAV Bratislava 2021
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In this study, we focus on the circumstances, conditions, and background of the emergence of
the post-November Hungarian political elite in Slovakia. This is important because they partly
shed light on the existing differences in the political identity of Independent Hungarian Initia-
tive, Coexistence, and Hungarian Christian Democratic Movement from the outset. In addition
to historical works and chronologies, contemporary and later thematically relevant sociological
research and public opinion research, party programs, archival materials, politicians‘ statements
and contemporary press published in the Hungarian language in Slovakia, the study also relies
on commemorative interviews with party representatives.

The circumstances of the foundation of Hungarian political parties in Slovakia

The first representative of the Hungarian political elite in Slovakia — and at the same time
the first political movement for a change in the political system in Czechoslovakia — was Inde-
pendent Hungarian Initiative, in Slovak Mad’arska nezavisla iniciativa (MNI) and in Hungar-
ian Fiiggetlen Magyar Kezdeményezés. It was founded on 18 November 1989. It was thus the
first systemic political movement, as the Czech Civic Forum (Obcanské forum OF) and the
Slovak Public Against Violence (Verejnost’ proti nasiliu VPN) were established a day later, on
19 November 1989. The circumstances of the foundation of MNI were also interesting. Lajos
To6th, a well-known Hungarian teacher working in Sala, the founder of the Vérosmarty Klub
educational association, celebrated his 50* birthday on 18 November 1989 and on this occa-
sion he organised a scientific conference entitled The Existential Status of Hungarian Intelli-
gence in Czechoslovakia with a friendly meeting for 130 invited guests. After this conference,
a smaller company gathered in the apartment of Karoly Téth and Eleonodra Sandor, who also
spoke at the conference, and together they founded MNI. The founding members of MNI came
from the Committee for the Protection of the Rights of the Hungarian Minority in Czechoslo-
vakia, the Rescue Group of Hungarian Schools, Irédia, Erté Studio, the Hungarian Pen Club in
Czechoslovakia, and the members also included the leading figures in student movements in the
1960s.? As for the name of the movement, the term “independent” did not refer to nationality
and did not mean distancing from Czechoslovakia or the Slovaks, but it expressed independence
from the authorities and structures (Ildik6 Haraszti: Mi nem autondmiara téreksziink! 1989).
In its Statutes of 24 February 1990, MNI declared: “... it wishes to be a continuation of all the
political, social, and individual efforts that have represented independent, autonomous think-
ing and attitudes toward the arbitrariness of power in recent decades” (A Fliggetlem Magyar
Kezdeményezés Alapszabalyzata 20216). The name of Independent Hungarian Initiative is also
interesting in that the Slovak name does not match the Hungarian one, as the literal translation
in Slovak should be Independent Hungarian Initiative (Nezavisla mad’arska iniciativa) instead of
Hungarian Independent Initiative (Mad’arska nezavisla iniciativa), whereas the English variant

2 Ezt tettiik — ezt akartuk (We did this — we wanted this), https://leveltar.adatbank.sk/?p=101191. Irédia was a creative
workshop for young writers established in 1983 in Nové Zamky. Erté Studio was founded in 1987 as an experimental art
association, also in Nové Zamky.
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of the name is identical to the Hungarian one. However, we were unable to find out the cause
of this etymological curiosity: the addressed protagonists of MNI stated they did not remember
why this was the case.’

According to Karoly T6th’s recollections, it was very important “that at that time we acted
as an organised force, as an independent institution. This also had a decisive influence on the
further development of events. The first week determined the distribution of political forces.
Without MNI, the whole process would have taken place without the participation of the Hungar-
ians. However, this meant that the Hungarians were not only involved in the whole process, but
we were also able to perform with reasonable weight in the demonstrations” (Popély — Simon
2009, p. 733). MNI was registered by the Slovak Ministry of the Interior and the Environment on
19 February 1990 as a political movement under the Political Parties Act adopted on 23 January
1990 (Popély — Simon 2009, p. 434).

The second entity of the emerging system of Hungarian parties, Hungarian Christian Demo-
cratic Movement (Mad’arské krestanskodemokratické hnutie MKDH) was founded on 18 Janu-
ary 1990 according to the registration in the application submitted to the Ministry of the Interior
(K. Cséfalvay 1995, p. 32),* and the Slovak Ministry of the Interior and the Environment regis-
tered it as a political movement on 19 March 1990 (K. Cséfalvay 1995, p. 33).

The third Hungarian political entity was the political movement Coexistence (Egytittélés-
Spoluzitie-Wspolnota-Souziti), which was officially registered by the Ministry of the Interior of
the Czech Republic on 27 February 1990 and the Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic
on 1 March 1990. However, the unofficial origin of the movement seems to be of an earlier date,
as the program statement of the preparatory committee of the political movement Coexistence
was published in the daily Uj Szé° as early as 7 February 1990. The name Coexistence was to
emphasise the coexistence of different nationalities, based on “patience, forgiveness, mutual
respect, mutual knowledge of culture and language. Without equality, parity and law, normal

*  One more curiosity: one undated document, probably from 1991, mentions a play on words regarding the party name

FMK (MNI), which is translated as follows: “Our motto is Youth (Fiatalsag), Quality (Mindség), Consistency (Kovet-
kezetesség), thus FMK. ” Ezt tettiik — ezt akartuk (We did this — we wanted this), https:/leveltar.adatbank.sk/?p=101191.
Various events (or at least different names) are associated with this date. On 2 November, an appeal entitled On the Orga-
nization of Hungarian Christian Democratic Clubs, signed by Rudolf Hamerlik and Laszl6 Rajczy, was published in the
daily Nap (which was published by MNI), stating that an organising committee of the Hungarian Christian Democratic
Clubs had been set up in Bratislava that day. However, according to one of the founders of MKDH, Gabor Agardy, (Agar-
dy, K. Cséfalvay 1995, p. 35, and Uj Sz6, April 20 1990), the Temporary Regional Organising Committee of Hungarian
Christian Democratic Movement was established on that day. But neither Hamerlik and Rajczy nor Agardy mention the
establishment of MKDH. At the same point, Agardy writes a few lines below that “on 18 January, we set out to wake
up the Hungarian Christian people from their deep sleep...”’, however, it cannot be inferred that this means not only the
creation of a temporary committee but also the establishment of MKDH. The first chairman of MKDH, Kalman Janics,
also mentioned 18 January, when at a meeting in Bratislava “the goal is to establish Hungarian Christian Democratic
Clubs ", but he already emphasised the need to establish an independent Hungarian Christian Democratic movement. “A¢
the time, I still had the impression that the majority (...) only supported the idea of clubs. However, the situation changed,
the supporters of an independent Hungarian organisation founded Hungarian Christian Democratic Movement with the
support of a large majority” (Janics 1995, p. 11). Although he does not state whether it happened on the same day, i.e.
18 January, depending on the context, this can be understood and it also follows from the application for registration
submitted to the Ministry of the Interior.

> The only existing daily in printed form in Hungarian in the Slovak Republic has been published since December 19438.
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coexistence is not conceivable. Let political and social norms of coexistence be created on the
basis of common interests linked to common residence. Let the basis of coexistence be gen-
eral autonomy.” (Egyiittélés Politikai Mozgalom a Demokraciaért és a Nemzeti Kisebbségek
Jogaiért 1994, p. 4)

Why movements, why not parties?

It will not be out of place to take a moment and look at these names anxiously circumventing
the term “party”, as it is contradictory that, although they called themselves movements, they
behaved like parties. In this respect, a distinction must be made between MNI on the one hand
and Coexistence and MKDH on the other.

Coexistence and MKDH were established after the adoption of Act no. 15/1990 Coll. on
political parties, which made it possible to establish not only political parties but also political
movements. In § 8 of this Act we can read about political movements that “political move-
ments (groupings) may be established as legal entities for electoral and other political purposes.
They can bring together political parties and social organisations, as well as citizens” (Law no.
15/1990 Coll.). Coexistence and MKDH were not groups of political parties or social organisa-
tions, but of individual citizens, which is also typical of political parties. So in this sense, and
according to the wording of the Act, both political entities can be considered both political move-
ments and political parties, so the dilemma persists. The situation is different if we start from
the most general political-sociological definition of a political party and a political movement.
According to this definition, a political party is a formal organisation of persons whose object is
to seize and subsequently maintain power through that party and who use that power alone or in
coalition with other parties to promote the collective as well as individual interests and goals of
the party and its members, and also to promote the interests of the social groups represented by
the party (Sopoci 2002, p. 77). The socio-political movement is one of the forms of collective
behaviour, it is a joint organised activity of individuals, groups and/or organisations in order to
help or prevent some social change (Sopdci 2004, p. 95).

Coexistence and Hungarian Christian Democratic Movement were thus, although they re-
ferred to themselves in their name as movements, in this sense political parties that clearly pur-
sued party goals from the very beginning: they wanted to participate in the first free parliamen-
tary elections and reach the top of the Czechoslovak political institutional system. To this end,
less than two weeks after the founding of MKDH, they formed an electoral coalition.

Independent Hungarian Initiative was formed before the adoption of the Political Parties Act,
when there was no legal possibility to establish political parties. However, the fact that it origi-
nated as a movement was not only due to the lack of a legal possibility to establish a political
party. In the beginning, it was truly a movement, its structure and activity was a typical example
of'a movement with political ambitions. This is evidenced from the statement of MNI representa-
tive Laszl6 Gyurovszky from December 1989 about the structure of MNI: “The groups created
by MNI are not in a hierarchical relationship with the Coordinating Committee. We only want
those who support our goals to act in the spirit of declaring our principles. They will not receive
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instructions from us on what to do. We can only tell them to get involved in the democratisation
process.” Regarding the membership in the movement, he stated: “At present, everything is only
temporary. What is now applies only to the transitional period that should last until our first
General Assembly. We consider our members to be those who agree with the Declaration on the
Principles of MNI, which we published on Wednesday in our information material, and our sup-
porting members to be those who have not signed it but support the activities of the platforms of
Civic Forum and Public Against Violence” (1ldik6 Haraszti: Mi nem autondomiara toreksziink!
1989, p. 4).

It did not take long and after the initial “freedom of structures”, MNI actually transformed
into a political party, not only formally by being registered by the Ministry of the Interior, but
also regarding its very nature, since it had similar goals as Coexistence and MKDH. Karoly
Toth, a spokesman for MNI, did not explicitly say in his statement for the daily Nap on 9 Febru-
ary 1990 that MNI was a political party, but it was clear from his words as well as the fact that
MNI had party ambitions from the very beginning: “Some grouping, an initiative or movement
becomes a political party when it wants to pursue its political goals and to get members to par-
liament for that purpose. Independent Hungarian Initiative has always admitted to this goal; it
has never been disputed! Even now, during the co-optation® of Members of Parliament, we have
made every effort to place new ones in the positions of the resigning Hungarian deputies. (...) We
were able to place Hungarians in the positions of deputies of Hungarian nationality” (Karsay
1990, p. 3).

Thus, as far as Hungarian political entities are concerned, they were parties despite their
name, they functioned as parties, yet they avoided being called parties, because at the time the
word “party” meant the Communist Party, from which they wanted to distance themselves at all
costs. In relation to MNI, this is confirmed by several contemporary witnesses: “At that time,
MNI began to function essentially as a political party. We knew about it, but we did not want to
admit it either, because everyone called for a pluralistic system, but the notion of the term ‘party’
was identified with the notion of the communist party. This play on the movement resulted from
this ” (Toth Karoly, Popély — Simon 2009, p. 737). According to one of MNI spokesmen Péter
Huncik, “the term ‘party’ had such a pejorative meaning that a normal person could not accept
it” (Huncik Péter, Popély — Simon 2009, p. 276). Lajos Grendel, another MNI spokesman, re-
called this: “I envisioned ours as a civil rights movement similar to Charter 77. By no means as
a political party. After all, then everyone seemed to avoid it in some way. (...) The word ‘party’
had bad acoustics” (Grendel Lajos, Popély — Simon 2009, p. 136). Another MNI spokesman,
Laszl6 Szigeti, hinted at another important point, namely that, as far as party affiliation was
concerned, it was, so to speak, “occupied” in the case of Communist Party members who joined

¢ The co-optation meant the exchange of communist members of parliaments — the Federal Assembly and the Slovak
National Council — for members of emerging political parties and independent candidates. This process took place on the
basis of Act no. 183/1989 of 28 December 1989 and Constitutional Act no. 14/1990 of 23 January 1990. The co-optations
took place from December 1989 to February 1990. As a result of the co-optations, the Communist Party lost a majority
in the Federal Assembly and also in the national parliaments.

7 Charter 77 was an informal civic initiative in Czechoslovakia, which was established in December 1976. The document
with the Declaration of Charter 77 drew attention to the violation of civil and political rights in Czechoslovakia.

STUDIA PoLIiTICA SLovAacA, XV, 2022/1



The Emergence of the First Post-November System of Hungarian Political Parties in Slovakia 19

MNI. “The fact that there were many partisans there (in Karoly Toth's apartment at the crea-
tion of MNI — author s note) played a part in the fact that Karcsi Toth, with his idea that a party
should be founded, remained almost alone, because most did not like it. This is deep psychology.
Because — and I would like to remind you that it could have hit a sensitive point at the time — it
was inconceivable, even legally insurmountable, that you were suddenly a member of two par-
ties. Moreover, completely unethical. Even today, it is considered unethical to be a member of
two parties. And at the time, it was unpredictable, because who could have predicted that a few
days later, me and Grendel would join in. When about twenty intellectuals withdrew from the
party, both in protest and in order to show some model of how to do it. When they read our names
in Bratislava on the square, (...) with many other well-known names, and we were in the top
twenty, who passed our party credentials. It could have been on about 20-22 November. There
were about a hundred thousand people chanting ‘long live’ after reading each name” (Szigeti
Laszlo, Popély — Simon 2009, p. 646).

Miklés Duray, the founder and chairman of Coexistence, thought the same. When asked why
Coexistence is “just” a movement and not a party, he answered: “We thought that the Hungar-
ians, as well as other nations, lived in the part of Europe where the one-party system ruled, so
they could sober up from ‘partisanship’. That is why we have decided to set up a political move-
ment in order to organise the lives of national minorities more successfully. Of course, if the
majority of the supporting membership wishes, Coexistence can be transformed into a party at
any time” (Miklosi 1990, p. 2).

The founders of MKDH also probably wanted to avoid the term “party” when, in point 8
of their program published in March 1990, they declared with an exclamation mark that “our
movement is not a political party!”, although the same program stated in point 9 that “individual
movements and political parties organise the participation of people in the administration of
the state”, which practically means acknowledging the party character of MKDH — it pursued
exactly the same goal, in terms of Christian understanding of public life, according to which it
is the duty of believers to “unify their civic activities in the interests of the best possible public
good” (point 7 of the agenda).

The parties were built on different social groups

From the point of view of shaping political identity and future mutual relations, it was cru-
cial that these three political parties were built on the basis of different social groups. MNI was
formed in a revolutionary atmosphere mainly from the circles of young members of the intelli-
gentsia (among them several former members of the Committee for the Protection of the Rights
of the Hungarian Minority in Czechoslovakia®) and university students. Its local groups were
formed after the establishment of MNI, that is, after November 1989, and were usually founded
by those who were in opposition to the communist regime, including its local representatives.

8 On 28 December 1989, the Committee for the Protection of the Rights of the Hungarian Minority in Czechoslovakia

issued a statement suspending its activities due to the changed political situation (Popély — Simon 2009, p. 789).
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Especially at the beginning (before the establishment of MKDH and Coexistence), many joined
MNI, whose number of members was gradually increasing.” However, it did not have a ready-
made, even pre-existing mass base, such as Coexistence, and partly also MKDH, i.e. it did not
have its “predecessor organisations”. In the words of Karoly Toth, MNI was built on its own and
“never needed help in organising itself. It did not need to be organised by any other organisa-
tion, and it did not have to turn to the pastors to fill the reverent silence of the churches with
political agitation” (Té6th 1990, p. 5). He was alluding to Csemadok'® and the Church helping
the other two Hungarian political entities. But according to the Secretary General of the Csema-
dok Regional Committee, Sandor Neszméri, “Csemadok has provided initial assistance to all
domestic Hungarian associations and movements so that they can stand on their own two feet.
Csemadok'’s district committees were also among the organisers and supporters of rural groups
and MNI cells, but we also helped them centrally” (Miklosi 1990, p. 2). However, it seems that
MNI did not really want to rely on Csemadok: “As far as Csemadok is concerned, we have
drawn a sharp line between culture and politics, because merging them harms both. Therefore,
we did not even try to build our movement on the basis of Csemadok or its functioning mecha-
nism, it would be contrary to our above-mentioned principle and we would consider it unfair”
(Szilvassy 1990, p. 4).

In terms of the existence of MKDH’s predecessor organisations, it represented a transition
between MNI and Coexistence. According to then-MKDH chief adviser Péter Plispoki Nagy,
“the Christian Democratic Movement emerged from a strongly religious background, (...) the
previous period of prohibiting religion, the direction of the orientation of a society devoid of
a political regime that restricted freedom of religion, were the framework in which MKDH was
actually founded” (Popély — Simon 2009, p. 537). Prior to the founding of MKDH, an appeal
was published on 30 December 1989 in the daily Uj Sz6 to the “Hungarian-speaking Christian
population of Czechoslovakia”, in which, among others, well-known Hungarian intellectuals
(e.g. at the time the very popular writer Katalin Ordody) called for the establishment of Hungar-
ian Christian Democratic clubs (MKDK) based on the model of Slovak Christian Democratic
clubs. However, as Gabor Agardy, one of the founders of MKDH, writes, there were already
local Christian-based groups formed by believing citizens before 1989, meaning that “the No-

?  According to a report from the MNI press conference held in Bratislava on 6 December 1989, it had several thousand
members at the time, especially in south-western Slovakia (Alapelvek és célok 1989, pp. 1-2). In an interview with
the daily Uj Sz6 in February, MNI spokesman Karoly Toth answered a question about the number and composition of
MNI membership: “I¢ is necessary to say goodbye to the idea that the strength of a party or political movement is in
the number of members. (...) I do not intend to answer the question of how many members we have, because I think that
is the internal matter of our movement. Our movement is very strong in the West and Central Slovakia region. We still
have work to do in the east. After all, the fact that our movement in the vicinity of Kosice and Medzibodrozie was less
successful than elsewhere can be due to the malicious twisting of our discussions with the Csemadok leadership. When
we warned Csemadok against political involvement, some people there explained it as saying that we want to liquidate
Csemadok.” (Szilvassy 1990, p. 4). According to information in Szabad Kapacitas, in January 1990 MNI had 34 local
organisations (Szabad Kapacitas, 1990/1, p. 8).

10 Tt was a mass organisation in support of cultural activities, founded in 1949. Its name in translation at that time meant
Czechoslovak Hungarian Workers’ Cultural Association (Csehszlovakiai Magyar Dolgozok Kultiregyesiilete in Hun-
garian). It also exists today under the name Szlovakiai Magyar Tarsadalmi és Kozmiivel6édési Szovetség — Csemadok
(Hungarian Social and Cultural Association of Slovakia in translation).
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vember 1989 change did not reach people who professed Christian ideas completely unprepared.
There were already smaller groups that maintained contacts, albeit not political, but religious,
indeed, without any higher organisation” (Agardy, K. Cséfalvay 1995, p. 23). Another Christian
intellectual, Laszl6 Gyurgyik, points to the previous existence of these groups, too: “The back-
ground was formed by parish circles, acolytes who think to some extent similar to intellectuals,
priests, etc.” (Popély — Simon 2009, p. 154). So they were real existing groups, but they did not
have a mass character and were not formally organised, as Péter Piispoki Nagy states “(...) that
they had to be organised, that was because these people were not used to organising themselves,
but there was a willingness in them, there was such an intention” (Popély — Simon 2009, p. 537).
The appeal for establishing clubs was successful, and these partly pre-existing, partly emerging
clubs associating mostly Catholics'' later formed the membership base and circle of MKDH sup-
porters (Reformed Christians joined the movement Coexistence more often).'> The number of
basic organisations of the MKDH gradually increased: in 1990 it had 189 basic organisations and
in 1994 already 308 (K. Cséfalvay 1995, p. 199). Membership consisted of people of different
age, education, and social status.

Unlike MNI and MKDH, the movement Coexistence was built on the basis of the finished,
already existing mass organisation Csemadok. In the period between November 1989 and the
founding of Coexistence, the Forum of Hungarians in Czechoslovakia (FHCZ) played an impor-
tant role in terms of the establishment of Coexistence. Its leader, Laszl6 Dobos — who, in accord-
ance with a program statement (A Csehszlovakiai Magyar Dolgozok Kulturalis Szovetségének
programnyilatkozata 1989, p. 6). adopted at an extraordinary meeting of the Central Committee
of Csemadok on 6 December 1989, was rehabilitated together with other members of the Pre-
sidium expelled after 1968 and elected honorary chairman of Csemadok — proclaimed on 11
December 1989: “We were established a few days later (after MNI — author s note) on the basis
of ‘thirty-three’. (...) In February of this year, we prepared documentary material on the situa-
tion of the Hungarian national minority in Slovakia, together with proposed solutions."* There
were thirty-three of us who have signed this document, hence the name. At the time, thirty-three
signatories testified about their openness, determination, and sense of responsibility, at a time
when the signing of such materials was not praised but persecuted. It was the moral basis on
which we built when creating the Forum of Hungarians in Czechoslovakia. So the start and the

This does not mean that Catholics preferred only MKDH. Péter Piispoki Nagy remembers this: “The other Hungarian
parties, of course, set different goals and there were several who had to consider that from the offer of the three parties
that existed at the time, which they should prefer” (Popély — Simon 2009, p. 538).

12 On 16 February 1990, bishop Jené Miké of the Reformed Church met with Csemadok leaders Laszl6 Dobos, Rezsd
Szab6 and Zoltan Sido, who “reported on the resolutions adopted at the special meeting of the Central Committee of
Csemadok on 6 December 1989 and said, among other things, that they considered meeting the cultural needs of believ-
ers to be one of the important tasks. In the future, representatives of the Reformed Church and the Reformed Christian
culture cannot be missing among the leaders of the Csemadok clubs. Both parties agreed on the need for the political
movement Coexistence” (A reformatus egyhaz és a Csemadok 1990, p. 1). Subsequently, Miké was included in the ballot
list of the Coexistence-MKDH electoral coalition as a candidate for Coexistence in the first free parliamentary elections
and won a mandate as a member of the Slovak National Council.

The material was handed over to the highest Slovak party leadership on 6 February 1989, and contained proposals in the
areas of politics, law, scientific life, education, and language use (Popély — Simon 2009, s. 784).
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impulse came from the ‘thirty-three’ and I emphasise once again that this is a moral impulse,
a community. (...) No, there is no program link with Csemadok. The temporary administrative
committee of our Forum is located here. [ am not saying we are against Csemadok, or that we
are fighting or we have fought against it. We are based on a different basis, but we will certainly
find some points of contact with it. (...) Our intentions naturally and over time consciously fol-
low the year 1968, the experience and lessons learned from it. We want to create such a society,
a union in which every humane, democratic mind-set and intention can have its place. It is there-
fore a movement with a wide-open gate, with a wide bank. It emerged and was formed from the
experience of 1968 also because the only union we had in 1968 was Csemadok. It thus represents
only a certain point, a one-celled opportunity to organise, to connect. We were established to
have an organisation that is flexible, simply a discussion forum, where there is room for diverse
views, the creation of a program and, where necessary, the opportunity to organise at a higher
level” (A demokracia és nemzeti kisebbségiink esélyei 1989, pp. 5-6). At the same time, to the
question of whether he means a political party, Dobos answered the following: “I do not mean
a party, I mean a social formation fully on a moral basis, which thinks in the intentions of minor-
ity being, of course, within the existing society and democracy, and if elections took place, this
organisation could have its candidates, but not as a political party, but as a social organisation,
Jformation. At least that is how we think so far.”

However, a few days later, on 15 December 1989, the published program statement of the Fo-
rum of Hungarians in Czechoslovakia testifies that Csemadok and FHCZ practically overlapped:
“The Forum of Hungarians in Czechoslovakia (...) identifies with the program statement of the
renewed Central Committee of Csemadok and hereby declares that in the future it will operate as
a free stream of ideas, a discussion forum and an expert design group within Csemadok. We want
to apply the Public Against Violence program and our own national program to our conditions
and put it into practical life in the environment of our people by calling on Csemadok members
to establish the Forum of Hungarians in Czechoslovakia within their basic organisations. The
local discussion forums are to deliver their proposals to the Central Committee of Csemadok,
from which they will be taken over — for the purpose of their processing — by the individual
expert groups of the Forum of Hungarians in Czechoslovakia” (A Csehszlovakiai Magyarok
Foérumanak programnyilatkozata 1989, p. 4).

Shortly afterwards, on 6 January 1990, the Presidium of the Central Committee of Csemadok
met in Senec. According to a report by the daily Uj Szo6, “on the second day, Miklés Duray' at-
tended the Presidium meeting for the first time, returning from a one-year study visit abroad in
mid-December. (...) Following an exchange of views, an opinion was adopted to ensure that Cse-
madok functioned as a cultural, interest, and social organisation in the future.” (...) There was
also agreement that in a radically changed domestic political situation, and especially in view

4" Miklos Duray was one of the rehabilitated on 6 December, and subsequently became a member of the Presidium of the
Central Committee of Csemadok.

15 Zoltan Sidd, the chairman of Csemadok, confirmed this on 12 January 1990: “Csemadok will continue to be a social
organisation that will focus on enlightenment and educational activities and will support the various amateur artistic
activities of the Hungarians. We would like to cooperate with civic initiatives that set humane, democratic goals.” (Uj
Sz0, 12 January 1990, p. 1).
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of the forthcoming new laws to be adopted in the near future, it will be necessary to establish
a party in a pluralistic society to create and defend the equality and collective rights of national
minorities living in our society, and the economic and social development of the mixed regions
and the creation of conditions for education in the mother tongue will be put at the forefront of
the program” (Kétnapos tanacskozas a Csemadok helyzetérdl és jovojérél 1990, pp. 1-2). They
meant Coexistence, as evidenced by the words of Laszlo Dobos on the XV. Extraordinary Na-
tional General Assembly of Csemadok on 9 March 1990 (Laszlo Dobos: Mi az, amit szamunkra
hozott az id6? 1990, p. 7): “The political movement Egyiittélés (Hungarian for Coexistence —
translators note) is organised. One of the initiators of the movement is Csemadok, our union
also participates in organisational preparation. It is a strange idea for me to force this movement
on our union, even with a single gesture. It is the sovereign right of each member of Csemadok
to consider which party they will join. Nevertheless, I feel the need to express my support for the
organisation of the political movement Egyiittélés. I am in favour of this movement and I intend
to support it. (...) I ask the members and the organisation of Csemadok to support and assist the
political movement Egyiittélés. '

On 7 February, the program statement (Egyiittélés Politikai Mozgalom a Demokracidért és
a Nemzeti Kisebbségek Jogaiért 1990, p. 4) of the preparatory commission of the political move-
ment Coexistence led by Miklos Duray was published in the daily Uj Szo. Two days later, on 9
February, at a meeting of the Presidium of the Central Committee of Csemadok, “Miklos Du-
ray, a member of the Presidium, briefed the leadership on the goals of the political movement
Egyiittélés. The Presidium of the Central Committee of Csemadok welcomes the establishment
of this movement, as ordinary members have previously spoken out in favour of the need for
a political party or movement that aims at the political representation of national minorities.
The Presidium assessed positively that the formulation of the program statement of the political
movement Egyiittélées was based on the Final Act of the Helsinki Conference, the final document
of the Vienna CSCE follow-up meeting, and other documents of international conferences on
human rights. The Presidium of the Central Committee of Csemadok also supports the political
movement Egyiittélés on the basis of its own program statement, and since support for or mem-
bership in the political movement is not incompatible with membership in Csemadok, Hungar-
ians in Czechoslovakia can be members of both” (A Csemadok KB Elndkségének allasfoglalasa
1990, p. 1; Egyiittélés Politikai Mozgalom a Demokraciaért és a Nemzeti Kisebbségek Jogaiért
1990, p. 4). Miklos Duray also confirmed this in an interview in February 1990: “Our contacts
are problem-free, because the political composition of Csemadok members is identical with the
political structure of the Hungarian minority in Czechoslovakia. Coexistence also works with
this political selection. If a Hungarian in Czechoslovakia is a member of Csemadok, he can
easily be a member of a political party or even several political movements."” I emphasise this

16 Cf. “Csemadok realised that they could not immediately transform into a political party, because at that moment they
would cease to be a cultural organisation and lose state support. So they informally decide to provide massive help to
form a Csemadok-based party, and that party was Coexistence” (Popély — Simon 2009. s. 516).

The use of the term “party” and then “political movement” was probably not a matter of chance here, as membership in
several political movements at the same time is not mutually exclusive, which is not the case for party membership (cf.
Laszl6 Szigeti’s statement on this issue). Miklos Duray was concerned in a way that, shortly before on 30 January 1990,

17
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because we must realize: if the Hungarians in Czechoslovakia do not support those political
parties and movements whose goal is their concrete political representation and fight for their
collective rights, they will be pushed to the margins of not only political but also social life. Cse-
madok s promise to support Egyiittélés in the election campaign is therefore encouraging” (Péter
Miklési: Interji Duray Miklossal 1990, p. 2).

Coexistence was thus built on the finished structures of Csemadok.'® However, it welcomed
anyone who considered it important to defend the rights of national minorities, including those
who initially sympathised with MNI but later switched to Coexistence.!

Parties were based also on a really existing need

Several authors emphasise that post-socialist political parties were not built from bottom-up,
but were founded by politicians, originated as projects of political elites and began to determine
the direction of public discourse together with the media (Szomolanyi 1999). As for the Hunga-
rian political entities in Slovakia, MNI as well as Coexistence were built from top-down as elite
projects, but at the same time we can register signs of building from bottom-up.

Since at the beginning of the revolutionary events the demand for change in society was very
strong — regardless of the fact that people imagined the change differently, or even many did not
even have an idea of what it would actually mean (from contemporary research and the press
of the time, it can be concluded that people wanted democracy in the first place), the political
force that set it first as its goal, was based on a really existing need (which it itself generated
considerably) — in this sense, it was built (also) from the bottom. On the Hungarian side, this
political force was MNI. Many followed it because it was the first, because it was the “systemic”
force that the people joined in to demonstrate their opposition to a regime they considered totali-
tarian. However, not everyone identified with the liberal aspects of the political values declared
by MNI; they were already a project from the top. It is also clear that they often signed up only

he became a member of the House of Peoples of the Federal Assembly at the suggestion of MNI (Popély — Simon 2009,
s. 789), but at that time neither MNI nor Coexistence were officially registered as political parties.

18 This does not mean that every member of Csemadok also became a member of Coexistence. Some sympathised with
Coexistence, others with MNI or MKDH. However, even before the founding of Coexistence, there were reservations
about the relationship between Csemadok and MNI, which anticipated later conflicts between the leaders of MNI and
Coexistence. For example, on 15 January 1990, the Csemadok district organisation in Nové Zamky and the local MNI
organisation issued a joint statement asking what concerns the population of Hungarian nationality in the district and im-
mediately responding to it: saying in the first place that there was a “lack of creative cooperation between the Csemadok
Central Authority and representatives of MNI” (Uj Sz6, 15 January 1990, p. 4).

19 In the mentioned document, the members of Csemadok and MNI in Nové Zamky, referring to the fact that “Hungarians
in Czechoslovakia are often accused of nationalism and irredentism due to legitimate reference to national problems”
and that “representation of nationalities in the federal government was not realised”’, wanted to convince “progressive
Slovak forces that we do not want to secede from Czechoslovakia” and declared that “at present in MNI (as an organic
part of VPN) we see the greatest political power and the greatest opportunities to secure democracy and within it na-
tional interests” (Uj Sz6, 15 January 1990, p. 4). This was before the establishment of Coexistence and MKDH, when
there was only one possible alternative from the Hungarian side, i.e. MNI. In addition to the cited statement, however,
the first signs of disappointment from MNI and VPN with regard to national issues have already begun to appear.
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formally: they took it as a “ticket” to the new system and many just “turned their coats” (which
was not only the case for those who joined MNI).

As far as Coexistence was concerned, the political value system presented by it from the be-
ginning, the central idea of which was the defence of minority rights, was more comprehensible
and acceptable to most Hungarians. The Slovak-Hungarian contradictions, which appeared as
early as December 1989 and fully developed in January 1990, evoked in them an increasingly
acute need to defend minority rights and an increasingly intense feeling that Coexistence really
builds on real existing needs. This means that both MNI and Coexistence were built in part from
the bottom. At the same time, both parties had their own, clear political ideas created from the
top, which they tried to spread more or less successfully, depending on how these ideas coinci-
ded with the real needs and requirements of the Hungarian population in Slovakia. However, we
must not forget that these needs and demands of citizens and their awareness depended not only
on social events, but also, to a large extent, on the way in which these events were presented by
the political elite and the increasingly pluralistic media.

Of the three Hungarian political entities, the building from the bottom was the most charac-
teristic of MKDH, as it was based on the bottom-up demand for freedom of religion. This need
was met in a short time by established Christian clubs, which then became the basis of Hungarian
Christian Democratic Movement itself.

Conclusion

The above-mentioned post-November Hungarian political parties in Slovakia represented
from the beginning in several respects different political value systems and the resulting differ-
ent political practice. All three respected democratic ideas, but each represented a different type
of democracy: in the case of MNI it was liberal democracy, Coexistence thought in the words
of Miklos Duray in the categories of national liberalism, and MKDH represented socially ori-
ented Christian democracy, with the goal of strengthening Hungarian national consciousness,
too. Especially between MNI and the other two parties, cleavages have been created from the
beginning. However, the first free parliamentary elections were to take place in June 1990, and
all three parties had the same ambition: they wanted to become the political representative of
the Hungarians in Slovakia. Therefore, in a sharp election campaign, their cleavages deepened.
Some of them still persist and are partly the cause of the disunity and division of the current po-
litical representation of Hungarians in Slovakia, which in 2020 did not reach parliament for the
first time after the change of system. Lessons from the genesis and contradictions of the Hungar-
ian political elite 31 years ago are therefore more relevant than ever.
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Revolution, Transformation and the Role of the Subject.
Critical Reflections On Francois Jullien’s Book
The Silent Transformations

In order to understand today’s social and political situation in East-Central Europe, one should exa-
mine in particular the consequences of post-socialist transformation. The negative and often very painful
effects of the social changes that affected Central and Eastern Europe over the last three decades have not
been overcome until today. This makes it all the more important to be better “prepared” philosophically
for future social changes. Frangois Jullien comes up with a theoretical solution. In the first part of my
paper, taking Jullien’s book The Silent Transformations as a point of departure, I show that many of the
problems that still exist in East-Central Europe largely result from placing too much emphasis on the
event of the revolution and too little on the transformation experienced by the region’s populations. Such
“intellectual blindness” may be seen as a consequence of the dominance of the transitological approach
in political and social sciences of the time, which is analyzed towards the end of the first part through (an
outline of) Boris Buden’s critique. In the second and third parts, I suggest, pace Jullien, a way towards
a moderate, “sober”, but nevertheless creative and productive understanding of the active agent by appe-
aling to the work of Hans-Herbert Kogler and Fabian Heubel.

Key words: transformation, East-Central Europe, subject, agent, Chinese philosophy, revolution

Uvod

Politicka filozofia bezpochyby nema iba popisovat’ existujlice politické javy a spolocenské
procesy, ale jej ulohou je zaroven, ¢i dokonca predovsetkym, priprava normativnych otazok, na-

' Tato §tadia je upravenou verziou textu ,,Die Revolution, die Transformation und die Rolle des Subjekts. Kritische Bet-

rachtungen zu Frangois Julliens Buch Die stillen Wandlungen®, ktory vysiel nemecky vo vedeckom ¢asopise Polylog.
Zeitschrifi fiir interkulturelles Philosophieren. Pozri (Dunaj 2022).
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vrhov a postupov.? Aby vSak politicka filozofia (a tedria) nestratila primerany vzt'ah k socialnej
realite, ktora sa snazi popisovat’ a pripadne menit, musi byt’ v nepretrzitom dialégu s réznymi
,diagndézami doby* (Zeitdiagnose), ako aj so spolocenskou (Axel Honneth) a civilizacnou ana-
Iyzou (Johann P. Arnason).® Spolocenska realita je totiz asto omnoho zlozitej$ia neZ to, ¢o re-
flektuju jednotlivé teoretické pristupy, akokol'vek st rozsiahle, obsazné ¢i presvedcivé. To bol aj
pripad Slovenska po revolucii v roku 1989, ktory v predkladanom prispevku sluzi ako ,,pripado-
va §tadia“, podobne ako Francuzsko v knihe Frangoisa Julliena Tiché premeny (Jullien, 2011).*
Snahy riesit’ ,,nase politické problémy prostrednictvom starovekej cinskej filozofie nie st na
Slovensku plna novinka. Mnozstvo nie celkom marnej prace na tomto poli vykonali predovset-
kym Egon Bondy® a Marina Carnogurska,® hoci s nesystematickymi a miestami i nejasnymi, ¢i
dokonca — najmi v druhom pripade — kontroverznymi filozofickymi vysledkami. Avsak i ked’ sa
nepodarilo vyvolat’ vyznamnej$i domdci a uz vobec nie medzinarodny filozoficky ohlas porov-
natel'ny s recepciou Frangoisa Julliena, ktorého tvorba je Siroko dostupna v hlavnych svetovych
jazykoch,” predsa len polozili na Slovensku zéaklad plodnej vymeny myslienok a nazorov. Pre
Sitatela oboznameného s tvorbou Mariny Carnogurskej a Egona Bondyho by nemal byt’ problém
pochopit, o ¢o Jullienovi vlastne ,,ide“.®! Samozrejme, vSetci menovani autori zanechali rozsiahle

Pozri k tomu napriklad Forst — Giinther (2021). Mozno taktiez siahnut’ po texte Janosa Kisa, prelozeného do cestiny,

ktory sa zac¢ina nekompromisnym vyhlasenim autora: ,,Politicka filosofie je normativni disciplinou* (Kis, 1997, 7).

Samozrejme, v mnohom mozno s autorom polemizovat’, a nemozno zo zretel’a stratit’ casovy odstup, ktory nas deli od

vydania publikacie, jednako vsak, ako zakladné orientacné vychodisko je Kisova $tudia stale relevantna. A to aj napriek

tomu, ze je tematicky zamerana priuzko, pricom sa vobec nezaobera interkultarnou perspektivou.

3 Pozri k tomu predovsetkym Honneth (2018), Arnason (2009), Arnason (2010). Metodicky tato $tadia vychadza tak

z tedrie uznania rozpracovanej Axelom Honnethom, ako aj civiliza¢nej analyzy vo verzii Johanna P. Arnasona. K rele-

vantnosti i prepojenia tychto dvoch pristupov pozri Adams (2016, s. 155).

Tento francuzsky filozof a sinolog sa v zmienenej praci in$piruje najvyznamnej$im starovekym ¢inskym textom /-fing

(pchin-jin Yi Jing, 4%), zndmym aj pod ndzvom Kniha premien. Podl'a Oldficha Krila, uz zosnulého popredného

Ceského sinologa, je jej Stadium v ¢inskej tradicii povazované ,,za zvlastni, velmi respektovanou védeckou a filosofickou

disciplinu®, pricom ,.totéz plati ve vSech zemich vychodni Asie* (Kral, 2008, s. 9). Nazov knihy /-fing je, samozrejme,

mozné prelozit r6znym spdsobom, francizstina, v ktorej pise Jullien, ponuka viaceré moznosti, napriklad: ,,Livre des

mutations*, ,,Classique des changements®, ,,Canon des mutations* alebo ,,Livre des transformations®. Rozhodol som sa

nasledovat’ nemecky preklad Jullienovej knihy Die stillen Wandlungen, a teda pouzit’ slovo Premeny/Wandlungen, ¢im

som akceptoval Standardny preklad knihy /-£ing v naSom jazykovom prostredi, a tym zaroven poukazal na suvislost

s ¢inskou filozofiou.

> Pozri napr. Bondy (1993), Bondy (2009), Bondy (2013). Pozri taktiez kolektivinu monografiu mapujicu dielo Egona
Bondyho zostavenu Petrom Kuzelom (Kuzel, 2018). V ramci nej by som upriamil pozornost najmi na Stadiu Olgy
Lomovej, ktora v zévere svojho textu zhriiuje: ,,...z hlediska dne$niho poznani d&jin Ciny a ¢inské filosofie je Bondyho
historicky prehled v fadé ohledi zastaraly a v konkrétnich detailech neudrzitelny. Na druhé strané své déjiny ¢inské
filosofie formuloval s velkorysym pfesahem k moznostem nového filosofovani a v fadé ohledti dospél k vhledu, ktery
presahuje limity dané Grovni sinologického poznani jeho doby. Jeho originalni piistup k inspirujicimu potencidlu ¢inské
filosofie a hledani cesty k propojeni riznych filosofickych tradic se dnes ukazuje jako vysoce aktualni. V souvislostech
obecnéjsich otazek ¢inské filosofie a jejiho mista v kontextu propojeného svéta vynika Bondyho Usili na poli studia ¢in-
ské filozofie jako mimofadné jasnoziivé. Daleko predbehl svou dobu také v tom, Ze se nejen vénoval komparativnimu
studiu d&jin ¢inské filosofie a jejimu zprostiedkovani $irsi vetejnosti, ale ve vlastni filosofické interpretaci 7ao te tingu
a na ni navazujicim projektu nesubstan¢ni ontologie se také pokusil o realizaci nového transkulturniho filosofického
projektu (Lomova, 2018, s. 236).

6 OhPadom Mariny Carnogurskej pozri predovsetkym Carnogurska (2006), Carnogurské (2009), Carnogurské (2013).

7 Spomedzi do angli¢tiny prelozenych Jullienovych knih pozri napriklad: Jullien (2000, 2004, 2007, 2014, 2015).

8 Frangois Jullien vo svojej knihe pontika $pecificky pohlad na obsiahlu a uz niekol’ko desat’ro¢i prebiehajicu filozoficka
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dielo, ktoré sa v pripade Carnogurskej a Julliena d’alej rozrasta; z toho dovodu je mozné v ram-
ci jednej stadie dotknut’ sa len obmedzeného mnozstva problémov. Preto sa zameriam len na
veelku uzku, no kIi€ova problematiku, tak vo vzt'ahu k prekonavaniu negativnych désledkov
transformacie po roku 1989, ako aj v stvislosti so v§eobecnou filozofickou a politicko-teoretic-
kou otazkou o moznosti a schopnosti jednotlivca kriticky reflektovat’ skuto¢nost’ a participovat
na politickych procesoch.

Prva cast’ mojho prispevku vo vztahu k uvedenej Jullienovej knihe naznacuje, ze mnohé
u nas existujuce problémy do znacnej miery suvisia s tym, ze na jednej strane sa privel’ka po-
zornost’ venovala (a stale venuje) samotnej udalosti Neznej revoliicie, pricom na druhej strane
tejto pozornosti (dost’) unikali rozlicné premeny, ktoré v spolocnosti prebiehali. Tento reduk-
cionisticky pohlad, viac ¢i menej vedome spéty s teleologickym myslienkami ,.konca dejin®,
nielenze zanedbal komplexnu analyzu spolocenskych procesov, ale sa aj malo zaujimal o to, aké
»subjekty®, resp. aky typ aktérov (agents) a aky typ konania (4gency) st vlastne potrebné na to,
aby bolo mozné stabilizovat’ novy demokraticky spolocensky poriadok pri sucasnej otvorenosti
nevyhnutnym zmenam a inovaciam. V druhej a tretej ¢asti mdjho prispevku sa pokisim nacrtnit’
moznu cestu k takému ,,novému* pochopeniu (politického) subjektu/aktéra, ktoré mozno ozna-
¢it’ viacerymi adjektivami ako vecné, umiernené, dialogické, ¢i dokonca ,.triezve®, ale predsa
kreativne, inovativne, a teda ,,otvorené™ a kritické. Napriek prvotnej inSpiracii si dovolim podro-
bit’ Jullienovu interpretaciu kritike, pricom nadviazem predovsetkym na prace Hansa-Herberta
Koglera a Fabiana Heubela. Domnievam sa, Ze uplatnenie pristupov spominanych autorov moze
pomoct’ vyhnut' sa takym chybam, ako je nedostatocny odborny zaujem o analyzu a rieSenie
negativnych dosledkov socidlnych zmien, respektive nedostato¢na schopnost’ a kvalifikovanost’
tematizovat’ ich v ramci verejnej sféry. Prave neuplné vyrovnanie sa s nezelanymi dosledkami
spolo¢enskych premien zapric¢inuje (spolu s d’alsimi faktormi) nizku citlivost’ a empatiu voci
»porazenym‘ v dosledku transformacnych procesov, €o u tychto porazenych vedie okrem iného
dokonca k otazkam o legitimite existujuceho systému ako takého.

V tomto texte ide teda o rozvinutie Specifického transkultirneho ponatia subjektu v procesoch
odohravajicich sa spolo¢enskych transformacii na zaklade interkultarneho dialogu medzi ,,Ci-
nou” a ,,Eurépou, ku ktorému Frangois Jullien prispel zasadnym spdsobom a ktorého pozornost’
nie je zamerana len na (vel'ké) politicko-historické udalosti, ale do svojho uvazovania zahiia aj
drobné, zdanlivo nevyznamné, ,tiché spolocenské premeny.

Samozrejme, autor predloZenej Studie si dostatocne jasne uvedomuje, Ze navrh inspirovat’ sa
¢inskou politickou filozofiou méze zniet' prinajlepSom nestandardne. Na druhej strane vsak pri

rowr

obrovskom naraste globalneho vyznamu Ciny,’ v rdmci ktorého klasické ¢inske chapanie $tatu

diskusiu o problematike ,,subjektu”. Domnievam sa, ze napriek Sirokej recepcii Jullienovho diela a mnohym, nezried-
ka i vel'mi ostrym odbornym kontroverziam, z ktorych niektoré uvediem nizsie, nie je debata o ,tichych premenach™
celkom vycerpana a dalsia diskusia ponuka obrovsky potencial pre rozvoj filozofického myslenia, ako aj pochopenia
spoloc¢enskych transformécii.

Spomedzi nepreberného mnozstva zahrani¢nej literatiry, i tej, ktora j kriticka vo&i rozmachu Ciny, pozri niektoré publi-
kacie dostupné v ¢eskom ¢i slovenskom jazyku, pripadne ceskej ¢i slovenskej proveniencie, napr. Allison (2018), Ringen
(2018), Kironskéa — Turcsanyi (2020), Hrubec — Voracek (2021), Krej¢i (2021).
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a spolo¢nosti nielenZe ma v krajine (jeho pévodu) svoje relevantné a nezastupitel'né miesto,'° ale
ako sa ukazuje, zarovenn ma ambiciu byt tou adekvatnou odpoved’ou na vyzvy ,,globalnej do-
by*“,"! je zrejme opodstatnené oboznamit’ sa s touto filozofickou tradiciou. To, ¢o sa v 90. rokoch,
ked’ sa Bondymu a Carnogurskej u nas podarilo upriamit’ pozornost’ na relevantnost’ &inskej
filozofie i z hl'adiska politickych problémov, zdalo byt do istej miery bizarnou zalezitost'ou, je
dnes relevantna a medzinarodne Siroko diskutovana téma. A hoci vysledky tejto diskusie nateraz
ostavaju otvorené, a ista skepsa je na mieste, je nutné vynat ju spod ,,monopolu® roznych ezote-
rickych pradov a hnutia New Age a pristipit’ k nej s patri¢nou seriéznostou.'> O to viac, ked’ze
sa mnozia hlasy porovnéavajuce ¢insku a vychodoeuropsku cestu po roku 1989, ktoré nezriedka
prave tu ¢insku interpretuji ako GspesnejSiu a mnozia sa aj hlasy, sice skor vagne, nez seriézne
rozpracované, ¢i (by) sa Vychodoeurdpania nemali vydat’ ,,¢inskym smerom®.!®

Udalost’

Pojem ,,udalost™ patri k najdélezitej§im skiimanym terminom Jullienovej interpretacie. Jul-
lien kritizuje priliSné zameranie sa na ,,udalost™ v eurdpske;j filozofickej tradicii, pricom zdoraz-
fluje, Ze tento postoj viedol k prehliadaniu malych a Casto takmer neviditenych premien, ktoré
vsak z dlhodobej perspektivy mozu byt omnoho podstatnejsie. Jullien tito skutocnost’ objasiuje
na roznych prikladoch, od osobnych vztahov (ako laska ¢i procesy starnutia) az po historické
udalosti, ako napriklad Velka franctzska revolucia. Spdsob, akym Jullien uvazuje o pojme ,,uda-
lost™, moze prispiet’ k pochopeniu a analyze vysledkov transformacnych procesov vo vychodne;j
Eurdpe, pretoze nam moéze pomoct’ adekvatnejSie vnimat', uchopit’ a vymedzit' rozdiel medzi
,udalostou® (t. . revolucia 1989) na jednej strane, na ktora predovsetkym sa zvykne upriamovat’
pozornost’, a naslednou ,,transformaciou na druhej strane, ktorej dosledky st casto mimo ofici-
alneho diskurzu. Stale je silno pritomné popularne vysvetlenie, Ze za na§ momentalny spolocen-
sky a hlavne politicky marazmus méze minuly rezim neZ ten rezim sti¢asny,'* ¢o kazdym rokom,
ktory nas vzdal'uje od Neznej revoliicie, bude zniet nezmyselnejSie a nezmyselnejsie, akokol'vek
sa elity a odborna verejnost’ tomu budu branit’. Aplikovanie Jullienovho pristupu na Slovensko
nabada vyznamnejSie sa zamerat’ na pretrvavanie mechanizmov, praktik a spésobov myslenia,

10 Pozri Bell (2010), Angle (2012), Bai (2019), Cching (2020), Bell — Wang (2020).

" Pozri napr. Zhao (2021).

V tomto ohlade je zaujimavé, Ze postupne sa slovenskej, najmé viak eskej sinologii, dari zapiiiat’ d’al§imi a d’al§imi pre-
kladmi biele miesta na poli klasickej ¢inskej filozofie a historiografie, pozri napriklad preklady Lukasa Zadrapy (Chan-
-fej-¢’, 2011; Chan-fej-c’, 2013; Siin-¢’, 2019) ¢i Olgy Lomovej (Lomova, 2012). Sticasna ¢inska filozofia, a teda to, ako
na tieto klasické texty ¢inskej tradicie reaguju a zaroven d’alej rozvijaju sucasni ¢inski filozofi a politicki teoretici, ndam
v nasom jazykovom spolocenstve ostava viac menej skryté — rovnako ako ndm ostavaju skryté sucasné ¢inske reakcie na
,zapadni“ filozoficku a politologicku produkciu.

Samozrejme, ostava otazka, ¢i to bola v roku 1989 v naSom regione vobec jedna z moznosti. Pozri k tomu ako k celko-
vému problému vnimania ¢inskeho uspechu vo vychodnej Eurdpe napr. Ghodsee — Orenstein (2021, s. 60 — 62).
Pripadne je kritika zamerana na konkrétnych politikov, Vladimir Meciar resp. Robert Fico st ,,démoni* predovsetkym
pre pravicového voli¢a, Mikula§ Dzurinda s Ivanom MikloSom pre toho l'avicového, ale chybaji obsiahlejSie a naprie¢
politickym spektrom akceptované interpretacie toho, ¢o sa vlastne za tych poslednych vyse tridsat’ rokov stalo.
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ktor¢ existovali uz pred rokom 1989, aby sme spravne pochopili naslednt transformaciu. Rovna-
ko dolezité je vsak tymto spdsobom spracovat najmé prvych patnast’ rokov transformacie, pocas
ktorych sa od seba vyznamne vzdialili ocakavania spété s nastolenim demokracie deklarované
v roku 1989 a realna fakticita nového rezimu (v kratkosti azda mozno oznacit’ tento proces ,,0d
demokratického socializmu k neoliberalizmu®). Vd’aka tomu mozno vysvetlit mnohé dodnes
existujice problémy, a okrem iného tiez skuto¢nost, ako a preco si vtedajSie prednovembrové
spolocenské elity v podstate bez viacsich prekazok udrzali vplyv, ktory pretrvava az do sucas-
nosti,! a taktiez, ako vznikli elity nové — predovsetkym tie mocenské a ekonomické.

Pre blizsie vysvetlenie siahnem po priklade délezitej historickej udalosti, na ktort poukazuje
Jullien vo svojej knihe. Ide o americky ,,11. september®. V suvislosti s tymto prikladom ak-
centuje Jullien dva terminy: negativno (teda akasi negativna sila ¢i faktor) a tiché dozrievanie.
Vsimnime si najprv, ako sa na tato udalost’ pozera Jullien. Néasledne spojme jeho uvahy s dianim
v Ceskoslovensku po roku 1989.

Jullien sa pyta: ,,Nebola tato kruta udalost’ (11. september — L. D.) udalost'ou par excellen-
ce, ktord prevratila dejiny sveta, takze ani ti, ¢o ju naplanovali, nemohli predvidat, ¢o vsetko
spoOsobi a aké nové moznosti prinesie? Tu sa vSak domnievam, Ze je mozné obratit’ nas uhol
pohladu, pretoze vari tu neslo (...) o pomerne viditel'ny, hlasny a dokonca vel'kolepy ,nastup*
premeny, ktord je tichd prave preto, ze je globdlna a (...) pravom sa nazyva ,globalizaciou‘?
Véazne by si niekto dokazal predstavit, v akomsi zadchvate optimizmu zrodeného z osvieten-
stva, ze padol aj posledny ,mur‘ a ze sa odteraz budu vsetky narody spolocne radit’, ze to
negativne sa definitivne stiahne po $pickach z Dejin, z Dejin, ktoré sa skoncili, pretoze boli
navzdy spacifikované? Skoér som presvedceny, ze tato negativna sila, ktorda posobi naprie¢
dejinami a nikdy nezmizne a ktorej uz nie je (...) dovolené mierit’ na Vonkajsi svet, predstavu-
juci odlisny tabor ¢i odlisnu triedu tak, ako to bolo medzi USA a ZSSR v ¢ase studenej vojny
(pretoze globalizacia tento VonkajSok potlacila), sa prirodzene zvnutornila, a Ze ked’ stratila
moznost’ prejavit’ sa priamo, v ohranicenej podobe a otvorene, mdze jestvovat uz len tajne,
v podobe, ktora by sa uz nedala vymedzit, ale mohla by sa $irit’ (a objavit’ sa znovu bez vy-
strahy) vo forme ,terorizmu‘. Globalne premeny, a tie, ktoré nasledne prestali byt viditeI'né:
ekonomické zaujmy, odteraz prili§ pevne vpletené do toho istého ,sveta® zakonmi trhu, zlomy,
ktoré postupne vedu k ,reformam* na inej Grovni, na Grovni presvedcenia a hodnét, (...) kde sa
ideologia mdze opét’ presadit’ v plnom autondmnom prave — s navratom k dogmam, obetiam
a triumfalnej viere, st o to nachylnejsie predvadzat’ svoju nekompromisnost’ nasilim, pretoze
sa mdzu bezostySne postavit’ proti zafalo slabému (ak nie je otvorene pokrytecky) diskurzu
medzinarodnej spoluprace, t. j. jednomyselne vysielanym a ,vyluéne pozitivnym* emodciam.
Nepopieram (...), ze efekt 11. septembra zosilnel v dosledku nemilosrdnej premeny mocen-
skych vztahov a politického spravania, zaroven si v§ak myslim, Ze ho mozno vnimat ako

15 Pravdaze, situacia v jednotlivych vychodoeurdpskych krajinach je rézna. Niektoré sa distancovali od minulého rezimu

vyraznejsie nez Slovensko, ¢o ma, samozrejme, svoje Specifické dovody. Obdobie rokov 1948 — 1989 a zvlast’ po roku
1970 nie je na Slovensku vSak ani zd’aleka vnimané ako obdobie ,,upadku”, ekonomického ¢&i spolo¢enského rozvratu,
prave naopak, takym je Siroko vnimané prave obdobie po roku 1989, zvlast’ devitdesiate roky. Pozri napriklad: (Peknik
et al. 2006, s. 42-46).
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ovocie rekonfiguracie a tichého dozrievania toho negativneho,'® ktoré ma popri samotnom
fakte invazie aj svoje endemické prejavy (ako napriklad vojna v Afganistane) (pricom ostava)
v tomto konkrétnom pripade prekryty senzacnostou Udalosti, jej uc¢inkom dramatickej kon-
denzacie* (Jullien, 2011, s. 120 — 121)."7

Nazna¢me teraz paralelu medzi uvedenou udalost'ou a zaciatkom Neznej revolucie na Sloven-
sku a v Ceskej republike 17. novembra 1989. Aj tu i§lo o udalost’, ktora priniesla novy zvrat v de-
jinach. Na rozdiel od 11. septembra a jeho negativnych konotacii je vSak tento datum v oboch
Zastiach byvalého Ceskoslovenska nabity prevazne pozitivnymi asociaciami ,,slobody a demok-
racie®.

Hoci existuje viacero sociologickych a historickych §tadii, ktoré ocenuji pozitivne aspekty
uskutocnenych spolocenskych zmien, existuje aj mnoho takych, ktoré upozoriuju na ich ne-
gativne dosledky a nenaplnené o¢akévania.'® Zaujatie razneho a nekompromisného stanoviska
v prospech jednej ¢i druhej strany vyznamne limituje vecnti debatu o minulom rezime, ako aj po-
novembrovej transformacii.'” Mozno azda nateraz tieto, akokol'vek dolezité, ale v podstate ,,ne-
konec¢né* a pravdepodobne i neukoncite'né diSputacie prenechat” historikom, pre ,,nas problém*
je ovel'a dolezitejsie poukazat’ na isti zavaznu skutocnost, a to na pomerne vyznamne rozsireny
pocit ,,neslobody®, ktory aj v novom rezime pocituje znacna Cast’ slovenského obyvatel'stva.?’
Vyznieva paradoxne, ze najdolezitejSia kritika starého socialistického rezimu bola zamerana
prave na tento nedostatok slobody, teda na problém, ktory bol — aspon podl'a dominujucej inter-
pretacie — idajne odstraneny (vitazstvom demokracie) 17. novembra 1989. Tento datum si dnes
pripominame ako ,,Den boja za slobodu a demokraciu. A hoci nie je jednoduché zachytit’ vSetky
pocity ¢i verejné nazory, ktoré navyse nemusia adekvatne a komplexne reflektovat’ existujicu si-
tuaciu, jednako vsak podobne upozoriuje FrantiSek Novosad, ze si ,,ddvame dnes skoro rovnako
pozor na ,jazyk® ako kedysi* (Novosad, 2010, s. 29). Ako vel’ky problém vnima spravanie elit,
ktoré na rozmanité, najma ekonomické problémy reaguju akoby podla vyroku prisudzovaného
Marie-Antoinette, Ze ,,Ked nemaju na chlieb, nech jedia kolace!* (ibid.). Je zrejmé, ze takato
arogancia elit v predchadzajucom desatroci Coraz viac zivila ,,negativne sily* vratane tych, kto-
ré uz nechcu demokraticky rezim a hl'adaju iné spolocenské poriadky, Casto s extrémistickymi

16 Vo vzt'ahu k ¢inskej filozofii chapem adjektivum negativno v dvoch vyznamoch. Na filozoficko-ontologickej tirovni ako
nieco vzdy existujuce, zakotvené vo vsetkych prvkoch a entitdich vesmiru. Pohyb veci vo svete vyplyva z neustaleho
napdtia medzi ,.kladnym™ a ,,zapornym* p6lom, symbolicky vyjadreny znamym jin-jangovym zobrazenim. Nejde vSak
o ,dialektiku® a la Hegel, ale skor ,,multilektiku‘, ktora sa ubera r6znymi smermi a nema ziadne ,,findle*. V druhom
vyzname chapem negativno normativne, ako nieco, ¢o je jednoducho zl¢. Ide teda o uroven spolocensku, ktora je vzdy
historicka, takze interpretacia negativneho zavisi od kontextu a pozorovatela. V tejto suvislosti Jullienovu klasifikaciu
nemozno vnimat’ bez otdznikov. Napriek tomu tu nebudem otvarat’ zlozitt debatu, podl'a akych kritérii by sme sa mali
rozhodnut’ ¢o je ,,dobré* a o ,,zI€“, respektive spravodlivé/nespravodlivé. Len uvediem, ako bolo naznacené v Givode
textu, ze prace Axela Honnetha, napriek potrebe d’alSieho rozvinutia (pozri Dunaj, 2022b), tvoria dolezité vychodisko
mdjho uvazovania o probléme.

Nebudem tu nateraz analyzovat, do akej miery sucasnost’ zodpoveda Jullienovmu postrehu, do akej miery tato perspek-
tiva zastarala, a ¢i ndhodou az prili§ nezovseobecnil isti dobovu konstelaciu. Tento citat slizi v texte ako vzor pre snahu
uchopit’ tiché premeny aj v inych historickych situaciach a kontextoch.

18 Ther (2016); Krapfl (2009).

19 Pozri k tomu (Dunaj, 2021).

2 Pozri napriklad prieskum Focusu: https://focus-research.sk/files/n283_TS_Sloboda%20a%20demokracia.pdf
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Crtami. Zda sa, Ze to, Co sa zacalo ako proces tichého dozrievania, teraz rozputalo exploziu
spoloc¢enského rozhorcenia, ktoré znizuje ¢i dokonca celkom blokuje moznosti inteligentného
rieSenia problémov (J. Dewey).?!

Na overenie tejto hypotézy, samozrejme, treba vykonat’ podrobny vyskum porovnavajuici jed-
notlivé krajiny, na tomto mieste sa preto pokiisim iba o kratky exkurz k ,,ideologii tranzitologie*
(pouzijic termin Borisa Budena), ktora mala napomoct Gspesnej tranzicii od nedemokratického
k demokratickému rezimu, pricom dnes uz nie je celkom jasné, ¢i skor naopak neprispela k (de-
finitivnemu?) poskodeniu legitimity liberalnej demokracie. Johann Arnason v tejto suvislosti
konstatuje: ,,Najzakladnej$im — aj ked’ Casto latentnym — predpokladom tranzitologie je, ze si-
Casna zapadna konstelacia kapitalizmu, demokracie a narodného $tatu (s prihliadnutim na urcité
rozdiely v ndzoroch na relativnu vahu posledného faktora) predstavuje univerzalny a definitivny
model na ceste ku globalnemu vzostupu (...) Celkovo tento pristup odrdza vel'mi obmedzeny
zaujem o historické skusenosti mimo zdpadného centra; nie je dovod nesthlasit’ s mad’arskym
kritikom (Rudolf Tokés — L. D.), ktory tranzitolégiu oznacil za formu intelektualneho neokolo-
nializmu* (Arnason, 2000, s. 9). A hoci sa zda, Ze ,,tranzitologia 90. rokov 20. storocia upada do
zasluzeného zabudnutia® (Arnason, 2011, s. 131), ako uvadza Arnason inde, nemusi to tak byt
naozaj, resp. nesta¢i len zdiskreditovanie jej vedeckej relevantnosti, ak sa z kolektivnej paméti
nevytrati aj jej ideologické dedicstvo, ¢o totiz zd’aleka nie je pripad vyznamnej Casti intelektual-
nych, kultarnych, ale najmé ekonomickych a podnikatel'skych elit.

Je skutoCne naroc¢ne postihnut’ vsetky faktory, dovody a technické aspekty zmien, ktoré¢ nastali
v analyzovanom regione v 90. rokoch 20. storocia — od sprvoti dominujtcich myslienok smeruju-
cich k demokratickému socializmu az po vit'azstvo radikalneho neoliberalizmu a netolerantného
antikomunizmu. Ponechajme bokom, ¢i takéto myslienkové obraty pramenia z tizby po osobnom
zisku, a su teda len prejavom ¢istého oportunizmu, alebo su skutocne sticastou conditio humana.
Druhd moznost’ znamena, Ze len Cast’ obyvatel'stva — zvycajne kontingentne vznikajica — dokaze
zaujat’ kriticky odstup od svojej socialnej reality, zatial’ co zvySok spolocnosti sa vezie s pridom
a podvedome prijima nadhodne sa meniace socialne predstavy. To je vskutku stary filozoficky prob-
1ém a napriklad prace uz viackrat spominaného Johanna P. Arasona v tejto oblasti (inSpirované
najmi textami Cornelia Castoriadisa) ponukaji kvalifikované a uzito¢né poznatky prostrednic-
tvom sociohistorizacie subjektov (a teda relativizacie identity jednotlivca) bez toho, aby im bola
ukradnuta autonomia a potencial budiiceho osobného i spolo¢enského rozvoja.? Rychly posun
verejnej mienky k antikomunizmu a proti socializmu (v jeho akejkol'vek podobe — a teda i proti
pokusom o demokraticky socializmus) to zrejme potvrdzuje. Na to je vSak potrebna d’alSia a pod-
robnejsia diskusia. Zatial’ sa obmedzme na niekol’ko predbeznych poznamok.

Vyrok Rudolfa Tokésa (mad’arského kritika, ktorého Arnason spomina vyssie) o tom, Ze tran-
zitologia sa zmenila na akysi intelektudlny neokolonializmus, ma skuto¢ne trpkua prichut’. ESte
zalostnejsie je, Ze v podstate vyjadruje skutoény stav. Hoci sa diskurz o ,,kolénidch® v ramci EU
zameriava prevazne na ekonomické aspekty,” ,,ideoldgia tranzitologie* pokryva ovela SirSie

21 Diskusiu 0 moznej analdgii s onym marxovskym zakonom prerastania kvantity na kvalitu ponechavam nateraz bokom.

22 Pozri predovsetkym Arnason (2003), Arnason (2020).
2V nagom priestore ho spopularizovala predovietkym I. Svihlikova (2015).

STUDIA PoLIiTICA SLovAacA, XV, 2022/1



Revolucia, transformacia a rola subjektu. Kritické poznamky ku knihe Frangoisa Julliena Tiché Premeny 35

spektrum a ponuka komplexnejsi pohl'ad na svet, spdsob zivota a dokonca aj zmysel zivota (pre
stupenca ideoldgie nezastavite'ného historického pokroku). Iste, nemozeme tu obsiahnut’ vsetky
aspekty problému; d’al$i uz spomenuty vychodo-stredoeurdpsky autor (chorvatskeho povodu)
Boris Buden vSak pontka mozné vysvetlenie ideologizacie tranzitologie. Poukazuje na to, Ze
koncept tranzicie pdvodne vznikol s cielom popisat’ rdézne typy zmien rezimu v Juznej Amerike
a juznej Eurdpe koncom 60. a zaciatkom 70. rokov 20. storocia. Tento koncept spociatku ne-
oznacoval ni¢ viac nez interval medzi dvoma politickymi rezimami. Politickd veda v tom cCase
vo vzt'ahu k tomuto pristupu zvicsa narabala s fenoménom zmeny len retrospektivne a snazila
sa ziskat’ poucenie z historickej skusenosti ex post. Podl'a Budena zaujem o buducnost’ nebol
vyrazne pritomny a transformacia nemusela nevyhnutne viest' k demokracii, ale aj k este autori-
tativnejsiemu rezimu (Buden uvadza priklad Cile, kde Allendeho pri moci vystriedal Pinochet).
Buden tvrdi, ze koncom 80. rokov doslo k zmene v chdpani pojmu transformécia. Odvtedy sa
pojem transformdcia spaja takmer vylucne s tzv. postkomunistickymi spolo¢nostami. Cielom
zmeny bolo dosiahnut’, aby tymto spolo¢nostiam umoznila pristup do globalneho kapitalistic-
kého systému zapadnej liberdlnej demokracie. Uz teda nejde o deskriptivnu disciplinu, ktora
je zamerana na minulost’; teraz je to skor normativna disciplina, taka, ktora je orientovand na
budutcnost’ a ktora prerastla na ideologiu (Buden, 2013, s. 37 — 40). V tomto zmysle Boris Buden
ironicky opisuje obdobie po zmene v roku 1989 ako ¢as, ,.ked” sloboda potrebovala deti (ibid.,
s. 35). Rozcul'uje sa nad postkomunistickou situaciou, ked’ ti, ktori hoci zvrhnutim autoritar-
skych rezimov ani coby chceli dokazat’ svoju politicka zrelost’, v skuto¢nosti potrebovali ,,vy-
chovu‘ k demokracii, pricom ich prirovnava k malym detom. ,,Metafory* z postkomunistického
zargonu, ako poznamenava Buden — ,,vychova k demokracii, skisky z demokracie, Skola de-
mokracie, demokracia, ktora stale este potrebuje plienky, ktora rastie a dozrieva a mozno ma este
na nohach detské topanocky, pokusa sa o prvé neisté kroky, jednoducho demokracia, ktora trpi
detskymi chorobami* (ibid.) —, opakovane zneuzivali prave na zakrytie neoliberalnej politiky
(ale i napriklad aj americkych vojnovych dobrodruzstiev).?* Teraz moZeme konstatovat’, Ze ¢asto
ovela viac prispeli k oslabeniu demokracie a demokratického myslenia ako takého nez k jej
posilneniu, pricom tento proces urychlila hospodarska kriza v rokoch 2008 — 2009 a nasledne
imigracna kriza v roku 2015. Obe, teda tak deregulacia finanénych transakcii, ako aj rozvratenie
Iraku (s d’alsim dosledkami pre Syriu i $irsi region), maja svoj povod v USA. Aj ked’ je tazké
pochopit’, ako I'ahko sa aj na Slovensku opétovne etablovalo rusofilstvo — a to nielen vo vztahu
k prebiehajticej vojne na Ukrajine — azda ziadna krajina si neposkodila svoj imidz tak zasadne
a za také kratke obdobie, ako sa to podarilo USA v poslednych desatrociach. Na nasu Skodu je,
ze sa s tym do znacnej miery ,,zviezla“ i mySlienka demokracie ako taka.”

2 Ur¢ith problematizaciu Budenovych analyz vsak treba pripustit, pretoze bez tejto ,,vzdelavacej podpory* zo Zapadu,

rozumej istej podpory pre rozvoj ob¢ianskej spolo¢nosti, ako aj bez vizie stat’ sa siiCast'ou Eurdpskej tnie, by obc¢ianske
spolocnosti vo vychodnej a strednej Europe dnes boli este slabSie a navrat autoritarskej a protizapadnej viny by bol
ovel'a 'ahsi. Antidemokratické politické podhubie — l'avicového aj pravicového charakteru — bolo stale pomerne silné
a v priebehu rokov dokonca zosilnelo, najmé na strane pravice. Ur€ite treba poniiknut’ komplexnejsi obraz, ked’ze vSetky
tie zmeny a turbulencie zd’aleka nesuvisia len s ekonomikou, a teda s jej neoliberalnou podobou, i ked’ ta dominovala.

Pozri moj pokus ,,zachranit* ideu demokracie v jej ,.kontinentalnej podobe, ktora ma byt nielen o socidlnom $tate, aj
ked’ na rozdiel od americkej verzie ide o kI'iovi historickt inovéciu, ale mala by sa vyhnit i progresivistickym exce-
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Najdolezitejsia Cast’ Budenovej argumentacie upriamuje pozornost’ na manipulativne Sirené
argumenty determinizmu notoricky znameho Vychodoeurdépanom pod nazvom historicky deter-
minizmus, ktory bol kI'i¢ovou sucast'ou komunistickej ideologie. Rozobrat’ podrobnejsie analo-
gie medzi marxizmom-leninizmom a neoliberalizmom je mimo ramca tohto prispevku. Rovnako
nemdzeme analyzovat’ ani uspech neoliberalnej ideoldgie v inych Castiach sveta alebo naopak,
relativne tispesnt obranu socialneho Statu najmé na severe Eurdpy. Napriek tomu svetonazorové
aspekty liberdlnej utdpie,*® ba dokonca aj jej zaobchadzanie s vlastnym zmyslom existencie, vy-
kazuju isté podobnosti s marxisticko-leninskou ortodoxiou, pricom ta prva spociva prave v tejto
,»slepej sluzbe novej historickej nevyhnutnosti.

Jednym z pouceni z transformacnych procesov na Slovensku po roku 1989 je, ze ak ma byt
spolocenska transformacia uspesna z hl'adiska rozsahu spoloc¢enskych zmien, vyzaduje si ovel'a
komplexnejSie procesy nez len politicku revoluciu ako taku, ktord predstavuje len pociato¢nu
udalost’ na spustenie rozsiahlej reorganizacie. Az po revollcii sa totiz zacal skutocny boj za
demokraciu, pretoze porazené sily, hoci oslabené a ovladnuté, uplne nezmizli. Podl'a mojho
nazoru najvacsou chybou obcanov na Slovensku bolo, ze mnohi z nich vnimali demokraciu len
formalne, ako politicky systém ¢i ,,pravny ramec*, pricom nechapali, aké zlozité je udrzat’ de-
mokraticku formu $tatu pri zivote. V skutocnosti sa obcania spravali tak, akoby sa nachadzali na
konci dejin, kde uz nielenZe neexistuje negativno, ale kde sa demokracia vyvija sama od seba.?’
A ideologia tranzitologie ich v tom len utvrdzovala — namiesto zamerania sa na konkrétne prob-
Iémy sa dookola omiel’ali jednotlivé hesla a principy, predovsetkym, vsak ,,viera“, Ze je nutné
byt trpezlivy, a ekonomicky uspech, ako aj skuto¢na demokracia, sa isto dostavia — lebo Dejiny
su na svojom konci.

Na tomto mieste sa zdrzim podrobnej$ej historickej rekonstrukcie®® a prejdem k problematike
dozrievania toho negativneho (a, samozrejme, v inom kontexte i toho pozitivneho). Hlavnou
otazkou je, Ci pristup zamerany na ,,udalost* ako na prelomovy moment na uskuto¢nenie zela-
nych zmien (v tomto pripade nazor, ze rok 1989 priniesol konecné vitazstvo slobody a demok-
racie) nds nezaslepuje pred skutoénymi nebezpecenstvami, ktoré nasej spolocnosti hrozia od
antidemokratickych sil. Na Slovensku k nim patria predovsetkym dva extrémy: krajny konzerva-
tivizmus, ktory Cerpa svoje myslienky a principy nielen z fasistickej a nacistickej ,,doktriny*, ale
aj z historického ,,dedi¢stva“ Hitlerovho satelitu, prvej Slovenskej ,.klérofasistickej republiky
(1939 — 1945), a krajna lavica, ktora vsak v protiklade s radikalnymi demokratickymi stranami
¢i skupinami na Zapade ma viac neostalinistickych a Statno-socialistickych ¢ft. Nie je tu priestor
vysvetlit’ ani ukédzat’, preco su si tieto dva prudy na opacnych koncoch spektra dnes v mnohych

som, stracajucim schopnost’ dialogicky riesit’ rozmanité historické vyzvy, ¢i uz environmentalne, geopolitické, socialne,
ekonomické, vojenské... (Dunaj, 2022b).

Pozri k tomu Arnason (1993, s. 186). Arnason odkazuje na Sgard, J., ‘L’utopie libérale en Europe de I’Est’, Esprit. no. 7,
1992, 62 - 83.

Samozrejme, takéto silné tvrdenie treba dolozit’ faktami. Ako jeden z relevantnych indikatorov na tomto mieste poukazem
len na dlhodobu nizku G¢ast’ na volbach, najmi do eurdpskeho parlamentu a do VUC, ale aj pri inych moznostiach
participacie na sprave veci verejnych, ako st napriklad referenda.

Navrhoval by som vsak zacat’ s horeuvedenymi a d’alsimi textami od Jamesa Krapfla, Borisa Budena ¢i Philippa Thera,
ale aj napriklad pracami od Michala Kopecka ¢i d’alSich autorov, pozri napriklad: Kopecek (2011), Kopecek (2019),
Barsa — Slacalek — Hesova (2022).
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ohl'adoch také blizke a do akej miery mézu negativne dosledky globalizacie posobit’ ako kataly-
zator ich vzniku a neskor$ej konsolidacie.?”” To, ¢o v8ak tychto aktérov spaja, je velka nenavist’
voci liberdlnej demokracii a Zapadu vo vSeobecnosti. Vel'ka cast’ obyvatel'stva povazuje pojmy
,liberalny* a ,,demokracia‘“ za pejorativne a tento postoj dozrieva uz roky.*

Subjekt

V Siestej kapitole tu diskutovanej Jullienovej knihy, ktora nesie nazov ,,Symboly premeny*,
franctizsky filozof, inSpirovany ¢inskou filozofickou tradiciou, ktort nazyva taoistika (Jullien,
2011, s. 34), piSe: ,,Porovnajme obe (revoluciu a transformaciu — L. D.) z hl'adiska ich u¢innosti
(sic) — ...alebo toho, ¢o Nemci nazyvaji Wirklichkeit. Ked’ze revoltcia nuti situaciu dospiet
do krajného bodu, odhodlana razne skoncovat’ so zavedenym poriadkom, ako akcia, a to do-
konca akcia dovedena do krajnosti, nevyhnutne vyvolava reakciu, ktora bojuje, ¢i skor zapasi
v priestore priznanych sil, z ktorych sa stali superi. Takyto postup vytvara protivnika a posiliiuje
ho; a hoci sily, ktoré su vystavené utlaku, zazivaju prenasledovanie, porazku a krach, predsa len
nenapadne pokracuju vo svojej ¢innosti, az kym znova nedosiahnu Gspech. Po kazdej revolucii
nasleduje ,reStauracia‘, teda navrat k povodnym pomerom, ku ktorému skor ¢i neskor dojde, kto-
ry vSak potom odmieta odist, pretoze revolucia nedokazala najst’ (svoj) prijatelny zmysel, ktory
by jej umoznil zaclenit’ sa do historického kontextu. Naproti tomu (tichd transformacia) nepo-
uziva silu ani sa nestavia do cesty, nebojuje, ale (...) razi si cestu, prenikd, rozvetvuje sa a stava
sa vSadepritomnou — ,8iri sa ako Skvrna‘. Integruje sa, ked sa rozpada; nechava sa vclenit’, hoci
sama rozklada, dokonca az do tej miery, do akej ju samotnt prijimaji. Aj preto je ticha: pretoze
nevyvolava ziaden odpor; nikto proti nej neprotestuje ani nepomysla na jej odmietnutie, nikto
nebada jej postup* (ibid., s. 66 — 67).3!

2V tomto kontexte mozno spomenut’ Cubosa Blahu, ktory akoby pontikal argumenty a v podstate spajal oba tabory, najma
ked’ ide o kritiku globalizacie. Pozri jeho eklektick a v mnohych ohl'adoch problematicku pracu: Blaha (2018).

Pozri napriklad spravu Globsecu: https://www.globsec.org/publications/perception-of-democracy-and-conspiracies-in-
slovakia/

Jullienove poznamky o reformach a jeho tendencia uvazovat’ o spoloc¢enskych a politickych zmenach skér v zmysle
transformacie nez revolicie moézu na prvy pohlad pripominat’ spor medzi ,,radikalmi“ a ,,reformatormi‘ alebo — ak po-
uzijeme historicky relativne nedavnu paralelu — medzi komunistami a socialnymi demokratmi. Jullienovo ¢itanie Knihy
premien vSak nemozno redukovat’ na jediny historicky jav. Myslienka tichej premeny ma totiz ovela $irSiu platnost’
nielen pre politiku a ekonomiku, ale aj pre najroznejsie situacie a aspekty zivota — v tejto sivislosti mozno spomenut’ aj
koncepciu moderantnosti Jana Patocku [pozri moj pokus nacrtnut’ dialég medzi Honnetovskou kritickou tedriou, antic-
kou starostou o seba, konfucianskou filozofiou (Dunaj 2017). Len na okraj uvediem, ze navzdory tomu, ze v eurdpskej
tradicii a zvlast’ v nam blizkom nemecky hovoriacom priestore, sa o vztahu revolucie a reformy diskutuje uz viac ako
100 rokov — s roznymi zavermi —, na Slovensku sa stale nepodarilo etablovat’ skutoéne socialno-demokraticku stranu,
ktora by na jednej strane vyznavala progresivne hodnoty, na druhej strane ale bola v nepopulistickom dialégu so sloven-
skou spolo¢nost’ou, a tak krok za krokom (potichu) transformovala Slovensko ziaducim smerom. Ako jedno z moznych
vychodisk by mohlo byt nadviazanie na Karla Hrubého, pozri Hruby (2018), Hruby (2022. Pozri taktiez monotematické
Cislo Philosophica Critica 2/2021, venované prave Karlovi Hrubému). Pripadne Erazima Kohaka (2013). Obaja, i ked’
mapujuci predovsetkym cesku historiu a spolocnost’, by mohli byt’ vd’aka kultirnej pribuznosti pritazlivi a relevantni
i pre slovensku skuto¢nost’.
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Hoci Jullien skuto¢ne poskytuje podnety na zamyslenie, jeho pohl'ad nie je celkom bez prob-
[émov. Po prvé, mohli by sme sa hned’ pytat, ¢i kazdu revoluciu nevyhnutne vystrieda restau-
racia, pricom toto tvrdenie by si vyzadovalo dokladnt analyzu podstatnej Casti takychto prelo-
movych udalosti. Okrem toho by mohla vzniknut’ otazka, ¢i po revoluciach v 80. rokoch 20.
storoc¢ia na Slovensku, ¢i v d’al§ich krajinach stredovychodnej a vychodnej Eurdpy, skutocne
doslo k navratu k starym pomerom. A napokon by sa dalo teoretizovat’, ¢i je vobec mozné pristu-
povat’ k dejinam takymto ,,ontologickym* ¢i rovno taoistickym spdsobom.

Skusme sa vsak d’alej inSpirovat’ Jullienom. Napriklad ked’ ide o Rusko, zda sa byt zrejmé,
ze pocas vlady Vladimira Putina v krajine doslo k novej forme restauracie, ktord v mnohych
ohl'adoch ide este hlbsie nez pred roky 1989/1991. A hoci sa na krajiny stredovychodnej Euro-
py musi nazerat’ individualne, mozno opitovne zdoraznit, Ze bez ich motivacie stat’ sa ¢lenmi
EU by autoritarske sily vzrastli omnoho rychlejsie. Navzdory tomu je jasné, Ze — ako napriklad
v Pol'sku ¢ Mad’arsku — ani &lenstvo v EU niekedy nestaéi zastavit' nastup antidemokratickych
sil a antiliberalne prady, ktoré¢ sa tesia vel'kej popularite aj vd’aka svojej protieuropskej rétorike
(to, samozrejme, Ciasto¢ne plati aj pre ,,staré Clenské staty®, ich zahrnutie do diskusie by vsak
vyzadovalo d’alsie do6lezité nuansy).

Prejdime teraz k Jullienovmu komentaru k Franctzskej revolucii, po ktorom uvediem hlavna
kriticka vyhradu. Jullien zdéraznuje: ,,Na jednej strane vidime, ze Francuzska revolicia viedla
takmer celé storocie k sledu restauracii a revoltcii, kym sa stabilizovali jej vysledky a naplnili
jej ocakavania, pricom islo skor o pozvol'ny proces, tentoraz bez ziadneho vynimo¢ného ¢inu,
pretoze parlamentny rezim vznikol akymsi neurCitym a ,nedeklarovanym* spdsobom, a to skor
v dosledku zaniku a pre nedostatok inych moznosti, spésobom, vyhovujucim kritéridm spolo-
Censkej rovnovahy, vd’aka comu sa stal znesite'nym, a dokonca odteraz jedinym zivotaschop-
nym prejavom tretej republiky. Na druhej strane a v protiklade k tymto velkolepym udalostiam,
otrasom a politickym nasledkom vidime, Ze transformacie sa §irili bez toho, aby na seba upo-
zornovali, a to nielen v ekonomickej a socialnej oblasti, ale aj vo sfére presvedcenia a lojality.
Vnucuju sa bez akéhokol'vek odporu. Predurcuji, orientuja, prenikaju a nechavaju sa asimilo-
vat. Anonymné a bez tvare — nemozno sa na ne zamerat’, a uz vobec nie na ne reagovat. Menia
stav veci bez jediného slova, a to az natol’ko, Ze vyvolavaju jeho zrutenie, pricom sa nedaju
premoct’, a nie st ani vidite'né, a to i napriek dokazom, ktoré zanechévaju, takze nikomu by ani
nenapadlo, Ze by im mohol vzdorovat™ (Jullien, 2011, s. 67 — 68).

Pokial’ ide o toto Jullienovo tvrdenie, aj tu je nevyhnutna dokladna analyza a historicka rekon-
strukcia, aby sa zistilo, i takéto procesy skutocne prebiehali ,,potichu®, ,,anonymne*, ,,bez boja*
a ,,bez tvare™ a ¢i boli schopné presadit’ Specifické socialno-politické idedly bez toho, aby mu-
seli ,,bojovat’ o0 uznanie®“.*> V tejto suvislosti by si historicky a sociologicky vyskum (napriklad
v oblasti dejin Zenskych hnuti) urcite zasluzil viac Jullienovej pozornosti a zrejme by odhalil
komplexnost’ daného historického obdobia a mnoho socidlnych konfliktov. Samozrejme, tazko
verit, ze by mohol byt Jullien v tejto suvislosti takto naivny, jednoducho neberie dostatocne
zretel’ na rozmanité socilne boje a budi dojem, Ze by k stabilizacii pomerov doslo tak ¢i tak. To,

32 Pozri k tomu paradigmatickl pracu Axela Honnetha (Honneth, 1996), d’alej $pecifikovanu (popri dal$ich pracach)
v kontroverzii s Nancy Fraser (2004).
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¢o totiz v Jullienovej analyze zjavne chyba, je homo agens, t. j. cielavedome konajuci subjekt,
ktory sa zucastnuje na spolocenskych diskusiach a procesoch, iniciuje ich, pohana ich vpred
a v kone¢nom dosledku presadzuje zmeny. Pravda, Frangois Jullien to nepopiera, prave naopak,
v stiboji konkurenénych koncepcii sti¢asnej filozofie svoju tedriu zaklada skor na ,,ponorenosti
jednotliveca do procesov premien nez na jeho schopnosti uvedomelej akcie. Hned’ na zaciatku
svojej tu diskutovanej knihy vysvetl'uje, Ze ked’ sa pozera na dvadsat’ rokov start fotografiu, vidi
sam seba ako subjekt az do istého okamihu, ked’ si nevyhnutne uvedomi, Ze nie je subjektom,
ale len sucast’ou procesu. Toto uvedomenie si najprv vysvetluje ako ,,subjekt schopny iniciativy,
ktory je tvorcom myslienky a ktory tuzi, je aktivny alebo pasivny, vzdy si vSak zachovava zmy-
sel svojho bytia a sebakontrolu. Je to sice ,ja‘, vedomé si toho, ze je sti¢astou celého komplexu
vonkajsich a vnutornych interakcii, ktoré ho zvdzuja, zaroven je vsak presvedcené, ze ,vzniklo
zvnutra‘, v sulade s pojmom priam posvitnym v metafyzike — causa sui. A potom, priamo predo
mnou, sa tento pohl'ad nahle prudko zachveje a prevrati sa do tejto inakosti: do pri¢iny ¢i konti-
nua, ktorého jedina konzistencia vyplyva zo vzajomnej korelacie faktorov — navzajom udrziava-
nych, bez ohl'adu na ,ja‘* —, z ktorych tento vyvoj celku pokracuje bez prerusenia zrejmym, ale
nepostrehnute'nym spésobom® (Jullien, 2011, s. 6 — 7).

Uvedena pasaz jeho knihy je vyznamna do tej miery, ze Jullien nds chce na kratky okamih
presvedcit, ze je dnes myslitel'né aj iné uvazovanie o subjekte nez to, ,,ktoré (...) sa nevyhnutne
vzdava moznosti autonomie a Slobody, ked’ sa jej relevantnost’ nahle ukaze ako obmedzena“
(ibid., s. 7). Tuto poziciu, ktora ,,na prvy pohl'ad naznacuje mozni otvorenost’ hermeneutike seba
samého ¢i uvedomeniu si ,socidlneho v nds*, a ktora by mohla napriklad iniciovat’ diStancovanie
sa od dominantnych praktik a zvykov jednotlivca alebo spolo¢nosti, a tym aj zmenit’ tie vzorce
spravania, ktoré uz nie su d’alej vSeobecne udrzatelné* (ibid., s. 9.), Jullien vo svojej knihe po-
stupne opusta. Preto uzatvara nasledujtico: ,,Mytus o 'ud’och ako o bytostiach schopnych vol'by
a ¢inu je pre demokraciu nevyhnutny, a preto je uzitocné ho zachovat, nemoze vsak zakryt to,
od ¢oho sa odvracia: nemdze zatajit’ délezitost’ toho, ¢o nie je vysledkom ani vahy Struktar, ani
posobenia anonymnych sil, ktoré mu tradi¢ne odporovali — celkovych smerovani a nenapadnych
tendencii (da shi, hovoria Cifiania), ktoré menia jednotlivé epochy* (ibid., s. 144 — 145).

Tato téza je vSak udrzateI'na len Ciasto¢ne. Jullien vytvara dojem, Ze tieto ,,celkové smero-
vania“ a ,,nenapadné tendencie* s ¢imsi prirodzenym, nezavislym od vedomych rozhodnuti
a aktivit konkrétnych realnych aktérov. Toto tvrdenie vSak mozno zasadne sproblematizovat’,
¢i dokonca vyvratit’ nielen poukazanim na sucasnu socidlnu realitu Slovenska, ktora je ovel'a
zlozitejsia, nez pripustaju niektori totalizujuci kritici, a je teda skuto¢ne mozné identifikovat’
pokrok v mnohych oblastiach,® ale aj sti¢asnymi poznatkami z oblasti kulturologie (cultural
studies). Tie odhal'uju reflexivnu a kreativnu rozmanitost’ subjektivnych interpretacii a aplikacii,
ktoré prenikaji do naSej kazdodennej praxe a rozvijaju tak svoje posobenie prave na pozadi
dobre zauzivanych a socialne osvojenych navykovych $truktar (habitus).>* Problém Jullienovho
nazoru spociva v tom, ze s vanickou vylieva aj diet’a, takze, ako napriklad upozoriuje Heiner

3 Azda sa mozno odrazit’ od nedavno publikovanej prace Pavla Kosatika Slovenské stoleti (2021), ktory presved¢ivo ozna-

Cuje cestu Slovenska 20. storo¢i, hoci s okl'ukami, ale predsa ako tispesny pribeh.
3 Pozri k tomu Kogler (2005).
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Roetz, vyznamny nemecky sinolog, zda sa, ze v projekte dekonstrukcie ,,europskeho rozumu*
je viac zaviazany Nietzschemu a Foucaultovi nez samotnému ¢inskemu mysleniu (Roetz, 2016,
s. 291).% Jullien pritom rozptsta subjekt a prezentuje ¢inske myslenie ako imanentné a bez sub-
jektu. Podla neho je disent nemozny, pretoze vSetko je ,,hlboko konformné* (ibid., s. 293). Ked’-
ze rozbor celej Roetzovej argumentacie proti Jullienovi by si vyzadoval ovela viac priestoru,
obmedzim sa tu len na Roetzov hlavny problém s Jullienovou interpretaciou. Roetzova kritika
sa zacina Jullienovou metodou, ktora spociva v ,,logike porovnavania“ a reprodukovani zapado-
-vychodnych klisé (ibid., s. 297).3¢

Aby som svoju vSeobecnu liniu uvazovania predstavil jasne a konzistentne, v poslednej ¢as-
ti svojho prispevku sa zameriam na dvoch autorov, ktorych pristupy boli vel'mi ovplyvnené
Michelom Foucaultom (podobne ako Jullien) a tiez kritickou teériou (podobne ako Roetz):
Hansa-Herberta Koglera a Fabiana Heubela. Obaja filozofi rozvijaju svoje teoretické pristupy
v diskusii s d’alsimi filozofickymi Skolami a tradiciami — prvy z nich sa zaobera hermeneutikou
a pragmatizmom a druhy sa venuje predovsetkym taoizmu, ako aj inym prudom klasickej i mo-
dernej ¢inskej filozofie — a obaja pontikaju inSpirativne transkulturne teoretické rieSenia a vyhy-
baju sa opacnej jednostrannosti, ktora sa objavuje u Heinera Roetza.’

Hermeneuticko-transformac¢né konanie

Doteraz som tvrdil, ze Jullien nedokazal zachytit’ napétie ¢i skor udrzat’ vyvazenost’ medzi
vplyvom socialneho ,,prostredia“ a schopnost'ou subjektu konat’ autonémne a nekonformne, t. j.
kreativne sa odputat’ od dominujucich socialnych noriem. V tomto kontexte sa prepojenie na
kriticko-hermeneutické skimania javi ako produktivne a uzito¢né. Jednym z najvyznamnejSich
predstavitel'ov v tejto oblasti je Hans-Herbert Kogler. Kogler, podobne ako jeho spolupracovnici
Alice Pechrigglova a Rainer Winter, s ktorymi editoval a napisal tivod ku knihe Enigma Agency.
Macht, Widerstand, Reflexivitdt, dobre pozna rozne skoly a vyskumy v zapadnej filozofickej
tradicii, ktoré hlasaju ,,smrt’ subjektu®. Napriek tomu sa s takymto ndzorom nestotoziuje a tvrdi,
ze: ,tradiéna karteziansko-kantovska koncepcia vedomia a subjektu je neudrzatel'nd a treba ju
podrobit’ rozhodnej kritike. To vSak neznamena uplné vzdanie sa sebaurcujiiceho konania ani
konceptudlnu anihilaciu reflexivity a intencionality vymedzenej v ramci konkrétne situovaného
subjektu. Skor sa zda, ze ustrednou vyzvou sticasného diskurzu v kritickych socialnych vedach
a socidlnej teorii je vytvorit’ priestor na kladenie odporu a na reflexivitu, ktoré st mozné i napriek
rozliénym tlakom, moci a nadvlade, a tak ju ukotvit’ za hranicami neudrzatel'nych predpokladov
tradi¢nej filozofie subjektu® (Kogler — Pechriggl — Winter, 2019, s. 8 — 9).

3 Spravnejsie by vSak malo byt ,,ranému Foucaultovi. Pozri rekonstrukciu autorov, ktori mohli ovplyvnit Julliena, ako aj
kritiku Roetza a argumentaciu v prospech relevantnosti neskorého Foucaulta (Heubel, 2021, s. 188 —227).

% Pre hlbsie pochopenie celého problému pozri okrem prace Fabiana Heubela d’alsie kritiky Julliena, napriklad (Billeter,
2006). Podcetiovanie aktivnej roly subjektu, ¢ dokonca jeho tiplna neexistencia v Cine je stary filozoficky problém,
ktorym sa ,.filozofujuci sinolégovia“ zapodievaju uz mnoho rokov. Pozri napr. Roetz (1984), Slingerland (2019).

37 Roetzova pozicia smeruje k opaénému extrému, silno racionalistickému ¢itaniu ¢inskej filozofie, na ¢o sa snazia pouka-
zat’ viaceré kritiky. Pozri Hall — Ames (1995), Heubel (2021), Jullien (2004), Jullien (2014).
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S odkazom na tento ciel’ Kdgler rozvija teodriu hermeneutického konania (agency), ktora sice
podobne ako Jullien vnima obmedzenia celkom autonomneho subjektu, no na rozdiel od neho
priznava pdsobiacemu subjektu autondémiu, resp. otvara mu moznost’ ziskat’ a nasledne kultivo-
vat’ svoju autonémiu na zaklade inherentného potencidlu socidlnych praktik. Koglerova teoria
predpoklada, ze povod autonomie spociva v interpretacnej schopnosti, t. j. v schopnosti nado-
budnutej socializaciou ,,zameriavat’ sa na seba, inych a na svet istym kognitivnym spésobom*
(Kogler, 2019, s. 84). Kogler pritom v ziadnom pripade neredukuje existenciu hermeneutického
konania len na jazykovu stranku, ale ma pre nu vyhradenu celu skalu vzajomného pdsobenia
$0 svojim vnutornym i s vonkaj$im svetom, ktoré sa odohrava na pozadi emocii, tuzob, ako aj
socialnych a kultarnych praktik.*® Na tomto mieste treba zddraznit', Ze hoci je v hre vzdy realny
subjekt konania, podobne ako Jullien aj Kdgler stavia do popredia procesualnost’. Napriek tomu
subjekt nerozpusta a ani to nema v iimysle. Naopak, zameriava sa na realne spolocenské pod-
mienky a moznosti situovanej autonomie.

Vzhl'adom na zlozitost  a tazkosti spojené s pokusmi o vzajomny dialdg roznych filozofickych
a politicko-teoretickych tradicii, pre ivodnu orientaciu uvediem perspektivu Fabiana Heubela,
ktory hovori o ,,novej paradigme subjektivity, pretoze som presvedceny, Ze jeho pristup, ako aj
oboznamenie sa s ¢inskou filozofiou, budu va¢sim prinosom nez postoj Julliena. Fabian Heubel
je Jullienovym ostrym kritikom, i ked’ je zaroven presvedCeny o filozofickej kvalite jeho diela
a, samozrejme, aj o relevantnosti Cinskej filozofie. Vo svojej knihe Chinesische Gegenwartsphi-
losophie Heubel spociatku nadvédzuje na Jeana Frangoisa Billetera, neskor sa vSak od jeho vy-
kladu odklana v prospech transformacnej taoistickej metafyziky (Heubel, 2016, s. 111 — 128).

V snahe vyvolat medzikultarnu diskusiu medzi kritickou hermeneutikou a ¢inskou filozo-
fiou poukazem len na jeden z moznych pohladov uvedenim pasaze, kde sa Heubel zhoduje
s Billeterom, aby som osvetlil moznu blizkost” tychto dvoch pristupov. ,,Billeterove studie [pre-
dovsetkym knihy &inskeho filozofa Cuang-c (Zhuangzi)] presahuju &asto prili§ rigidny ramec
komparativnych prac, upinajicich sa na rozdiely medzi narodnymi kultirami ¢i kultGrnymi sku-
pinami a ich identitu. Esencialistické tvrdenia, ako napriklad, ze ¢inske myslenie nerozvinulo
subjektivitu, st mu cudzie. Preto nevaha hovorit’ o novej paradigme subjektivity s odkazom na
Knihu Cuang-c*** T4 mu sluzi ako kultarny zdroj pre d’al§ie ivahy o subjektivite tak, aby sa
subjektivita neztzila v zmysle filozoficko-racionalistického vedomia ani nezavrhla protiosvie-
tenskym sposobom. Tymto spdsobom sa predovsetkym stavia proti katastrofalnym politickym
dosledkom tendencie k bezsubjektovosti, atributu, s ktorym sa spaja taoisticka filozofia: proti
spojeniu taoizmu a kritiky subjektu, pre ktort1 bezsubjektovost predstavuje akési jadro idajného
prekonania modernity* (ibid, s. 111 — 112).

Tu sa ukazuje, ze oba pristupy, kriticko-hermeneuticky i Heubelova interpretacia ¢inskej fi-
lozofie, vlastne hladajt ,,kompromis® ¢i tretiu cestu medzi dvoma krajnymi poziciami, ktoré

¥V pripade zaujmu o dalsie detaily diskusie, ako aj analyzu socialno-pragmatickych dimenzii kritickej hermeneutiky
pozri predovsetkym prispevky Rainera Wintera, Stephena Turnera a Johna Maralda, ako aj Kdglerovu odpoved’ v Dunaj
— Mertel et al. (2022).

Cuang-c’ alebo majster Cuang patri spolu s Lao-c’ k najvyznamnejsim predstavitePom ¢inskeho taoizmu. Zaroven ide aj
0 nazov textu, ktory je pravdepodobne dielom samotného majstra a jeho nasledovnikov.
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osciluju medzi karteziansko-kantovskym chapanim subjektu a iplnym odmietnutim schopnosti
subjektu autonémne konat’. Pokial’ ide o analyzu postsocialistickej transformacie, problém prvej
pozicie spociva v prili§ pozitivnej ¢i prili§ optimistickej mienke o schopnostiach 'udského rozu-
mu, najmé vo vztahu k politike. Vysledkom tohto optimizmu je vel’ka priepast’ medzi ,,teoriou*
a ,realitou”, ktora sposobuje rozne praktické politické problémy, ako st velké komunikacné
bariéry a odcudzenie medzi roznymi spolocenskymi vrstvami, na ktoré som v kratkosti upozornil
odkazom na pracu Frantiska Novosada. Problémom druhého pohladu je, ze je prilis skepticky
a Casto vedie k nedostatku sebaddvery a porazeneckému postoju.

Predpokladom rozvoja hermeneutického, dialogického, umierneného myslenia je permanent-
na sebakultivacia (Heubel, 2008; Heubel, 2015) jednotlivca s cielom ziskat’ a rozvijat’ zakladné
zrucnosti potrebné na reflexivne myslenie (Kogler, 2018). V tomto smere v dnesnej stredovy-
chodnej Eurdpe Casto chybajli nielen relevantné poznatky, ale aj vola ich ziskat’. V désledku toho
sa prejavuje tendencia ,,odpisat*® demokraciu, kritika existujiceho stavu ma totalny charakter,
a Casto je az patologicka, a chyba pochopenie, ze mnohé ,,veci verejné* je mozné zlepSovat’ len
postupne, a ze aj tak je vysledok vzdy neisty.*’ Je to skutoCne zarazajuce, zvlast ked’ v dnesnej
,»globalnej dobe® mozno zdroje a nastroje na pochopenie zlozitosti (modernych) spolo¢nosti
a kultivaciu vyssie naznaceného spésobu myslenia najst’ nielen v roznych ,,umeniach® (filozofia,

4V tomto ohl'ade hodno azda spomenut’ rozpacity publikaény poéin Revoliicia alebo transformdcia? (Dinu§ — Hoho$ —
Hrubec et al., 2014), ktory si sice isto zaslizi detailnejsi rozbor, nez som mu poskytol vo svojej recenzii (Dunaj, 2015),
jednako vSak vyrazne negativistické hodnotenie tak Ceskej a slovenskej spolo¢nosti, ako aj ,,sveta ako takého®, ktoré
v knihe drvivo prevazuje, ma tendenciu viest’ skor k I'ahostajnosti ¢i az prili§ negativistickej zatrpknutosti nez k ob¢ian-
skej aktivite. A hoci sa zd4, ze zakladné teoretické vychodiska i pochopenie skutoc¢nosti st v poriadku, ked napriklad
Marek Hrubec tvrdi: ,,Kazdy rezim vidi nadéje ve zménu spolecnosti v né¢em jiném, i kdyz to Casto byva rétorika
a v realit¢ se mnohdy postupuje opac¢né. Zatimco dfive se spoléhalo na zmény institucionalnich struktur, v soucasnosti
se precenuje individualni svobodné jednani jedinci. Oboji je pochopitelné extrém: ani struktury, ani jedinci sami o sobé
nejsou s to celkovou spolecenskou zménu provést. Lidé nejsou ani deterministicky uzavieni do instituci a jejich struk-
tur, ani se nemohou zcela vymanit ze spole¢ensky norem a jednat jakkoli svévolné. Spise je tieba komplexné zohlednit
institucionalni struktury spolecnosti a lidské jednani v nich a vnimat jejich vzajemné vztahy. Jen tak 1ze poznat realné
moznosti a docilit néjaké smysluplné spolecenské zmény (Hrubec, 2014, s. 25 — 26). Jan Keller zase dopliiuje, a omnoho
vyraznejsie zdoraziuje dolezitost’ konajuceho aktéra: ,Jestlize chtéji byt obcané aktivni, pak by méli byt aktivni prede-
v§im v tom, ze budou sami hledat cesty, co a jak zménit na vécech, které je trapi. Ja jsem schopen dat jenom jednu radu.
Je nesmysl, aby se kdokoliv sam za sebe snazil zménit systém. Je lepsi a perspektivnéjsi bojovat s malymi zly, na které
kazdy narazi pfimo kolem sebe. Kdyby se spousta lidi odhodlané poprala s drobnymi zly, které vidi kolem sebe, byla by
to ta nejlepsi zména systému, jakou si dovedeme piedstavit (Dvorakova — Hrubec — Keller, 2014, s. 27). Velka skoda, ze
tak Hrubec, Keller, ako aj vacSina prispievatel'ov do knihy v podstate zdoraziuju predovsetkym to, ¢o sa nam Slovakom,
Cechom & Pudstvu ako takému nepodarilo a nedari. Spomedzi mnohym moznosti, ¢im to dolozit’, uvediem len Kellerov
totalizujuci popis Ceskej spolocnosti: ,,Kapitalismus jsme pochopili jen jako piilezitost k neomezenému vekslactvi, a na-
sili (kterym drzel pohromadé¢ vychodni blok) nebylo zruseno, nybrz privatizovano. Pokud by se dnes stal nékdo skute¢né
nepohodlny, nemusi se obavat tajné policie. Na sviij prvni vyslech by marné ¢ekal na dné nékteré z nasich prekrasnych
rekreacnich prehrad (ibid., s. 15). S¢asti, samozrejme, mozno s Kellerom suhlasit’, jednako by sme vSak mali byt’ opatrni,
aby sme podobnym spdsobom netotalizovali ¢i ,,neorwerizovali* sucasny rezim [k zmienenému oznaceniu pozri Kunde-
ra (2009), Orwell redukuje spolo¢nost’ len na politiku, Keller zdanlivo len na ekonomiku], tak ako sa udialo s minulym
rezimom v ponovembrovom verejnom diskurze. Paradoxne, Keller na viacerych miestach lamentuje nad nedostatkami
obcianskej spolocnosti, pritom vsak zjavne nevidim ziadny problém v tom, Ze takto ,,spakruky* vystrasi potencialnych
obciansky odvaznych a statocnych ¢lenov nasej spolocnosti. Je si skutoéne isty, ze ani jeden jediny boj proti nepravosti
sa za poslednych viac nez tridsat’ rokov nepodarilo vyhrat'? Domnievam sa, ze vicSia vyvazenost by nielen prispela
k doveryhodnosti jednotlivych analyz, ale bola by aj vyraznej$im impulzom pre ziaduce spoloc¢enské premeny.
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literatara, maliarstvo, estetika atd’.), ale aj v inych kultarach a civilizaciach. Napojenie na ¢insku
filozofiu na zaklade Jullienovych textov, ale predovsetkym s vyuzitim prac Fabiana Heubela, sa
javi ako sl'ubné.

Zaver

Predlozeny ¢lanok sa zaobera otazkou, do akej miery moze pohl'ad na ¢insku filozofiu z pera
Frangoisa Julliena sluzit’ ako referencny ramec na komplexnejSie pochopenie procesov socidlnej
transformacie. Na ilustraciu autor pontka kratky pohl'ad na spolo¢enské zmeny po roku 1989
v regione strednej a vychodnej Eurdpy, konkrétne na Slovensku. Hlavna linia argumentécie vy-
chéadza z predpokladu, ze namiesto rozvijania Cisto abstraktnych normativnych principov, ako sa
to zvycajne deje v dominujucom prude sticasnej politickej filozofie, predovsetkym z anglosaské-
ho prostredia, treba, aby sa jednotlivci viac zaoberali socialnou realitou v konkrétnom spolocen-
skom Case a priestore (Honneth, 2018, s. 15 — 16). Ako vyplyva z tohto kontextualneho pristupu,
treba chapat’ demokraciu ovela SirSie, a to tak z hladiska jej povahy, ako aj jej formy. V tomto
zmysle by sa schopnost’ 'udi uvazovat' nemala podcenovat, a mali by sa akceptovat rézne cesty
k ,,dobre usporiadanej spolo¢nosti“. A hoci socialna realita niekedy neprebieha podla ,,planu®,
Casto preto, ze jednotlivci €i aktéri nedokazu plne pochopit’ sledované a/alebo prezivané udalosti
tak, ako sa odohravaja, vobec to nevylucuje ich autonémne konanie. Na druhej strane o auto-
némii nemozno uvazovat’ kategoricky: konstituovanie vlastného ja je zlozity (hermeneuticky)
proces, ktory zahfiia mnohé paradoxy, okl'uky, zlyhania alebo vyslovene neochotu pracovat’ na
sebe. Z tohto dovodu Jullienov pristup, akokol'vek in$pirativny, ma svoje nedostatky, a to nielen
vzhl'adom na slovensku skiisenost’ s transformaciou po roku 1989, ale aj vzhl'adom na mozné iné
interpretacie ¢inskej filozofie (Heubel) a sucasné diskusie o aktivnom konani — agency (Kogler).
Jullienov pristup, ako som sa pokusil ukazat’, mozno kritizovat’ na viacerych urovniach — filozo-
fickej, sinologickej, ale aj historickej. Pouzil som vSetky tri perspektivy; aj ked’ sa im v mojom
prispevku nevenovala rovnaka pozornost,, kazda z nich by si zasluzila dalSie vysvetlenie a ko-
mentare.

Tato kriticka diskusia o Jullienovi priniesla dva poznatky: samotnil myslienku transformativ-
neho subjektu, ako aj nastroje na pochopenie takéhoto subjektu a jeho formovanie prostrednic-
tvom kriticko-hermeneutického pristupu. Prirodzene, o oboch pojmoch by sa dalo povedat’ viac,
nez to umoziuje rozsah jedného ¢lanku. Mozno vsak predpokladat’, ze ,,onen nie celkom jasne
definovatel'ny, resp. uchopitelny potencial jednotlivca konat’ nezavisle a rozhodovat’ na zaklade
vlastnej vole (agency), chapany ako konceptualne neredukovatel'ny zdroj intencionalnej ¢innos-
ti, umoznuje rekonstrukciu situovanej a hermeneuticky koncipovanej autonomie* (Kogler, 2019,
s. 81). Dal$ou tlohou vyplyvajicou z tejto diskusie by teraz bolo uviest tieto predpoklady do
dialogu s nezapadnymi filozofiami a politickymi tedriami a konfrontovat’ ich so spolocenskym
a politickym vyvojom v roznych Castiach sveta, ¢o by mohlo nielen otvorit’ d’alSie roviny a uhly
pohl'adu, ale aj overit’ ich skuto¢n(l univerzalnu, transkultirnu relevantnost’.
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Feinberg, J. G. — Hauser, M. — Ort, J.: Politika jednoty ve svété promén. Praha: Filoso-
fia, 2021, 206 s. ISBN 978-80-7007-682-8

Feinberg, J. G. — Hauser, M. — Ort, J.: The Politics of Unity in a World of Change. Praha:
Filosofia, 2021, 206 p. ISBN 978-80-7007-682-8

Monografia troch ¢eskych autorov Feinberga, Orta a Hausera sa zaobera hl'adanim teoreticko-
-normativnych vychodisk spojenych s kolektivnymi identitami (jednotou) vo svete neustalych
politicko-spolo¢enskych a kultirnych zmien. Ide o vskutku komplexny multidisciplinarny vklad
vychadzajuci z politicko-filozofickych, politologickych a kulturalistickych pozicii. Kniha ma tri
kapitoly, ktoré na seba funk¢éne nadvézuju a odkryvaju problém potencialit konstituovania poddb
jednoty v dobe ,,zmutovanej“ mnohosti z rdznych perspektiv zachovavajuc jednotni tematickti
liniu. Vo svojich prispevkoch sa autori snazia ucinne pochopit’ charakter aktualnej situacie, ktora
sa vyznacuje neustalou neistotou a nepredvidatel'nostou. Za akysi referen¢ny termin charakteri-
zujuci sicasny stav, ked’ je politicky, ekonomicky a kultirny systém v dlhotrvajiicej pretrvavaju-
cej krize, ale novy systém este nevznikol, resp. vznikniit' neméze, povazuju pojem interregnum.
Neschopnost” vzniku nového systému vidia v hegemoénii mocenskych ekonomickych Struktur,
ktoré odolavaju akymkol'vek alternativnym pokusom o Struktirnu zmenu. V epoche interregna
prevlada mix stirodého a nestrodého, hybrid aj asamblaz. Interregnum je podla nich produk-
tom organickej krizy modernity a postmodernity, ked v spolocnosti stale prebiehajii procesy
individualizacie a rozkladu pevnych Struktur, ale zdroven sa objavuje potreba novych koncepcii
politickej jednoty — emancipacie spolo¢nosti na kolektivnom zaklade v medziach zachovania
plurality.

V prvej kapitole s ndzvom ,,Navrat 'udu bez spoloc¢nosti® sa Joseph Grim Feinberg pokusa
nachadzat’ leitmotiv jednoty v tedriach autorov radikalnej demokracie. Ustrednymi postavami,
ktoré prinasaju potencidlny emancipacny pojmovy aparat st Ernesto Laclau, Chantal Mouffeova
a Jacques Ranciére. Feinberg poukazuje na to, ze po roku 1989 sa z verejného diskurzu vytra-
tila kategoria 'udu a bola nahradena poziadavkou aktivneho ob¢ianstva a participacie v podobe
volieb. Tam to skonéilo. Reprezentativna demokracia predpoklada zastipenie I'udu, presnejsie
povedané individualnych volicov, ktori participuji na moci len do momentu vhodenia svojho
hlasu do urny. Ostatné uz nie je v ich rukach — utvaranie a konsolidacia koalicie, prerozdel’o-
vanie politickych kompetencii a prijimanie legislativnych rozhodnuti. Ak by niektori obcania
neboli s ustanovenou vladou spokojni, mézu sa ob¢iansky angazovat' v podobe obc¢ianskych
zhromazdeni, zaujmovych zdruzeni, spolo¢enskych hnuti, spisovanim peticii ¢i prostrednictvom
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obcianskej neposlusnosti. V podobnom duchu o tom hovori Boris Buden v knihe Koniec postko-
munizmu s priznaénym dovetkom ,,0d spolocnosti bez nadeje k nadeji bez spolocnosti®. Nadej
slobodnej individualnej angazovanosti po roku 1989 nesie so sebou paralelne pocit alebo skor
stav vyprazdnenej spolo¢enskej identifikacie. Mnohost’ vyberu, idei, naracii sice prisla, vytratil
sa vSak spolo¢ny zmysel pre kolektivitu. Tento trend bol technologicko-mocensky upeviiovany
diskurzom zdovodiujucim, ze kolektivita obmedzuje individudlne slobody dominantnych jed-
notlivcov a potlaca roznorodost’. Tento stav sa ale ocitol v imanentnej krize.

Dnes sa podl'a Feinberga potreba politickej kolektivity vracia, ale inak — bez plnohodnotnej
ukotvenosti. Nositel'om kolektivity je démos, ktory Feinberg diferencuje na defenzivny a trans-
gresivny. Ten prvy typ je svojim charakterom ,,xenofobny* a lokalne situovany. Transgresivny
typ déma ma univerzalisticky charakter opierajlici sa o kritiku postmodernity, ale zaroven res-
pektujuci potrebu udrziavat' a vyuzivat mnohost’ a diferentnost’ (artikuldciu partikularnosti).
Feinberg to konkretizuje nasledujuco: ,, /Transgresivny] lud identifikuje hranice — napriklad
medzi bohatymi a chudobnymi, medzi mocnymi a bezmocnymi, medzi integrovanymi a vyluce-
nymi — preto, aby ich prekonal. “ (Feinberg — Hauser — Ort, 2021, s. 37) Transgresivny I'ud vo
Feinbergovom chapani aktivuje viac modernistické tendencie pri integracii partikularnosti do
celku, ktory ma mat univerzalisticky charakter, pricom ale berie do uvahy kritiku univerzalizmu
z postmodernych pozicii. S typom transgresivneho I'udu a jeho potencialnej expanzie pracuji uz
vysSie zmieneni politicki filozofi s ciel'om vratit’ univerzalisticky typ zjednotenia do politického
horizontu rozhodovania. Feinberg tento teoreticko-metodologicky pristup ocenuje, vytyka mu
ale obmedzenost’ v podobe fixacie len v rdmeci politicna a nie aj socidlna. Socidlno sa tak ocita
vo vedl'ajSom postaveni, ked’Ze je podl'a Mouffovej sucastou procesov instituovania politikou.
Otazka, ktora sa tu ponuka, je, akym spésobom plnohodnotne integrovat’ do procesu utvarania
socialno, ak samo socidlno je vzdy len poziadavkou procesu politického vyjednavania, ked’ze
hegemonicky ramec politiky urcuje stav a podobu socialna. Teoreticky koncept radikalnej de-
mokracie, tak ako je funkcne formulovany uz vo svojej podstate, neumoznuje ,,dostat™ socialno
na uroven politicna, a teda socialno bude vzdy len v podriadenom vzt'ahu a bude oblast'ou, ktore;j
podoba bude zavisiet od vnutornej konfiguracie politi¢na a jeho artikulaénych mechanizmov.
Preto bude vzdy konkrétna jednota trangresivneho 'udu ako nositel’a nie¢oho socialneho krehka
a temporalna a nebude zahfiat’ celu spolo¢nost’ (nebude nikdy uplne univerzalna), ako o tom
pise Laclau a Mouffeova. Mouffeova k tomu zastava jasny postoj: ,, Ak sa zaujimame o potenci-
alnu zmenu, mame sa zaujimat predovsetkym o politicno; socidalno sa pre nas stava zaujimavé
len vo chvili, ked’ je politizované.* (Feinberg — Hauser — Ort, 2021, s. 51) Z toho vyplyva, ze
zasadné socidlne — materidlne ¢i triedne otazky su riesené vzdy v ramci hegemonického norma-
tivneho Standardu a st produktom vyjednavania a konsenzu. Obdobnym spdsobom na to nazera
i Ranciere, ktory tvrdi, Ze socialno v ramci procesu emancipacie nehra svoju primarnu rolu.

Na konci kapitoly Feinberg koncepciu Laclaua, Mouffovej a Ranciéra problematizuje. Tvrdi,
ze ak sa so socidlnom ako hybnou silou v kontexte emancipacie a univerzalizacie v Laclauovom
a Mouffeovej pripade nerata vo vnutri a socialno sa vyluci uz na zaciatku, automaticky bude
odstidené na neschopnost’ sproblematizovat’ samotné hegemonické vymedzenie. Oni vlastne
socialnu zabrania vstupit’ do politicna tym, ze uprednostnia politicno, pretoze metodologicky
podlahli samotnému hegemonickému poriadku uz pri konstituovani politi¢na. V tomto momente
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je nutné zmienit aj Cast’ z tretej kapitoly, ktor napisal Michael Hauser, v ktorej rigor6zne spo-
chybnuje Mouffeovej predpoklad o ,,zle nalakovanom institucionalnom rame* liberalnej demok-
racie, domnievajlc sa, Ze samotny jej model a koncepcia nie je apriorne skonstruovana tak, aby
zacClenila svoju ,,vystuz® v podobe l'udskych prav do kolektivnej identity. Hauser nesthlasi len
s ,,prelakovanim ramu®, ale trva na zmene jeho konstrukcie tak, aby dokazal emancipovat’ kolek-
tivne l'udské prava. Navyse tymto odhal'uje v Mouffeovej koncepcii vaznu trhlinu, ktora odkryva
to, ze Mouffeova nepriamo ocakava akusi dejinna vecnost’ predpokladu liberalnej demokracie.

Autorom druhej kapitoly, venovanej pracam teoléga Johna Milbanka a teériam radikalnej
ortodoxie, je Jakub Ort. Kapitola ma nazov ,,Jednota ako kontinuita stvorenia a hierarchia cnos-
ti“ a Ort v nej uvadza hypotézu formulovani autormi radikalnej ortodoxie, ze krizu sekularnej
modernity je mozné riesit’ len za pomoci krest'anskej teologie a praxe (krestansky metanarativ),
s ktorou nakoniec polemizuje. Milbankovo myslenie je zalozené na konsenzualnych esencialis-
tickych predpokladoch na rozdiel od poststruktaralistov konceptualizujucich tedrie radikalnej
demokracie, pre ktorych bol ustrednym motivom konflikt (negacia a vylucenie). Milbank sa
opiera o zdroje predmoderného politického myslenia, ktoré st akousi alternativou k politickému
mysleniu modernity a postmodernity.

Ort na prvych strankach druhej kapitoly interpretuje Milbankovu vycitku voéi vyprazdno-
vaniu sa politiky o transcendentné ciele ako o to, o ¢o pripravil politiku rozum. Rozum ako
vysada modernizmu je nekompatibilny so spiritualitou a zjavenim. Cesty emancipacie rozumu
automaticky vedu k ontologickému nihilizmu a opustaja skutocny zdroj bytia — Stvoritela. Ak
u teoretikov radikalnej demokracie absentovalo socialno pri potencialite utvarania jednoty ako
primarna a nevyhnutna kategoéria, u Milbanka sa stdva fundamentom zdroja bytia — Stvoritela.

Aj Milbank teoretizuje o jednote, v ktorej bude mat’ svoje miesto mnohost’. Jeho konkrétny
postoj mozno pripodobnit’ k buddhistickej tradicii. Ako pise Ort: ,, Milbank preramuje otdzku
tykajucu sa jednoty a mnohosti tak, Ze nejde o to, Ci pritakat’ i nepritakat diferencii, ale o to, i
budu vztahy medzi odlisnostami chapané nasilne alebo harmonicky. “ (Feinberg — Hauser — Ort,
2021, s. 73) Odpoved’ na otazku, kto bude realizovat’ krest’ansku ontol6giu mieru ako kategoriu
socialnej praxe, nachadza v cirkvi. Jej funkcénost’ vidi v tolerancii a inkluzivite diferencii a ina-
kosti. Jedine to, ¢o ohrozuje cirkev — navadza opustit’ bytie — Stvoritel’a, je nasilné. Ort sa v tejto
suvislosti kacirsky pyta, ¢i vyber tohto krestanského metanarativu sam osebe nie je nasilny,
ked’ze exkluzivisticky odmieta iné metanarativy.

Vo veci ekonomického, politického a kultirneho liberalizmu pontika Milbank kritiku z kon-
zervativno-socialistickych pozicii — tzv. modrého labourizmu, ked’ hovori o tom, Ze emancipa-
ciou ekonomiky doslo k rozpojeniu moralky a spirituality. V kontexte liberalnej demokracie
zastava antiindividualisticky postoj a s nim spété otazky vztahov, rodu a telesnosti. Poukazuje
na absenciu hodnot a vzd’alovania sa od tradicie, a teda aj od Boha ako zdroja neustaleho (s)
tvorenia. Stotozfiuje sa s tézou, Ze liberalizacia a doraz na volny trh sposobili procesy komo-
difikacie duse, a teda aj celej spolocnosti, ktora sa stala fragmentovanou a zostala zavislou od
centralizovaného Statu ako garanta socialneho zmieru. Ort zdoraznuje, ze ,, Milbankovou odpo-
vedou na rozpory liberdlnej demokracie, ktora kolise medzi technokratickym Statnym aparatom
a roztrieStenou predstavou ludu ako agregatu individualnych voli, je aristokraticky model, ako
ho sam nazyva. [...] Ide o model reprezentantov naviazanych na urcité lokality a siete komunit,
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ktori ziskavaju autoritu na zaklade svojich cnosti. Moc tychto reprezentantov nepochadza z ludu,
ale nie sii to ani svojvolni diktdtori, sii proste schopni napliat onen zdielany transcendentny
horizont . (Feinberg — Hauser — Ort, 2021, s. 83) V tomto zmysle je badatel'na akasi Milbankova
nostalgia za dobou tradi¢nou.

Ort Milbankovi vy¢ita jeho ontologicky optimizmus, ktory je zalozeny na bezkonfliktnom
predpoklade, ¢i uz vo sfére politiky alebo eschatologie. Ort doslova tvrdi, ze Milbank otvara
cestu k postpolitike, hoci sam odmieta postpolitiku Statneho technokratického aparatu, ktory
reprodukuje hegemonicky politicky ramec. Pochybuje a vystizne poznamenava, ze krestanska
tradicia v personalizovanej forme participacie vladcov a I'udi v spolo¢nom transcendentnom
horizonte udrzi nenasilny mod funkénej a harmonickej plurality a neskizne do univerzalistické-
ho utlaku. Tym, ze Milbank uchopuje socialno, a teda jednotu v kontexte vzajomnosti a parti-
cipacie, ktorej garantom je bozska trojjedinost, depolitizuje politicno. Na zaver kapitoly autor
oceniuje Milbankov prispevok ako origindlny, prepracovany a konstruktivny. Sucasne kvituje
pristup, ze hoci Milbank stavia na univerzalite krestanskej teologie, a teda vychadza z predmo-
dernych koncepcii ponatia univerzality, krestanské zjavenie nestavia do protikladu rozumu ako
takého, ale ,.len* osvietenského rozumu, a tym ukazuje moznu in$pirativinu cestu k skimaniu
predmodernej tradicie aj mimo kontext krest'anstva v podmienkach interregna. Autor ramcuje
Milbankovu tedriu do viacerych tém. Milbanka a tedriu radikéalnej ortodoxie prestrihava odkaz-
mi na Lyotarda, Mouffeovu, Laclaua ¢i myslenie Badioua.

V poslednej kapitole sa Michael Hauser venuje problematike liberalnej demokracie z nor-
mativno-teoretickych perspektiv ako aj jej aktudlnemu stavu v politickej praxi. Kapitola ma
nazov ,,Rozlomena jednota liberdlnej demokracie® s podtitulom ,,K povodu novych populiz-
mov“. V uvodnej Casti svojho prispevku autor kategériu liberalnej demokracie analyzuje pros-
trednictvom predpokladu jednoty. Vychadza z premisy, Ze liberalna demokracia sa ocitla v krize,
prechadza procesom mutacie a straca legitimitu. Domnieva sa, ze normativny ramec liberalne;j
demokracie (politické a pravne institucie, principy a praktiky) uvedeny do praxe vznikol v ur-
¢itom konkrétno-historickom momente, resp. etape, a je historicky podmieneny sthrou d’alSich
faktorov, ako je kultura a ekonomika, bez ktorych sa z hl'adiska epistemologie, ale aj realnej
funkénosti neda oddelit’.

Dalej sa zapodieva problémom charakteru liberalnej demokracie a jeho epistemologickymi
otazkami. Akcentuje liberalna demokracia viac participaciu neprivilegovanych za socidlnu rov-
nost’ alebo posobi ,,len* ako nositel’ka garancie politického pluralizmu v podobe slobody vol'by
a individualnych prav prvej generacie l'udskych prav a slobod (obcianska a politicka rovnost’)?
Hauser zasadnym spdsobom spochybnuje diskurzivnu neutralitu konceptu udskych prav a slo-
bdd ako vysadnii doménu liberdlneho univerzalizmu — v pravnej vede chapaného ako pravny
konstitucionalizmus, ktora im prisudzuje predovsetkym individualny charakter a nie kolektivny.
Tato doména sa tvari ako prirodzend a hodnotovo neutralna, t. j. ideologicky nezavisla od poli-
tickych a ekonomickych koncepcii. V skutocnosti je podl'a Hausera ,, pravny konstitucionalizmus
nedemokraticky tym, Ze si robi narok na stanovenie limitov demokraticky urcenych politickych
rozhodnuti, ktoré sa tykaju celkového smerovania spolocnosti. Pravny konstitucionalizmus sa
chape ako neutralna ,raciondlna legalita . (Feinberg — Hauser — Ort, 2021, s. 107 — 108) Libe-
ralna demokracia sa o tento pravny konstitucionalizmus opiera a vychadza z neho. Dokonca je
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tento aspekt diskurzivne nadradeny nad demokraticky prvok demokracie. V skratke, vSeobecné
dobro je prisposobené individualnym cielom, voI'bam a slobodam. Tejto problematike sa venu-
je aj Mouffeova, ked’ v knihe Demokraticky paradox hovori o paradoxe liberalnej demokracie
a rozliSuje dva konstitutivne prvky demokracie (liberalny a demokraticky). Hauser tuto temati-
ku zavrs$uje tvrdenim, Ze spolo¢nost’ akosi ,,prekukla®, Ze liberalny pravny konstitucionalizmus
v skutoc¢nosti neutralny nie je, a preto prestal koncept liberalnej demokracii v urcitej miere zjed-
nocovat’ societu. Ale nebolo to len tymto uvedomenim, resp. toto uvedomenie prameni zo zmeny
— mutacie postmodernej kultiury a neoliberalizmu. Signifikantnt rolu zohrava prave mutacia po-
stmodernizmu a premena neoliberalizmu (aj kvoli hypotekarnej a rozpoctove;j krize v roku 2008)
v priamej konstelacii s liberdlnou demokraciou. Hauser prichadza s novym epistemologickym
ramcom, ktory umoziuje premyslat’ o sicasnych krizach — interregne prostrednictvom konfigu-
racie troch faktorov v konkrétnom case a priestore. V tomto zmysle ukazuje, ze historicizmus je
stale zivy a nanajvys prinosny tak ako kontinentalna filozofia. Hovori o boromejskom uzle ako
heuristickom nastroji, ktorého sucast'ou st tri kruhy. Ak sa jeden z nich zlomi, ostatné dva kruhy
sa rozpoja a cely uzol straca svoju funkciu. Stanovuje dve tézy postulujuc, Ze ak sa univerzalny
princip ludskych prav znefunkéni nasledkom metamorfozy postmodernej kultiry a neoliberal-
nej ideologie v praxi, prestane tento princip plnit’ svoju funkciu a Gcel a spolo¢nost’ sa za¢ne
dezintegrovat’. V tejto nefunkénosti vznikne priestor, ktory sa musi zaplnit’, a tym sa podl'a Hau-
sera ukazuje forma populizmu ako kompenzacia za liberalno-demokraticky typ jednoty. Z libe-
ralnej demokracie sa stava populisticka demokracia, ktora je badatel'na v realpolitike niektorych
narodnych statov. Uvedené Hauser rekapituluje nasledujico: ,, Koniec liberdlnej demokracie ako
dosledok zmeny ekonomického systému (neoliberalizmu) a charakteru spolocnosti (postmoder-
nej spolocnosti), ktorou vznikol ekonomicky systém (kapitalizmus hodnét) a spolocnost (spo-
lo¢nost uzatvorenych komunit), v ktorych liberdlno-demokratické obcianske a [politické] pra-
va stratili zjednocujucu schopnost, pretoze prestala zodpovedat povahe existujucej ekonomiky
a spolocnosti. Liberalna demokracia sa meni na populisticku demokraciu preto, ze sa presadzuje
populisticky princip zjednotenia, ktory zodpoveda sucasnej povahe ekonomiky a spolocnosti.
(Feinberg — Hauser — Ort, 2021, s. 117) Odklon od normativity v podobe I'udskych prav a slobod
je markantny uz od zaciatku pandémie Covid-19 a znaénym spdsobom je demonstrovany aj
v sucasnej situacii spojenej s rusko-ukrajinskym vojnovym konfliktom. Sloboda slova a prejavu
sa stala iluziou, agenda spojend s odhalovanim a trestanim za Sirenie dezinformacii a hoaxov
je uz v roznych krajinach na programe dna. To je, samozrejme, antagonisticky odpoved’ou na
efekt ,,zmutovaného* postmodernizmu, ktory produkuje mikronarativy, vagnost a relativizaciu
pravdy. Paralogicka spolocnost’ priamo umerne posiliiuje identitdrny populizmus vyznacujici sa
autoritarskymi tendenciami.

V zéaverecnej Casti sa autor zaobera politologickou problematikou, a to populistickymi for-
mami zjednotenia ako ndhradami za znefunkéneny boromejsky uzol. Ked’ze sa z l'udskych prav
stali rétorické ornamenty, resp. manazérske postupy, ktoré prestali plnit’ ticel zjednocovania spo-
lo¢nosti, ako ich autor opisuje, zjednocujiici motiv sa naskytol v podobe populistickych poli-
tik. Autor nastol'uje hypotézu populistickej formy zjednotenia, ktora poklada populisticky typ
zjednotenia za nastupcu zjednotenia liberdlne univerzalneho. Nastrojmi populistickych politik
mozno oznacit’ idey, ktoré si neurcité a prazdne — prazdny a ,,plavajici (alegoricky) signifikant.
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Takto formulovana rétorika dokaze oslovit’ a zjednotit’ voli¢ov napriec celym politicko-hodno-
tovym spektrom. Medzi priklady signifikantov zarad’'uje pojem ,,patriotizmus®, ktory vyuzival
Vladimir Putin, alebo motto ,,Urobit’ Ameriku opat’ vel'kou* z dielne Donalda Trumpa. Na Slo-
vensku pouzival prazdny signifikant napr. Robert Fico pred vol'bami roku 2012, ked’ ulice miest
zaplavili billboardy s heslom ,,LCudia si zasluzia istoty”. Vysledkom bol volebny zisk vyse 44
%, ¢o mozno povazovat za bezprecedentny stranicky tUspech v dejinach slovenskych volieb.
Hauser tieto nové populizmy oznacuje ako metapopulizmus, ked’ze su diferentné od klasického
populizmu. Ten klasicky lavicovy, resp. pravicovy uz neplni dostato¢nu funkciu z epistemolo-
gického hl'adiska a zvadza k schematizacii. RozliSuje tri typy populistickych politik zjednocova-
nia v dnesnej situdcii. Prvym je dizajnovy populizmus (marketingovy), do ktorého radi politické
programy Macrona, Babisa ¢i Matovic¢a. Druhym typom je identitarny populizmus (akcentujuci
napr. narodnu ¢i kultirnu identitu) kam radi civilizacionistov, bavorskl stranu CSU, ale aj UKIP,
Ligu severu, Svédskych demokratov, Alternativu pre Nemecko atd’. Tento typ populizmu vy-
uziva alegorické signifikanty — asamblaze zlozené z roznych nesurodych prvkov, ktoré by sa
dali za specifickych podmienok pripodobnit’ ku kvantovej superpozicii. Poslednym typom je
populizmus univerzalny, ktory ma najvacsi potencial zjednocovat’ na zaklade univerzalizacie
kolektivnych subjektov, avsak ten nie je momentalne v dominantnom postaveni. Medzi nosite-
l'ov tohto typu populizmu radi hnutie Indignados, La France insoumise, DIEM 25, Sandersovo
socialistické hnutie a pod.

Vlny sucasnych novych populizmov st priamou odpovedou na krizu liberalnej demokracie.
Hauser ide eSte d’alej, ked’ sa neuspokojuje s tvrdenim, Ze populizmus nastavuje liberalnej de-
mokracii zrkadlo, ale povazuje ho za novy politicky systém, ktory je v procese zrodu. Je to nieco
nové (hybridné a asamblazové), nie je to navrat ku klasickym formam populizmu alebo autori-
tarskym diktatGram. Autor piSe, Ze ,, populizmus ¢i skor populizmy vznikaju ako Zivotnad potreba
nahradit nefunkcnu liberdalnu formu zjednotenia inou formou. V populistickej politike sa objavu-
Ju figury, pojmy, symboly, predstavy a vizie najroznejsieho povodu, ktoré zacinaju zjednocovat’
rozdrobenu spolocnost vtedy, ak maju podobu alegorického signifikantu, ktory je asamblazovy
a vyznamovo premenlivy “. (Feinberg — Hauser — Ort, 2021, s. 168)

Na zaver sa autori zaoberaju politikou vertikalnej jednoty a participativnym univerzalizmom.
Cely knizny projekt mozno oznacit’ ako akademicky prinosny a svojim obsahom jedine¢ny. Ide
0 pocin, ktory vyraznym spdsobom prepise v odbornych kruhoch ustalené vyznamy a definicie
a otvori dvere k d’al$im stvislostiam spojenym s krizou dneska — liberalnej (zastupitel'skej)
demokracie, 'udu bez spoloc¢nosti, socialnej (ne)spravodlivosti ¢i ontoldgii mieru. Prvé dva pri-
spevky maju interpretany charakter, posobia ako hutna a Struktirovana sekundarna literatira
vd’acne doplnena o relevantnt kritiku, komentare a hl'adanie vychodisk. Treti prispevok v poradi
zavrsuje prvé dva novou originalnou typologiou a je z hladiska syntézy analyzovanych textov
extraordinarny. Pri ¢itani tejto knihy moze naro¢ného citatel'a zachvatit’ mix nadSenia, ako aj
beznadeje vd’aka bohatosti pojmového aparatu a pradu inSpiracie a zaroven uvedomenia si, ze
potvrdzovanim stanovenych hypotéz sa spolocnost’ realne ocitla v situacii a stave, ktory nepraje
univerzalnej jednote. A tiez — sme dnes naozaj vSetci metapopulistami, ak je naSou ambiciou
zjednocovat’ v mnohosti?
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Ustavnopravny a politologicky prienik definicii vzajomnej korelcie ob&ana ako povod-
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s. 1. 0,2021, 307 p., ISBN 978-80-263-1650-3

Brnenské vydavatel'stvo Tribun EU vydalo vedeckt monografiu, ktora je spolo¢nym dielom
JUDr. PhDr. ThDr. Ferdinanda Korna, PhD., a PhDr. Veroniky Kmetony Gazdovej, PhD., pri-
chadzajucim v ¢ase nedostatku inych, takych prepotrebnych analyticko-syntetickych diel v aktu-
alnej pravno-kultarno-historickej situacii, ako vysledok nového metodologického badania. Stoji
na exponovanom mieste konjugovanych polyodborovych a medziodborovych studii a koriguje
poznatky o spolo¢enskom diani v ich vedeckom ponimani v najplnsej miere.

PhDr. Veronika Kmetény Gazdova, PhD. a JUDr. PhDr. ThDr. Ferdinand Korn, PhD. vystu-
puju ako autorska dvojica publikujtiica v politologicko-pravnej oblasti s dorazom na fenomén
nerovnovahy medzi demokraciou a partokraciou v politickom zZivote. Filozofické vychodiska,
poznatky z teérie demokracie a Siroké pole pravnych predpisov v pravnom $tate su v ich podani
skibené do vyplnenia priestoru v politologickej a pravnej oblasti s dérazom na eliminaciu de-
formit demokracie a navrhmi konkrétnych rieSeni. Monografia Obcan a Stdt medzi demokraciou
a partokraciou je toho dokazom.

Mnohi, veci znali a odbornici, sa zamyslaji nad otizkou, kto vladne. Pud? Stat? Politicka
strana? Jednotlivec? Odpoved’ nie je jednoducha a autori st si toho plne vedomi. Preto sa pod-
ujali odhalit’ podstatu problému, spracuvajic dostupnu domacu aj zahrani¢nu odbornu literaturu
z odvetvia prava, politologie, filozofie, ekonomie, socioldgie, marketingu, manazmentu a historie.
V uvode diela naznacuju vyznamny rozdiel medzi povodcom a nositelom $tatnej moci, odkry-
vaju realitu v politickom systéme sucasného Statu, kde rastie vplyv vyznamnych ekonomickych
zoskupeni na klasicka ¢innost’ politickych stran, s poukdzanim na existenciu G¢elového spajania
sa vedeni politickych stran s predstavitel'mi oligarchickych ekonomickych skupin, podmienené¢ho
potrebou finan¢nej podpory politickej strany v nakladnej predvolebnej politickej kampani. Nazna-
¢uju, ako malo chyba ku konstatovaniu, ze sucasné politické strany v politickom systéme Sloven-
skej republiky predstavuju len formalnu delegaciu nositel’stva statnej moci od jej povodcu, obCana,
ze skutocnymi ,,vladarmi® v $tate nie st predstavitelia politickych stran vo vrcholnych funkciach
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v §tatnej sprave s ich slobodnymi politickymi rozhodnutiami, ale v skuto¢nosti, navonok bez me-
dialnej publicity, st nimi vrcholni oligarchovia v pozadi politického systému Statu.

Dielo, ktorého nazov zodpoveda obsahu, je prehl'adne spracované, rozdelené na ivod, devét
na seba logicky nadvézujucich kapitol a zaver, vSetko v podrobnejSom ¢leneni na podkapitoly
a zavisené zoznamom zdrojovych podkladov diela.

Autori po tvode nastol'uji zasadné vztahy s prvkami zdroja moci, vykladaji pojmy a su-
vislosti medzi obanom, Statom, demokraciou a partokraciou, vyustujic k fenoménu politickej
moci. Nadvézne sa venuju politickému systému, Statu a politickym stranam v kontexte teorie
a vedy politiky. Dalej analyzuji principy pravneho §tatu, uvazujic o del’be moci v podmienkach
partokracie. Samostatne je spracovana kapitola o historii a posobeni partokracie v pravnom $tate,
v jej Casti aj s poukdzanim na tradicie partokracie na Slovensku. Optimalne je zaradena kapitola
o §tate ako suverénovi z hl'adiska tstavnej vedy a tstavného zakotvenia v Ustave Slovenskej
republiky. Obsahovo sa potom pripdja kapitola s cennymi tivahami o vztahu $titu a obcana
prostrednictvom politickych stran s ich Gstavnym postavenim. Dalsie odborné tvahy zahrnuja
poznatky o volebnom prave, plebiscitnej a participacnej demokracii, 0 majoritnom a konsociac-
nom systéme v pluralitnej demokracii a pozicii ob¢ana v nich, a koncia v jedineénej kapitole na-
vrhmi na eliminovanie partokracie de constitutione ferenda a de lege ferenda. Posledna kapitola
sa zaobera niektorymi prejavmi partokracie v spolocnosti, osobitne v kontexte mimoriadnych
a krizovych spoloc¢enskych udalosti. V zavere diela autori prinasaji zasadny sumar rozdielov
v donucovacej moci politickej strany a Statu.

V hodnoteni monografie vyzdvihujem jej vysoku aktualnost, stvisiacu s momentalnou re-
alitou Slovenska, ktora sa prejavila v spracovani vedeckych poznatkov s neprehliadnutel'nymi
nametmi autorov pre oblast’ tedrie a praxe.

Autori spracovali dostupni domacu aj zahrani¢nu odbornu literatiru z prava, politologie,
filozofie, ekondmie, socioldgie, marketingu, manazmentu a historie, tiez literatiru obsiahnu-
ta vo vedeckych ¢asopisoch, monografiach, odbornych ¢lankoch, ako aj relevantné informacie
zo sekundarneho zdroja (internetu). Rozsiahlost’ pouzitych bibliografickych a d’alSich prame-
nov je zretel'na z vypoctu na sedemnastich stranach (ide o viac nez 240 odbornych publikacii).
Vyhladali dostupné informacie o spracuvanej problematike, a tym vytvorili uceleny prehl'ad
o sucasnej relevantnej domacej a zahrani¢nej odborne;j literatre, o odbornych ¢lankoch, zbor-
nikoch, pracach uznavanych autorov a odbornikov v predmetnej oblasti. Autori primarne analy-
zovali pri¢iny vzniku partokracie v pravnom $tate, sposoby jej prejavu a nasledky jej posobenia
z hladiska ustavnopravneho vymedzenia a katalogizovania Ustavnych principov, ktoré parto-
kraciu, ako predpoklad oligarchokracie, Gistavne umoziuju v spolo¢ensko-pravnom prostredi
Slovenskej republiky. Analyzou poukézali na osobité situacie a vynimky, na vyhody a nevyhody
jednotlivych casti predmetnej problematiky a kazdej jej relevantnej Casti, ako aj systematicky
rozobrali dostupné tedrie a koncepcie spolu s vytvorenim definicie a vymedzenim podstaty sku-
manej témy. Zosumarizovali ziskané informacie a nasledne tieto poznatky spracovali do ucele-
ného stboru, pricom aj formalno-logicky spojili rézne nazorové prady. Systematicky rozobrali
teorie, koncepcie a nazorové prady, zaoberajlce sa definovanim a vymedzenim teoretickej pod-
staty skiimaného problému. Zosumarizovali ziskané informacie a dali ich do podoby praktickych
navrhov, zaverov a odporucani. Uskutoc¢nili komparaciu a zhodnotenie vybranych Casti spraco-
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vanej témy, pricom poukazali na pozitiva aj slabé stranky, zaujali cenné hodnotiace stanoviska.
Sformulovali v§eobecné konstatovania a ponukli nalezité vysvetlenie zisteni. Ciel’ vedeckej mo-
nografie autori naplnili vyuzitim ideologickych vychodisk domacich aj zahrani¢nych teoretikov
demokracie. Vyuzitim dostupnych zdrojov zavisili snahu definovat’ koncepciu partokracie ako
fenoménu zasahujuceho do spolocensko-politického zivota. Napokon odhalili stvislosti medzi
faktami, sprevadzajucimi vykonnu a legislativnu oblast’, vyvodili zavery o interpretovani moci
ako determinanta partokracie, respektive spolocenského javu.

Za vedecky prinos recenzovaného diela povazujem dosledné formulovanie navrhov na eli-
minovanie partokracie de constitutione ferenda a de lege ferenda. K nim patri (popri d’alSich,
v diele podrobne $pecifikovanych) najmi zmena volebného systému spocivajuca v ustanoveni
viacerych volebnych obvodov, nie iba jedného, kombinovany volebny systém a zrusenie percen-
tudlnej hranice preferencnych hlasov v kontexte kandidatskych listin, formovanie politickej kul-
tury, nepripustnost’ autokracie a monokracie vo vnutornom rezime politickych stran, umoznenie
vnutorného dialdégu v politickej strane, posilnenie instititov priamej demokracie, transparentny
penazny rozpocet strany v prijmoch i vydavkoch, neporusovanie zakazu imperativneho mandatu
podpisovanim tzv. koali¢nej zmluvy vSetkymi koali¢nymi poslancami.

Je opodstatnené neskromne konstatovat’, ze toto dielo urcite nebude stat’ v tieni inych. Moze
dokonca predstavovat’ hranicu medzi minulost'ou a buduicnostou, ak sa ho ujmu ti, ktori nesluzia
niceniu, ale budovaniu. Ak sa ho chopia skutocni vladcovia, ktori odstrania deformacie demok-
racie, ba ¢o viac, mozno aj prispenim tohto diela bude blizsie k jednému z idealov demokracie,
ktorym, ako piSu autori, je podl'a T. G. Masaryka demokracia v podobe lasky a spravodlivosti.
Preto po narocnom spracovani témy javia sa ako majak buducim generaciam politikov ¢i moc-
narov slova zo zaverecnej Casti diela, a isto ide aj uprimné prianie autorov, aby politika bola nie
¢innost'ou v prospech stranickych a mocenskych zaujmov, ale uskuto¢novanim demokratickych
principov, vykonavanim vole l'udu.

Je vecou citatela, aky zazitok v nom dielo zanecha a ¢i sa k dielu eSte bude vracat’. Tato
monografia ma ambicie byt knihou, na ktora prach nesadne. Autori preukazali Spickova zna-
lost’ problematiky. Vyhranenou metodologiou dosiahli systematicku prezentaciu relevantnych
poznatkov, vratane aktualnych, s gnozeologickou hodnotou a urite aj v rozmere a s vyznamom
pro futuro, neopominajuc navrhy na eliminovanie partokracie de constitutione ferenda a de lege
ferenda.

Predmetna vedecka monografia podava komplexny, uceleny, vycCerpavajuci, systematicky
rozbor jednej témy, navyse vysoko aktualnej a vhodne uzko specifikovanej, zasahujucej lokalne
i globalne vedecky problém, prelinajici sa v prevazujucej miere oblastou prava a politologie.
Disponuje precizne spracovanym vedeckym aparatom, zahffiajicim aj bibliograficko-informac-
ny, poznamkovy a kriticky aparat. Jednotlivé Casti vo vzajomnej nadvéznosti poskytuju vedec-
ké poznatky, integrujuc uzZ zndme a obohacujlic ich o nové povodné, doposial’ nepublikované
informacie, obsahujtice vysledky vedeckej prace autorov, striktne reflektujic stav vedy v case
spracovania diela. Autori predkladaji zavery, ako aj z pravneho hl'adiska vyznamné namety de
lege ferenda.
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Uplynulo uz viac ako pol storocia, odkedy ghansky prezident Kwame Nkrumah defino-
val neokolonializmus. Jeho zakladnym prvkom bola (a stale je) formalna nezavislost’ spojena
s vladou pdsobiacou zvonka daného $tatu. Tejto predstave zodpoveda aj si¢asna monetarna
politika velkej Casti zdpadnej a strednej Afriky. Frank Africkej finan¢nej komunity (CFA)
spaja Franctzsko s jeho byvalymi koloniami. Vyskumnik N. S. Sylla zo Senegalu a franctiz-
ska novinarka F. Pigeaud napisali knihu komplexne a kriticky mapujtcu historiu a sucasnost’
afrického franku.

Jeho vzniku predchadzala existencia musli ako zakladnej formy penazi, ktoré mali v prvej po-
lovici 18. storo€ia aj svoj oficidlny vymenny kurz voci vo franctizsku rozsirenej Tourskej libre.
Postupne sa vSak franctizska mena rozsirila a od roku 1830 Francuzi pozadovali, aby obchodna
vymena prebiehala v ich mene, ¢im sa snazili bojovat’ proti anglickym obchodnym spolo¢nos-
tiam. V roku 1925 napokon prijali zakon, ktory sankcionoval pouzitie inej meny ako franctizske-
ho franku v koloniach.

Nasledna kriza viedla k protekcionizmu a rovnako ako Britania po opusteni zlatého Standardu
vytvorila vlastnil monetarnu zoénu so svojimi koldéniami, tak aj Franctzsko v roku 1939 zakazalo
obchod a finan¢né transakcie so zahrani¢im doma i v koléniach. Tak vznikla ,,z6na franku* (s. 9)
s jednotnou kurzovou politikou.

Druha svetova vojna vyrazne oslabila franctizsku ekonomiku a printitila vladu devalvovat’
frank, to vSak zaroven viedlo k ukonceniu monetarnej jednoty francuzskeho impéria a v de-
cembri 1945 bol zavedeny frank Franctzskych kolonii v Afrike a frank Franctzskych kolonii
v Pacifiku. Kurz bol 1:1,7 v prospech kolonialneho franku.

Uz v &ase svojho vzniku vyvolal frank CFA odpor. Napriklad zakladatel’ Cadskej progresivnej
strany Gabriel Lisette ho povazoval za najpresved¢ivejsi dokaz posilnenia kolonidlneho paktu.
Dekolonizacia vSak v tomto ohl'ade nepriniesla takmer zZiadnu zmenu. Jej sucast'ou boli tzv. Do-
hody o spolupraci — islo o tzv. podmienenu nezavislost’. Vtedajsi franctizsky premiér v liste ga-
bonskému predsedovi vlady v lete 1960 napisal: ,,Nezavislost davame pod podmienkou, Ze §tat,
ktory ju ziska, sa bude snazit’ reSpektovat’ dohody o spolupréci... Jedno sa neda bez druhého*
(s. 16). Cerstvo ,,nezavislé“ §taty sa v tychto dohodach vzdavali autonémie v oblasti zahraniénej,
obrannej, ekonomickej, financnej a menovej politiky, ako aj politiky v oblasti tazby prirodnych
surovin, vysokého Skolstva, civilného letectva a d’alSich. Zmieneny Gabon sa v den svojej neza-
vislosti zaviazal napomahat’ pri uskladinovani materialov a produktov v prospech franctuzskych
vojenskych sil a v pripade bezpe¢nostnej nutnosti aj zakazat’ export do inych krajin.
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Dekolonizacia teda ziadnu nezavislost’ pre francuzske kolonie neznamenala. Autori knihy
detailne ukazuju, Ze to tak v menovej politike nie je dodnes. Vyrovnavaji sa pritom so zrejmou
namietkou, ze dnes pouziva africky frank menej krajin, nez kol'’ko malo Franctuzsko kolénii.
Slovami Emmanuela Macrona: ,,Ak [vSetci prezidenti zony franku] veria, ze je nutné skoncovat’
s tymto nastrojom regionalnej stability [...], je na nich, ako sa rozhodnu, takze som za“ (s. 126).
Je ale naozaj také jednoduché skoncovat s africkym frankom?

Mnoh¢ staty sa zbavili franku CFA hned’ ako mohli. ISlo napriklad o Vietnam, Kambodzu,
Laos, Syriu, Libanon, Franctuzske Somalsko, Tunis, Maroko ¢i Alzirsko. Autori v§ak zdoraziuju,
ze Macron hovoril o vSetkych prezidentoch a nie o jednotlivcoch. Ti, ak by konali sami, by to
mali omnoho tazsie, pretoze by zaroven i$li aj proti svojim susedom.

Prva krajina vazne potrestana za opustenie zony franku bola Guinea. Jej obyvatel'stvo ako je-
diné v referende, ktoré prebehlo v kazdej kolonii, hlasovalo v roku 1958 proti zotrvaniu vo Fran-
cuzskej unii. Franctzi v den referenda presunuli monetarne rezervy z filidlky Centralnej banky
Statov zapadnej Afriky z Guinejského hlavného mesta Conakry, nasledne zastavili vyplacanie
penzii guinejskym veteranom druhej svetovej vojny a pokdusili sa zablokovat’ prijatie Guiney do
OSN. Prezident Sékou Touré pritom povodne chcel, aby guinejskd mena ostala sticastou zony
franku, ale odmietal jej ,,ponizujuce®, prili§ prisne pravidla, okrem iného zdkaz vyjednavania
vlastnych obchodnych dohdd. Ked'ze Francuzi neustupili, Guinea si vytvorila vlastnt centralnu
banku a menu. Nasledoval trest v podobe vojenskych operacii vedenych miestnymi zoldniermi,
ktorych cielom bolo ,,vytvorit’ atmosféru ohrozenia, a ak by to bolo mozné, zosadit’ prezidenta“
(s. 43). Zaroven francuzska tajna sluzba spustila operaciu Persil a vytlacila mnozstvo faloSnych
guinejskych bankoviek, ¢im slabu guinejsku ekonomiku este viac destabilizovala. V roku 1962
franctzsky prezident Pompidou povedal: ,,Nech sa skusenost’ Sékoua Tourého rozsiri. Mnohi
Africania si zacinaju uvedomovat’, ze guinejska politika je samovrazedna a ide proti africkym
zaujmom® (s. 43).

V Mali sa v roku 1962 po opusteni zony franku malijski obchodnici zhromazdili pred francuz-
skou ambasadou na podporu Francuzska. Mnohi z nich boli zatknuti pre, podl'a 'udovych sudov,
podnecovanie prevratu s podporou francuzskej ambasady. Zaroven ¢lenovia Zapadoafrickej mo-
netarnej tnie obmedzili obchod s vnitrozemskym Mali, ¢o znehodnotilo jeho novii menu. Eko-
nomické problémy sposobené okrem iného aj nevhodnou monetarnou spravou, tlaéenim penazi
aich investovanim do neproduktivnych projektov, prinutili vladu k navratu do zony franku. Na-
pokon v roku 1968 vojensky prevrat vedeny byvalym francuzskym legionarom Moussa Traorém
zvrhol prezidenta Keitu a Traoré sa stal prezidentom.

V decembri 1962 togsky prezident Sylvanus Olympio uverejnil zakon zakladajici togsku
centralnu banku a vyhlasil, ze legalnou menou v Togu je togsky frank. K tomu vSak napokon
nedoslo, pretoze o mesiac neskor Olympia zavrazdilo komando, ktorého sucast'ou bol aj buduci
togsky prezident. V tom istom roku sa Togo vratilo do zony franku. Minister vnuatra pod Olym-
piom obvinil franctizskeho vel'vyslanca a d’alSich franctizskych tradnikov zo zorganizovania
tohto pucu.

Podobne ako Olympio dopadol prezident Burkiny Faso, Thomas Sankara, ktory sa v roku
1985 vyslovil, ze sa treba zbavit’ tejto ,,zbrane dominancie v Afrike* (s. 59). O dva roky neskor
bol zavrazdeny. Podozrivy je Blaise Compaoré, ktory vladol od Sankarovej smrti az do roku
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2015 a stal sa blizkym francuzskym spojencom uchovajtic frank CFA. Po vydani recenzovanej
knihy boli spristupnené diplomatické archivy, z ktorych vyplyva, ze den po vrazde prisli agenti
franctizskej tajnej sluzby znicit’ prepisy odposluchov Compaorého. Prezidentské archivy s vSak
nad’alej tajné napriek Macronovmu sl'ubu, ze budu spristupnené.

Na zaciatku sedemdesiatych rokov minulého storoc€ia sa viacero africkych statov vratane Ni-
geru, Mauritanie, Konga, Cadu a Toga pokusilo o zmeny vo fungovani zény franku. Franctizsko
im v8ak nevyhovelo. Ked’ potom ako jedina prijala vlastnti menu Mauritania, vidiac trest v po-
dobe odnatia francuzskej finan¢nej a technickej pomoci, akceptovali francuzske rozhodnutie.
Prezident Nigeru Diori bol o dva roky zvrhnuty vojenskym puc¢om tri dni predtym, ako malo
dojst’ k vyjednavaniu ceny nigerského uranu. Diori cheel, aby Francuzi platili viac. Franciuzska
jednotka dlhodobo pritomna v krajine proti tomuto pucu nezasiahla.

Podobne ako v pripade predchadzajtcich snah, aj v pripade Madagaskaru autori opisuju fran-
ctuzske snahy o zabranenie rozhodnutiu prijat’ vlastni menu, avSak neprezentuju nijaky trest,
ktory by tato krajinu postihol po opusteni zony franku. Naopak, dve krajiny — byvalé kolonie
Spanielska a Portugalska — frank CFA prijali. I§lo o Rovnikovi Guineu v roku 1985 a Guinea-
-Bissau v roku 1997.

Zda sa teda, ze Franciuzsko robi mnoho pre to, aby odradilo tych, ktori chcti zonu franku
opustit, avSak zaroven tu existuje nieco ako ,,dobrovol'né otroctvo®, ktoré vyhovuje ¢asto autori-
tarskym vodcom krajin pouzivajucich africky frank. Francuzi im v pripade problémov nezriedka
pridu na pomoc.

Najnovsi pripad z Pobrezia slonoviny tiez ukazuje ako dopadnu kritici a ako podporovatelia
franku CFA. Po povolebnej ustavnej krize odoprela zapadoafricka centralna banka vlade Pobre-
zia Slonoviny pristup k svojim uctom, nasledne na ziadost’ francuzskeho ministra hospodarstva
a financii zastavili franctizske banky operujuce v krajine svoje aktivity a zapadoafricka centralna
banka pohrozila sankciami bankam, ktor¢ trvali na spolupraci s vladou Laurenta Gbagba. Fran-
ctizske ministerstvo v spolupraci s centralnou bankou zastavilo obchodné a finan¢né transakcie
medzi Pobrezim Slonoviny a zvy$kom sveta. Dokonca ani diplomatické zastlipenia krajiny ne-
mali pristup k peniazom zo $tatneho rozpoétu. Napokon sa vtedajii prezident uznany Ustavnym
sudom, ale neuznany Nezavislou volebnou komisiou, medzinarodnymi pozorovatel'mi a nasled-
ne ani medzinarodnym spolo¢enstvom (okrem Angoly a Libanonu), rozhodol opustit’ zonu fran-
ku. Franctzi (v rdmci misie OSN) zacali potom bombardovat’ prezidentsky palac, ¢im umoznili
Gbagbovo zatknutie. Novy prezident Outtara sa naopak stal hlavnym podporovatel'om sucasnej
reformy navrhnutej Macronom.

Nie st to len politicky vodcovia, ale aj uradnici, ktori m6zu mat’ problémy, ak kritizuja afric-
ky frank. Ekonom a minister v tozskej vlade Kako Nubukpo bol zbaveny v roku 2015 funkcie.
Potom sa stal riaditel'om useku hospodarskych a digitalnych zalezitosti v Medzinarodnej orga-
nizacii frankofonie, odkial’ bol v roku 2017 prepusteny. V oboch pripadoch bola pricinou jeho
verejna kritika afrického franku.

Ak sa vojensko-mocensky argument, Ze Franctzi v pripade potreby pouZiju silu, aby uchovali
,»Svoju® menu v byvalych koloniach, zda byt histériou minimalne ¢iastocne potvrdeny, este tu je
pritomny voc¢i franku kriticky ekonomicky argument: Ako sa dari chudobnym krajindm v zone
franku a krajindm mimo nej? Iba 5 z 15 krajin zony franku dosiahli v rokoch 1960 — 2016 prie-
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merny rast nad 1 % a mnohé tieto krajiny dosahuju Zalostné vysledky v indikatoroch zdravia.
Autori su si vedomi skutocnosti, ze samotna mena na ekonomické a socialne zlepSenie nemusi
stacit’, ako to ukazuju priklady inych africkych krajin. Zaroven poukazuju na skutocnost, ze
ziadna vécsia postkolonidlna krajina nedosiahla ekonomicky rast stc sicast’ou monetarnej unie
a ekonomické zazraky vo vychodnej Azii boli vietky zalozené na narodnych menéch.

Ako teda africky frank funguje a aké su jeho dosledky? Frank ma Styri zédkladné prvky. Je
pevne napojeny na euro (predtym na franctzsky frank) a ulohou africkych centralnych bank
a vlad je zaistit’ udrzanie fixného vymenného kurzu prostrednictvom nizkej inflacie. Zmenu vy-
menného kurzu mdze vykonat’ Francuzsko aj unilaterdlne. Medzi krajinami zony franku je vol'ny
pohyb kapitalu. Africky frank je vol'ne zamenitel'ny za francuzsku menu. A napokon Cast’ rezerv
—v minulosti 100 %, dnes 50 % — africkych centralnych bank je na tzv. opera¢nom ucte francuz-
skeho ministerstva hospodarstva a financii.

Zakladnym stavebnym kamenom celého systému je tento ucet. Financné toky z a do africkych
krajin, ako napriklad export, import, splatky dlhov, pdzicky, remitencie, investicie ¢i tzv. rozvo-
jova pomoc, sa na inom odrazaju. To znamenad, Ze napriklad export kakaa z Pobrezia Slonoviny
sa najprv prejavi pripisanim penazi na operacnom ucte Centralnej banky zapadoafrickych Statov
a az nasledne dojde k vyplateniu penazi. Pohyby na tG¢te st denne monitorované a z povinnych
rezerv id0 Groky africkym centralnym bankam. V pripade nedostatku prostriedkov na operac-
nom Ucte Franctzsko svojou garanciou zaistuje dostatok hotovosti pre tieto banky. Francuzske
ministerstvo zaroven sluzi ako zmenaren. Ak chce napriklad africka firma zaplatit’ ¢inskej z ko-
mercnej africkej banky, musi najprv tato banka poslat’ franky do centralnej banky, ta si vyberie
eura z operacného Uctu, na parizskom vymennom trhu ich zmeni za jiiany a vykona platbu. To
znamena, ze akykol'vek nakup alebo predaj zahrani¢nej meny ide cez ministerstvo.

Zakladnym legitimizaénym prvkom celého systému je vymena garancie konvertibility za
povinné rezervy na operacnych tictoch. Autori tvrdia, Ze tato garancia je falosna, pretoze Fran-
cuzsko uz nie je schopné tlacit’ peniaze. To dnes robi Eurépska centralna banka. Neobmedzena
garancia je nezmysel, ked’ze v pripade pouzitia garancie ide o peniaze zo Statneho rozpoctu
a ten je dany dopredu. Kazdoro¢ny franctizsky rozpocet ma pritom nulu v kolonke urcenej na
tuto garanciu. S jej aktivovanim sa jednoducho nepocita. S preCerpanim sa nepocita aj kvoli
solidarite medzi africkymi $tatmi, z ktorych niektoré exportuju viac a st schopné kompenzovat’
docasny nedostatok exportu inych krajin. Francuzsko ma zaroven svojich zastupcov v radach
africkych centralnych bank (¢o sa ma po reforme zmenit’), ktori mézu pozadovat’ napravu v pri-
pade precerpania. Africké centralne banky maju tiez povinnost’ doplnit’ rezervy z inych svojich
zahrani¢nych aktiv, ak sa ucet blizi k precerpaniu, a maju tiezZ povinnost’ udrziavat’ pomer medzi
rezervami na jednej strane a peniazmi v obehu a vkladmi v centralnych bankach na druhej strane.
V pripade prekrocenia dojde k znaénému obmedzeniu schopnosti poZzi¢iavat’ peniaze.

V praxi ma Franctzsko s garanciou problém. V roku 2014 namiesto jej aplikovania po pokle-
se cien ropy primdlo Medzinarodny menovy fond, aby pozical peniaze africkym vladam. Pred-
tym v 80. rokoch 20. storocia franctizske ministerstvo pozicalo africkym centralnym bankam
32 miliard frankov CFA, zaroven vsak doslo k odlivu ziskov v mnohonasobnej hodnote, comu
africké staty kvoli nastaveniu monetarnej inie neboli schopné zabranit’. Francuzsko sa napokon
rozhodlo pre devalvaciu, ktora znamenala, ze francuzska garancia viac nebola potrebna.

STUDIA PoLITICA SLOovACA, XV, 2022/1



60 Recenzie a anotacie

Devalvacii afrického franku bolo niekol’ko. Franctizsko nezriedka konalo unilateralne, v roku
1994 vsak islo o zdanlivo ,,plne autonomne* rozhodnutie africkych vladcov pod natlakom zasta-
¢iatocnym problémom franku bolo jeho nadhodnotenie, ktoré znizovalo konkurencieschopnost’
africkych tovarov na svetovych trhoch a zaistovalo odbyt francuzskych luxusnych vyrobkov
pre africké elity, samotné devalvacie vytvarali vyrazné kratkodobé problémy. V Togu v roku
1994 napriklad sposobila devalvacia nedostatok jedla. Na druhej strane sice zvysila ceny vstu-
pov, zaroven ale zaistila konkurencieschopnost’ kakaa z Pobrezia Slonoviny. Celkovo vsak tato
devalvacia zrychlila pokles realnych prijmov obyvatel'stva najmé v mestach kvoli narastu cien
importov. Pre Francuzsko znamenala 50 % devalvacia afrického franku pochopitel'ne zdvojna-
sobenie kipyschopnosti francuzskeho franku voci africkému.

Narast ceny eura mal presne opacny ucinok podporujic import a poskodzujtic export. Na pri-
li$nt silu eura si stazovala aj firma ako Boeing. MenSie africké firmy potom v désledku nadhod-
notenej meny nemaju v konkurencii Sancu. Senegalska ryza zdrazela kvoli posunu medzi eurom
a dolarom pocas prvej dekady 21. storocia o polovicu oproti thajskej. Nadhodnotenie kritizuje
aj samotna Zapadoafrickd centralna banka, ktord ju ale svojou praktickou politikou udrziava.
Rozpor v potrebe devalvacie a problémoch, ktoré sposobila, navrhoval Samir Amin riesit” indi-
vidualne pre kazdu krajinu. K tomu vsak zatial’ nedoslo.

Aké dalsie vplyvy ma fungovanie afrického franku na franctizskych aktérov? Na zakladnej
urovni ide o tzv. odliv prostrednictvom tctovnictva. V pripade, Ze africké centralne banky st
v pluse, ma Francuzsko pristup k p6zicke za vyhodnejsich podmienok nez na medzinarodnych
trhoch. Vzhl'adom na nizky urok pre africké centralne banky, ktory po obdobi, ked’ bol realne
negativny, bol v roku 2014 stanoveny na 0,75 %, dokaze Franctzsko na africkych rezervach
zarabat’ tym, Ze ich mdze poziciavat’ d’alej za vyssi Grok. Inymi slovami, africké Staty platia
Francuzsku za drzanie ich rezerv. V absolutnych ¢islach ide o takmer 7 miliard eur, co zhruba
zodpoveda obchodnej bilancii pol'nohospodarskeho a potravinového sektora.

Dalsou vyhodou je, Ze Franctizsko je vyznamnym veritelom, pretoZe kurzové riziko je nizsie
ako pri inych menach a zaroven su $taty niitené poziciavat’ si zo zahranicia, ked’ze cielom doma-
cej politiky je v prvom rade udrziavat’ stabilnii menu. Takéto p6zicky znamenaju nielen prijem
v podobe urokov, ale aj zakazky v pripade, Ze ide o tzv. viazané pdzicky, teda o pozicky pouzité
na nakup franctizskych vyrobkov, ako sa to ¢asto deje. Rolu najvécsieho veritel’a vSak prebrala
v roku 2015 Cina.

Vol'ny pohyb kapitalu je bezpecnostnou garanciou pre francuzske podniky. Takisto umoziuje
prijmova bilancia —30 % HDP, inymi slovami krajina prisla takmer o tretinu svojho hospodarstva
kazdy rok. Nasledne ro¢ny priemer klesol na —17 %, stale vsak ide o obrovské ¢islo v porovnani
s ostatnymi krajinami.

Francuzsko ma zaroven privilegovany pristup k mnohym surovinam a pol'nohospodarskym
produktom. Ak napriklad japonsky obchodnik chce kupit’ bavinu z Burkiny Faso, ktorej cena
je v dolaroch, potrebuje najprv Japonska centralna banka nakupit’ dolare, ak vSak chce to isté
urobit’ franciizsky obchodnik, Francuzska centralna banka pripiSe Centralnej banke zapadoafric-
kych $tatov potrebni sumu v eurach na ich operacny tcet.
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Francuzske firmy su ¢asto preferovanymi dodavatel'mi a africké trhy su pre tieto firmy kl'aco-
vé. Napriklad skupina Bolloré v Afrike robi iba 25 % obratu, ale az 80 % zisku. Podla starSieho
uradnika francuzskeho ministerstva hospodarstva a financii existuje silna loby blizka franctz-
skym investorom v Afrike, pre ktorych by zruSenie tohto systému znamenalo vyrazny pokles
prijmov. Cinska a indick4 hospodérska pritomnost’ znamena relativny pokles franctizskeho po-
dielu na trhu, ale v absolttnych ¢islach obrat franctizskych firiem rastie. Samotné francuzske
ministerstvo hospodarstva a financii v roku 2014 napisalo, Ze zona franku je hospodarskou prile-
zitostou pre Franctzsko a ze Francuzsko by malo vyuzit’ svoje vidzby na tto zonu.

Je skutocne zona afrického franku taka dolezita pre Francuzsko? Iba 1 % franctizskeho obcho-
du sa tyka tejto zony. Autori argumentujt, ze francuzske vyrobky sa v tejto zone nakupujia o 20 —
30 % drahsie, nez aka je cena na svetovych trhoch, a naopak, Francuzi tu nakupuju lacnejsie ako
inde vo svete. Samotné percento pritom nemusi byt’ az také dolezité, ak ide o kI'i€ové suroviny.
Import urdnu z Nigeru tvori iba 0,12 % vSetkého franctizskeho dovozu, ale od tohto urdnu je do
vel'kej miery zavisly energeticky sektor, ktory sa z troch Stvrtin sklada z atdbmovej energie. Zona
franku teda pre franctizsku ekonomiku rozhodne nie je zanedbatel'na.

Dalsie vyhody pre Franctuzsko vyplyvaju zo $irSej politickej situacie nerovnosti, ktorej je
africky frank vyznamnym, ale nie jedinym stavebnym kamenom. Doélezita je aj Casta vojenska
pritomnost’. Medzi rokmi 1960 — 1991 Pariz vykonal takmer 40 vojenskych intervencii v 16
krajinach. Franctizsko ma Casto k dispozicii africké hlasy v OSN. Je tiez schopné niekedy pre-
svedcit’ africké vlady, aby uprednostnili francuzske firmy pred ¢inskymi, ako v pripade uz zmie-
novaného nigerského uranu.

Pre africké krajiny rigidny vymenny kurz spdsobuje zameranie sa na boj s inflaciou, avsak sa-
motna inflaicia méze mat niekedy pozitivny Gc¢inok ako vankas v pripade ekonomickych Sokov.
S africkym frankom musia vlady v takych pripadoch siahat’ po tzv. vnutornej devalvacii, teda
znizovaniu miezd, verejnych vydajov, zvySovaniu dani a v kone¢nom ddsledku obmedzovaniu
ekonomicke;j aktivity.

Ekonomicku aktivitu by naopak podporila tvorba penazi, avsak centralne banky musia v pr-
vom rade zaistit' dostato¢né mnozstvo zahrani¢nych rezerv, musia teda obmedzovat’ p6zicky
miestnym vladam. Banky maja obavu, ze p6zic¢ky by viedli k narastu dovozov a poklesu rezerv,
takze udrzuju vysoké troky. Stikromné banky nasleduji tuto politiku a len malo pozic¢iavaju
firmdm. Pomer dlhu k HDP bol pre zapadoafrické krajiny (WAEMU) v roku 2016 takmer 23 %
a pre CEAMC 16,5 %. Pre Maroko to bolo 115 %, pre Ghanu a Nigériu cez 30 %. Pritom stale
plati, ze centralne banky maji na francuzskych Gctoch viac nez je nutn¢ a tieto peniaze by mohli
byt pouzité na rozsirovanie ekonomickej aktivity v Afrike. Ide o tzv. monetarnu represiu. Nizka

Udajnym hlavnym plusom afrického franku je stabilita a ta ma byt atraktivnou pre zahranic-
né investicie. Odhliadnuc od otdzky, ¢i samotné investicie su pre spolo¢nost’ pozitivom, plati,
7e najviac investicii v Afrike ide do fosilneho priemyslu, a napriklad Ghana s vlastnou menou
dosahuje vyssiu mieru zahranicnych investicii ako krajiny s africkym frankom. Aj francuzske
investicie idu viac do inych krajin.

Pre importérov zas pri silnom kurze moze byt’ vyhodnejsie nakupovat’ v zahranici, ¢o pod-
ryva miestnu produkciu. BohatSie vrstvy maja lacnejSie luxusné statky. VolI'ny pohyb kapitalu
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zas znamena, ze elity st schopné vyvadzat’ svoje legalne a nelegalne prijmy bez problémov von
z krajiny.

Aké su postoje k africkému franku dnes? Kritizuju ho lidri opozicie Pobrezia Slonoviny, Ko-
mor a Kamerunu, ale kriticky sa vyjadrili aj prezidenti Cadu, Senegalu a Burkiny Faso. Vo Fran-
cuzsku su proti franku komunisti, Nova Antikapitalistickd strana a aj fasistickd Marine Le Pen.
Vo franctzskych médiach vSak dominuje pozitivny obraz stability, ktorti idajne frank Afrike
prinasa.

Samotné Franctzsko uz urobilo prvé koncesie po tom, ako hrozilo, Ze Rovnikova Guinea vy-
stupi a bude ukladat’ svoje rezervy v Spojenych statoch. Napokon sa v roku 2007 znizili rezervy
na 50 %. Treba vSak zopakovat, Ze mnohé africké krajiny maji na uctoch vo Francuzsku viac,
ako su povinné rezervy.

Tiez plati, ze kazdy africky Stat méze monetarnu Gniu opustit’. Priklady z tivodu vyvolavaju
otazku, ako by vladca, ktory by sa o to pokusil, skon¢il. V zavere sa autori priklanaja k vzniku
panafrickej meny, ktora by bola uctovnou jednotkou a ku ktorej by sa vztahovali meny jednotli-
vych statov. Tie by vSak mali flexibilné kurzy.

Reforma navrhnutd Macronom a uz zmienenym prezidentom Pobrezia Slonoviny Ouattarom
pre Zapadoafricktl ekonomickll a monetarnu uniu okrem premenovania meny na ECO, ¢o ,,pre-
vzala® z navrhovanej reformy §tatov ECOWASu (Ekonomického spoloc¢enstva zapadoafrickych
Statov) rusi operacné ucty a francuzske zastupenie v radach africkych centralnych bank. Najdo-
lezitejsi prvok afrického franku by vSak ostal nezmeneny — pevny vymenny kurz naviazany na
euro. Takisto by zostala v platnosti malo vyuzivana franctizska garancia a vol'ny pohyb kapitalu
a africké centralne banky by aj nad’alej zrejme nakupovali cenné papiere vydané franctizskou
vladou rovnako ako doteraz bez zmluvnej povinnosti.

Kniha Fanny Pegeaud a Ndongo Samba Syllu Posledna africkd kolonialna mena: Pribeh
franku CFA pontka l'ahko ¢itatelnu kritiku su¢asného menového usporiadania vo frankofonnej
Afrike. Kriticky treba povedat, ze miestami nie s vSetky detaily zrejmé a autori sa nevyrovna-
vaju so zrejmymi namietkami typu: ak Madagaskar uz menu nevyuziva a nepostihol ho Ziaden
trest, neznamena to, Ze by sa nieco také mohlo podarit’ aj inym? Geopolitickd komplexnost’
by nas mala varovat’ pred o¢akavanim dokonalej kauzality, ze kazdy, kto sa negativne zmieni
o africkom franku, bude okamzite zavrazdeny, v lepSom pripade len prepusteny. Takto svetova
politika nefunguje. Svojou prehl'adnost’ou vsak kniha urcite poslizi vSetkym, ktorych zaujimaju
neokolonidlne vzt'ahy medzi globalnym Severom a Juhom.
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Schweiger, G. (ed.): Poverty, Inequality and the Critical Theory of Recognition. New
York: Springer, 321 p., ISBN: 978-3-030-45795-2

This book was published as a third volume of the series Philosophy and Poverty and was
edited by Gottfried Schweiger. As the name of the book implies, the book examines poverty
from the standpoint of critical theory. The book itself is divided into 3 parts. The first part can
be described as a historical approach. It critically examines how Fichte and Hegel viewed the
concept of poverty. The second part provides insights from the standpoint of critical theory in
today’s modern global world. The third section offers certain prescriptions about how to alleviate
poverty. It is concerned with policies such as basic income, microfinancing etc. This is certainly
one way to look at the issue of poverty. The other way could be to examine this issue in a spe-
cific national context. However, from my perspective the approach chosen by the editor is very
illuminating as well.

In this book review I will highlight and assess some arguments provided by the authors. Due
to space constraints I am not going to deal with the entire book, rather I will focus my attention
only on a few chapters.

In his introduction, Schweiger argues that global poverty is unjust because poor people lack
the ability to enhance their personal autonomy because they lack the three basic forms of recogni-
tion: love, rights and social esteem (p. 2). Later Schweiger explains Schmidt and Busch’s theory
which maintains that love can be understood as recognition of a person as a vulnerable indi-
vidual, rights can be understood as respect that humans owe one another other based on their
humanity, and social esteem can be understood as the idea that one needs to be recognized based
on his contribution to a shared goal. In his approach Schweiger draws on Honneth’s idea that:
“what motivates individuals or social groups to call the prevailing social order into question and
to engage in practical resistance is the moral conviction that, with respect to their own situations
or particularities, the recognition principles considered legitimate are incorrectly or inadequately
applied.” (Honneth 2003, 157 in Schweiger p. 5). Schweiger’s book constitutes an addition to
critical theory by drawing on Honneth’s theory of recognition. The book aims to examine issues
of poverty within this paradigm.

Schweiger correctly maintains that misrecognition impedes the development of individual
freedom because a poor person is simply an object and not a free subject on his own. Schweiger
maintains that global poverty is perpetuated by uneven power structures rooted not only in poli-
tical power in a particular state, but also through international institutions. Schweiger maintains
that recognition theory is mainly based on experiences of people from developed countries and
does not pay much attention to people from the developing world and their daily economic
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struggles nor explores a link between poverty and shame. In this respect, his approach to basing
the evaluation of a just world on criteria such as whether current institutional arrangements pro-
vide individuals with stability and security is well articulated and defended. Schweiger rightly
maintains that there are different effects of poverty in different parts of the world. While poverty
in developed countries is exclusionary vis-a-vis the rest of “Western” society, poverty in many
parts of the developing world is life-threatening. Schweiger then maintains that poverty reduces
one’s ability to act as an autonomous person, reduces a human’s capabilities etc. Schweiger
rightly points out that the place and circumstances into which one is born are a very decisive
factor as far as one’s later life is concerned. In other words, the playing field is different for
everyone from birth. Schweiger recognizes that poor people are often humiliated not because of
the wrongdoing of a particular person, but that this humiliation has its institutionalized causes.
What is inspiring about Schweiger’s view is that it claims that organizations and states also face
recognition challenges among each other. In other words, not all states and organizations are
recognized as equal. Schweiger fully spells out the fact that poverty is caused, to a large extent,
by right wing libertarianism (Schweiger, p. 12).

In her chapter dealing with Fichte’s concept of poverty as material deprivation, Esther Ne-
uhann presents the illuminating point that poverty carries with itself not only material but also
cultural deprivation. An unemployed person does not simply lack income from a job, but also
social relations and the status of recognition as someone who is contributing to the advancement
of society. Neuhann then poses questions about whether, if this is the case, then should one be
entitled to have a job or whether affirmative action and quotas are desirable. Neuhann articulates
well the claim that poverty can not be simply reduced to some kinds of recognition because the
fact that a poor person is surrounded by people experiencing the same injustice of poverty does
not alleviate his own sense of poverty. In her article Neuhann deals with the German philosopher
Fichte. According to Fichte, recognition depends on the fulfilment of basic material needs. Ne-
uhann understands these material needs to be food, shelter and personal hygiene. I understand
poverty as a lack of opportunities to influence one’s life and to live a good life. Therefore a per-
son is poor if one lacks access to education and medical care. Neuhann says that according to
Fichte in order for someone to possess a certain right it is necessary for them to have an empirical
self-consciousness as being a person. Neuhann explains that this self-consciousness is being able
to act upon a certain thing. Neuhann gives the example of a table. A person is self-conscious
if he knows that he can act upon a table, for instance break it, move it and so on. This implies
that a self-conscious person is able to actively interact with the world around himself and make
certain choices. This would imply that poverty can not be only viewed as a deprivation of ma-
terial things but also a deprivation of possibilities to act freely. Therefore one could argue that
there are actually degrees of poverty. The more a person is able to act as an autonomous agent,
the less poor that person actually is. This is however is beyond the scope of Neuhann’s article.
According to Neuhann, Fichte believes that a self-conscious person realizes his dependency on
the external world and that his ability to act is constrained by other free individuals, thus there
is an intersubjective relationship among people. The relation of right is a reciprocal relation (p.
44). This does not however deal with the question that some of us are freer to act than others.
Thus one can argue that as far as autonomous action is concerned there are degrees of poverty
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as | implied above. However, again this is outside the scope of Neuhann’s argument. Based on
Fichte’s writing, Neuhann asks the provocative question of whether poverty must be eradicated
in order for the relationship of rights to occur. One could argue that perpetual poverty which one
can see in many parts of the world would exclude certain people from claiming or exercising
their rights, or at least severely restrict this option.

In his chapter, Bernardo Ferro deals with views on poverty and recognition expressed in He-
gel’s Philosophy of Right. According to Ferro, for Hegel poverty is not just a material problem
but produces social alienation. For Hegel, the problem stems from a liberal capitalist world,
where each citizen acts in a certain way in order to promote his own well-being and uses others
as means to reach his goals or view them as obstacles in his journey. Liberal capitalist society
produces great wealth but also marginalizes workers and poor people who are pressed to ac-
cept poorly paid jobs or are discharged as workers. However, these poor people suffer not only
from material deprivation but are unable to shape the course of society because their interests
in decision-making processes are simply not taken into account. Poor people suffer from psy-
chological traumas such as social exclusion and shame which stem from their poverty. Thus
according to Hegel one can not hope that simple redistribution of wealth will solve the problem
of poverty. In other words, poor people must be reintegrated into society as equal citizens. For
Hegel, an individual can live a fulfilling life only in a state where the interests of individuals
and collective interests are truly harmonized and promoted via just and reliable institutions.
Hegel’s theory can be used as a Framework for constructing a very egalitarian society which can
safeguard collective interests and promote individual freedom at the same time. According to
Ferro, Hegel’s Philosophy of Right can not be understood simply as a descriptive work relating
Hegel’s contemporary world, nor as a purely speculative work. According to Ferro, for Hegel
freedom must be elevated as its own object and therefore a right. For Hegel, then, the important
notion is the intersubjective recognition of freedom as a right as well as a guarantee of certain
property rights where people recognize each other as bearers of certain rights and freedoms. In
this respect, recognizing freedom as a right, freedom and its safeguards acquire a new social
dimension. At this point transgression against freedom objectively allows for retribution because
the common standard of right has been breached. However, this can lead to a circle of retribu-
tions which does not lead to justice. In order to avoid this, one needs to introduce institutions
which are going to be based on objective rights and morality, which is often subjective. Here one
can see Hegel’s dialectic taking place yet again. For Hegel, the state is the highest expression of
freedom because in a properly organized state individuals are still pursuing their own interests,
however, they recognize that they can be best served when the interests of others are also taken
into account. Therefore they are also concerned with the common good. Hegel claims that philo-
sophy can be not only a speculative endeavor; rather it must be based on particular historical and
societal circumstances which, however, we may seek to change. This resembles the basic stance
of critical theory which describes an oppressive capitalist regime and contemplates its change.
However, as Ferro points out, Hegel’s idea of the state as the highest expression and guarantor
of freedom does not really solve the problem of poverty, because the state still rests on liberal
capitalist market-based structures. Thus one cannot expect that the state will be able to overco-
me the problems of systemic poverty. What Ferro finds inspiring about Hegel’s argument is the

STUDIA PoLITICA SLOovACA, XV, 2022/1



66 Recenzie a anotacie

creation of “corporations”. In today’s language we could associate Hegel’s “corporations” with
unions which would care for their members and which would allow poor people to become their
members, learn necessary skills and therefore gain recognition as full-fledged citizens. One can
however pose the question of whether this does not lead to yet another patronizing life in which
the dictate of a factory owner is not replaced by the patronizing dictate of a union. Ferro criticizes
Hegel’s notion of “corporations” because of its lack of precision and fears that “corporations”
can simply reproduce individual selfish motives on a larger scale. Ferro believes that instead of
“corporations” one can produce such collective consciousness through civic associations, NGOs
and political parties.

In his chapter, Gustavo Pereira claims that besides objectively measured poverty such as for
instance a lack of income there exist other types of poverty which are more subjective, but which
exclude a person from participating in the decision-making processes of society and from normal
life. Pereira calls this civic poverty. Pereira basses his approach on Amartya Sen’s conceptuali-
zation of poverty. Pereira illustrates Sen’s approach well when explaining that two people may
have the same income but one of them may be chronically ill with just a primary education and
a second person may be healthy with a secondary education. According to Pereira, chances to
advance in life are significantly different. Pereira finds Sens approach to the science of poverty
too individualistic. Pereira rightly claims that one can not assess poverty solely on a lack of inco-
me, because certain people possess capabilities such as greater skills to get out of poverty, while
others who may suffer from long-term unemployment may lose their professional skills as well
as suffer from psychological problems such as depression and shame, as noted above. Further-
more, poor people may suffer from a lack of trust in social institutions as well as from a lack of
personal responsibility and trust in themselves. From this point of view, which is advocated by
Sen and Pereira, one can conclude that poverty is a multilayered process. This process entails in
itself objective as well as subjective connotations which makes it very difficult to overcome the
problem. Pereira rightly points out that if programs to alleviate poverty will be solely based on
income levels, they may not lead to desirable results because they will not take into account the
subjective dimensions of poverty mentioned above. Pereira also acknowledges that in certain
respects it can be difficult to define what constitutes poverty, because according to Sen a person
is not poor when he lives a life worth living. However, the question can be asked of how to de-
termine whether a person has reached that state of life. According to Sen and Pereira, there exist
basic capabilities which need to be met in order for a person to pursue a life worth living. These
capabilities must stand the scrutiny of deliberation and must be publicly justified. At this point
one can ask how public deliberation is going to be conducted and whether such an exercise can
actually be objectively undertaken. Moreover, as Pereira implies, the set of basic capabilities and
notions of a life worth living can change over time. This further complicates such an exercise.
Pereira clearly shows that one needs to understand poverty as a relational process among dif-
ferent members of society. An individual derives his sense of belonging from whether his con-
tribution is appreciated by society and whether his concerns are heard in the public sphere. For
a person’s sense of belonging to society, certain significant values are important such as equal
rights, fair access to opportunities, fundamental capabilities and dignity, to name a few. If an
individual does not believe that these demands are sufficiently met, Pereira claims that this indi-
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vidual suffers from civic poverty. Pereira claims that social poverty can be reduced by ensuring
that individuals and marginalized groups are able to raise claims, advance arguments as well as
participate in social life. Furthermore, besides the influence of power and money relationships,
backward cultural practices must be reduced. I am afraid, however, that this concept is perhaps
too utopian and cannot be implemented, at least not in the foreseeable future.

In his chapter, Marek Hrubec aims to introduce a theoretical framework with which one can
deal with poverty in a context of global order. While Honneth’s theory of recognition explains
and offers a solution for the suffering of poor people on a national level, in today’s globalized
world it is necessary to examine the issue of poverty from a transnational and global perspective.
This is done by the Czech scholar Marek Hrubec who collaborates with Honneth on developing
a further critical theory. According to Hrubec, Honneth does not explicitly focus on interstate
relations with regards to the plight of the poor. Therefore, Honneth’s position in this aspect can
be only indirectly inferred. Honneth views a state‘s struggle for recognition within a framework
of historical and long-term social struggles. For Honneth the state continuously struggles for
recognition. The state needs for its recognition not only recognition from other states, but also
its territory, population and government as well as more recognition from its citizens. Even the
most totalitarian states cannot rely only on the use of force in order to obtain obedience from
their citizens. Thus according to Honneth each state strives for continuous legitimation not only
by external actors but also by its citizens. According to Hrubec, Honneth’s problem is that he
underestimates the negative impact of economic global interactions. Since there are certain glo-
bal entities which do not correspond to national states, Hrubec as well as other authors maintain
that a classical international relations paradigm is insufficient when dealing with current global,
economic, social and environmental issues.

Although Honneth’s theory of recognition cannot adequately address these problems, it can
serve as a starting point in order to overcome them. In order to overcome current global prob-
lems one needs certain forms of international justice and rights which require certain political
responsibility and solidarity and a certain identification as a member of the political community
based on mutual recognition. However, Honneth is unable to develop his theory on a transnatio-
nal or global level. This is the main issue that Hrubec takes with Honneth’s theory. Hrubec calls
for extraterritorial recognition. He maintains that such recognition can be seen in the promotion
of civil and political human rights, where in recent years the international community has de-
manded that nation states observe at least to a certain extent these rights. Hrubec sees similar
potential in social and economic rights. Hrubec maintains that states should regulate transnatio-
nal activities of multinational corporations. In other words there should be a legal relationship
between home states and transnational actors and their activities. Hrubec also claims that it is
necessary to overcome the westcentric approach and also incorporate voices from other regions
of the world where we can witness the formation of different social movements which attempt to
ensure improvements in the of standard of living of the poor.

In conclusion I would like to briefly describe certain chapters from the third part of this book
and then offer my short appraisal of it. In his chapter “When Microcredit Doesn’t Empower Poor
Women: Recognition Theory’s Contribution to the Debate Over Adaptive Preferences”, David
Ingram ponders a situation when many women, although having access to microfinancing for
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new projects prefer patriarchal subordination instead. According to Ingram these women suffer
from identity crises and conflicting ideas. Gustavo Cunha’s chapter, “Universal Basic Income:
A Recognition-Based Policy Against Poverty”, examines attempts to introduce universal basic
income in Brazil and lessons to be learnt from this project. In the final chapter of this book,
“Crime and Punishment of the Poor from Recognition Theory Perspective”, Javier Cigiiela Sola
analyzes the relations between criminal law, crime and poverty.

I would like to conclude this book review with the observation that the book Poverty, Inequ-
ality and the Critical Theory of Recognition provides an illuminating insight into the ways that
modern philosophy, social science and critical theory examines the issue of poverty. The strength
of this book is in the way that the issue of poverty is examined by various authors, with different
standpoints and from different institutions. However, most of the authors are still either from
so-called western countries or are affiliated with western institutions. Thus one could argue that
more voices from countries where global poverty is present could perhaps add greater authen-
ticity to this book. However, the fact that at least some voices from poor countries are present
as well is very refreshing. And it is the richness of the viewpoints expressed for which I can
recommend this book to a reader.
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LEA MELNIKOVOVA

Metropolitni univerzita Praha, Praha, Ceské republika

Lukin, A.: Cina a Rusko: nové sbliZeni. Praha: nakladatelstvi Filosofia, 2021, 365 s.,
ISBN: 978-80-7007-688-0

Lukin, A.: China and Russia: The new rapprochement. Praha: nakladatelstvi Filosofia, 2021,
365 p., ISBN: 978-80-7007-688-0

Alexander Lukin podava ve své knize zevrubnou analyzu ¢insko-ruskych vztahd, kterd je
ve velké mife zalozena na ruskych a ¢inskych zdrojich. Autor nabizi jiny pohled na sblizovani
Ruska a Ciny, neZ je v tuzemsku b&zné; ,,rusky* pohled na problematiku je viak piinosny pravé
pro svou odlisnost od bézn¢ dostupné literatury.

Lukin v knize hodnoti vyvoj a stav vztaht, popisuje je jako velice pragmatické, kde se ob¢
velmoci nenechavaji unaset ideologickymi predsudky, nybrz vychazeji z toho, co jim pfinese vy-
hody v dlouhodobé perspektivé. Obé zemé se dle autora postupné sblizuji, jejich vztah béhem let
posiluje a klicovym momentem pro upevnéni budovaného vztahu se stal rok 2014. Obrat Ruska
k Ciné hodnoti Lukin jako nevratny. Autor identifikuje spole¢né body, které dvé velmoci spojuji
a na jejichz zékladé buduji partnersky (nikoliv spojenecky) vztah, napt. touha po multipolarnim
svéte, kritika pokusti Zapadu podryvat roli OSN obchazenim Rady bezpecnosti, ur¢ita podobnost
politickych systému (,,nezapadnich®, jak uvadi autor) ¢i spolecné postoje k regionalnim otazkam
(fran, Irak, Libye, KLDR ad.) aj. Cina i Rusko pak maji své vlastni dtivody pro spolupraci, autor
se kazdému podrobné vénuje a vysvétluje jejich dilezitost — at’ uz se jedna o ruské suroviny ¢i
¢insky zajem na silném a stabilnim, nikoliv v§ak mocném Rusku. Autor vyvraci tvrzeni jinych
o asymetri¢nosti vztahu. Klade diiraz nejen na ekonomickou silu Ciny, ale upozoriiuje na vojen-
skou silu a globalni politicky vliv Ruska, ktery tuto ekonomickou silu vyvazuje. V knize nechybi
Casta kritika Zapadu, naopak se pfilis neobjevuje kritické hodnoceni ruské zahrani¢ni politiky,
az na urcité vyjimky, které se tykaji hlavne 90. let. Kriti¢téjsim piistupem by mohla kniha ziskat
na vetsi objektivite.

Kniha se sklada z né€kolika obsaznych kapitol. Po Givodni prvni kapitole nasleduji dve, které
se vénuji vzajemnému nahledu jedné zemé& na druhou — Rusku o¢ima Ciny a naopak. Né&které
¢asti jsou velmi poutavé, napi. neoficidlni (avsak povolené) ¢inské nazory na vztahy s Ruskem.
Vyvoj vzajemnych vztaht a strategického partnerstvi Lukin disledné dokumentuje v nasledujici
4. kapitole. Krom¢ podrobného zmapovani jednotlivych krokid a pokroku v partnerstvi se také
vénuje ruskému a ¢inskému piistupu k mnoha vnéjsim udalostem (napf. invazi do Irdku). Autor
v téchto tfech kapitolach kromé jiného objasiiuje a hodnoti sou¢asnou roli Sanghajské organiza-
ce spoluprace, zejména co se tyce rovnovahy vlivu obou velmoci v Centralni Asii a koordinace
regionalni spoluprace. Zabyva se také spolupraci se zemémi Centralni Asie prostiednictvim Eu-
rasijského ekonomického svazu. Posledni kapitola pak podava uceleny obraz o rozsahu a hloub-
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ce strategického partnerstvi. Lukin uvadi podrobna ¢isla tykajici se vyvoje vzajemného obchodu
a investic, dale se vénuje klicové spolupraci v oblastech jako energetika, véda a technologie,
obchod se zbranémi a vojenska spoluprace. Autor se snazi vyvratit nékteré myty, napt. obsazo-
vani ruského Dalného vychodu ¢inskymi migranty ¢i ¢inska expanze a ptivlastiiovani ruskych
strategickych zdrojii. V zavérecné kapitole se jesté zabyva vztahy s dalSimi asijskymi zemémi,
nicméné se nejednd o hlubsi pranik do problematiky. Na tplny zavér se vénuje politice preziden-
ta Trumpa viéi Rusku a Cing.

Kniha je napsana ve velmi pozitivnim duchu, piesto vsak autor vyzdvihuje i body, na kterych
se velmoci neshodnou. Jednd se napf. o uznani statni suverenity Abchazie a Jizni Osetie ¢i pfi-
pojeni Krymu k Ruské federaci, protoZe se jedné o bolestivé misto Ciny — teritorialni integritu.
Déle se jedna o jeji vstiicnéjsi postoj k liberalizaci mezinarodniho obchodu.

Zavérem lze tici, ze kniha vyzniva snad az pfili§ optimisticky. Na druhou stranu se autorovi
podarilo nabidnout alternativni nahled na rusko-Cinské partnerstvi ,,ruskyma ocima“. Je tedy
uzitecnym zdrojem pro dalsi studium problematiky a doplnuje literaturu na dané téma. Kladem
knihy je také fakt, ze je diky srozumitelnému jazyku dostupna Sirokému okruhu ¢tenar.
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